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MESSENGER 

Salem and Pleasant Prairie 

 

 Office Hours:  

9:00 am - 1:00 pm 

Mon, Wed, Thurs 
 

Directory Listing 

Keith Hewitt, Pastor 

pastorkhewitt@gmail.com 

Regina McKillips, Church Secretary 

salemumcsecretary@gmail.com 

Ian Huddleston,  Music Accompanist 

ihnetwork@outlook.com 

Kyle Miskovic, Choir Director kmis-
kovic@carthage.edu 

Kim Ouwerkerk, Hand Bell Director 

kim.ouwerkerk@outlook.com 

Church Council Chair—TBD 

Rick Carlberg, Lay Leader 

rcarlberg@wi.rr.com 

Steve Brown, Education Co-Chair 

DrSteveMBrown@gmail.com 

Ragnar Ouwerkerk, Staff Parish Chair 

ragnar.ouwerkerk@outlook.com 

Todd Schatzka, Trustee Chair 

tschatzka@msn.com 

Kathy Hufnagle, Finance Chair 

 klhufnagle0406@gmail.com 

Marsha Isaacson, Financial Secretary 

isaacson488@gmail.com 

Melanie Hartnek, Treasurer 

mhartnek@gmail.com  

 

Salem United Methodist Church              Pleasant Prairie United Methodist Church 

25130 85th Street                 8405 104th Avenue 

Salem, WI  53168                 Pleasant Prairie, WI 53158 

Ph: 262-843-2525                    Ph: 262-694-8522 

pastorkhewitt@gmail.com 

salemumcsecretary@gmail.com 

Website: salemflamesofgrace.com 

 
 

For month of December we prayed for: 
 

Linda Saffel; Brian Vedder; Jeff Walters; Da-

vid & family; Bob Newton; Jim Folger; Pastor 

Keith; Ann; Madeline; Maura; Vera Smith; Jer-

ry Franz; Wayne Stockwell; Erling Ouwerkerk; 

Iwona Chapsky;  The people of Ukraine; pray-

ers for everyone’s health 

 

Mourning: 
 

Ruth Perry; Bill Taft; Dino Zagame 

 



 

 

  

   

    

 

 

            12/29/2022                          

 

Dear Church Family and Friends, 

 

Blessings of peace and health to you in the coming New Year.  This is that time of 
year when we are encouraged to look back at the year past, celebrate the good 
things, meditate upon the bad, and perhaps consider making a New Year’s resolution 
or two.  Or three.  Or, I suppose, however many resolutions you need to make in or-
der to improve your life for next year, and maybe not make it so cringey when you’re 
doing the year-end recap at the end of 2023. 

The earliest known resolution is from 1671, when a Scottish writer wrote a series of 
“pledges” intended to steer her away from bad habits.  Later generations, perhaps 
traumatized by PBS fundraising drives, changed “pledge” to New Year’s Resolutions, 
thereby encouraging many generations to take stock every year, resolve to do better, 
and eventually break them when the strain of keeping them becomes untenable.  

Usually in about the second week of January. 

For some, at least, they feed a relentless cycle of hope, weakness, shame, and guilt, 
keeping counselors gainfully employed throughout the year.  For those blessed with 
what one writer called a “wash and wear conscience,” it’s less traumatic…but still a 
failure to improve yourself.  By the early 1800s, writers and people were already 
mocking the whole idea of the fruitless resolution, having a great deal of fun at the ex-
pense of people who had at least envisioned making a change for the better. 

I was going to catalog some of my own epic failures, but the church secretaries have 
sternly informed me more than once that space is at a premium in the newsletter, so I 
will break character and get right to the point. 

When you’ve got Jesus, you only need one resolution:  resolve to embrace God’s 
grace and forgiveness, to repudiate the sins you have committed and the wrongs that 
you’ve done, and to let the Redeemer’s blood—shed for you and for the many, as we 
say at Communion—wash you clean.   

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  

     

                            

 

 

 

Seriously. 

Right now.  Take a moment to reflect on the line of destiny that connects that tiny ba-
by in the manger with the man hanging on the cross…and give thanks.  It’s fun to fo-
cus on the fun, or cute aspects of the Nativity stories, but if we want to do justice to 
the holiday we also need to remember what happened later, because that is what 
made it possible for us to have a hope of resurrection, and of a life in God’s Kingdom.  
Take a moment to consider all that that means to you, in your life… and give thanks.  
Take a moment to consider the state of your soul, and this world, if it had never hap-
pened…and give thanks. 

You’ve got more than enough time to do everything else on your to-do list, so 
squeeze giving thanks in at the top of that list.  It’s the most important thing you’ll do 
all day. And then maybe resolve to do it again tomorrow.  Maybe make 2023 a year of 
gratitude. 

 

See you in church! 

