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For month of July we have been praying for: 
 

Rae Lynn; Cooper Roberts; David Hewitt; 

Deanna Mottershead; Brad Gilliam; Dr. An-

drew Przlomski; Randy Martin; Gwyn Huff; Ja-

net Born; Forrest Schivers; Deb Schivers; Bob 

Reid; Joann Reid; Dave Menke