 

Pastor Keith  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
January Birthdays 

 
 

Rebecca Potter  1st 
Linda Dowell   2nd 
Julissa Sand    6th 
Brittany Johnson   8th 
Mel Miller     8th 
Ragnar Ouwerkerk  11th 
Peter Verhaalen  16th 
Dayna Hartnek   19th 
Jane Smith   26th 
Jared Franz   31st 

  
 

No anniversaries for January 
 
 
 

Westosha Fellowship Time 

Wednesday January 4th  

10:00 am 

Program to be announced still as of 1/02/2023 

Free Bingo and Prizes—Call 262-862-6366 for more information. 

 

 

Our office, upon request, received an updated list of counsel-
ing and addiction services from ADRC, that are offered in Ke-
nosha and in Paddock Lake.  The information is posted on the 
right side of the bulletin board at the Salem Church.  Stop in 
and take a photo of the information to share with someone 
who may be in need of counseling. 
 

 

Pennies for Missions 2023 

 

January/Shalom Center  
 

The Shalom Center in Kenosha 
County serves as a homeless shel-
ter, largest food pantry and longest 
running nightly meal program.  It al-
so provides guidance and support 
to individuals and the families in 
need. 
 
Please bring your loose change this 
coming Sunday, January 8th, and/
or bring a check made out to the 
church with a notation in the memo 
area for its purpose. 
 



 

 

 

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

Service 11:00 

New Year’s 

Day 

2 3 

Boy Scouts 

6:30 pm 

4 

Chancel 6:30  

P Power 7:30 

5 6 

Big Book 

7:00 pm 

7 

8 

Service 11:00 

9 

4-H Club 

6-8:30 

10 

Boy Scouts 

6:30 pm 

11 

Chancel 6:30  

P Power 7:30 

12 13 

Big Book 

7:00 pm 

14 

15 

Service 11:00 

16 17 

Boy Scouts 

6:30 pm 

18 

Chancel 6:30  

P Power 7:30 

19 20 

Big Book 

7:00 pm 

21 

22 

Service 11:00 

23 24 

Boy Scouts 

6:30 pm 

25 

Chancel 6:30  

P Power 7:30 

26 

Council 

Meeting  

7:00 pm 

27 

Big Book 

7:00 pm 

28 

29 

Service 11:00 

30 31 

Boy Scouts 

6:30 pm 

    

January 2023 



 

 

RaiseRight CARDS!!! (SCRIP) - Order Forms are on the Fellowship Table 
When you purchase a SCRIP card for your purchases, a percentage of the card will benefit the 
church.                                    Our total profit for 2022 is $486.07 

See Mindy Smouse after church or contact her at 262-716-4420 or e-mail msgmgs@gmail.com.  
The following SCRIP gift cards are on hand at church and available for your immediate purchase: 
Amazon - Applebee’s - Arby’s -Bath & Body Works - BP - Bristol 45 Diner -  Buffalo Wild Wings - 
Burger King - Cabela’s - Cheddar’s   Chili’s - Chipotle - Tinseltown - Cinemark -  Cousin’s Subs - 
Cracker Barrel  - Culvers - Dunkin Donuts    Festival Foods - Gordon Food Service - IHOP - JC 
Penney - Joann Fabrics - Kohl’s - Kwik Trip - Little Caesars -  Lowes - Marathon - Meijer - 
Menard’s – Mobil - Noodles & Company - Old Navy - Olive Garden  Panera - Papa Murphy’s - Piz-
za Hut - Red Lobster - Red Robin - Shell - Starbucks - Subway- Taco Bell-Target - Texas Road-
house - TJ Maxx - Walgreens - Wal-Mart - Wendy’s - Woodmans                                                                                                                    

 

Keith Hewitt, Pastor 

Cell: (262) 308-2437 

pastorkhewitt@gmail.com 

Church phone:  (262) 843-2525 

Pleasant Prairie Worship: 8:15 am 

Salem Worship: 11.00 am  

salemwiumc@gmail.com 

Secretary: salemumcsecretary@gmail.com    

Website:  salemflamesofgrace.com 

Office Hours: 9:00 am - 1:00 pm  Monday, Wednesday, Thursday   

 Pastor’s Office Hours:  9:00 am -12:00 pm Wednesday at Salem  

 

                                                           Salem UMC’s Website 

Have you visited our SUMC website, Salemflamesofgrace.com? It is packed with 
information and awaiting your input! This is YOUR website. Visit often and let us 
know what you think. If you have information you'd like to see posted on the site 
such as committee updates and events, pictures of church events, or for your 
comments or corrections, please let Sandy Kay Jacoby know at 
skjacoby6@gmail.com or Joanna Carlberg at photojo1955@gmail.com 

The “Messenger” Deadline is Wednesday, January 18th. 

 

Please have all articles forwarded to the secretary at:                                        
salemumcsecretary@gmail.com  - Thank you 


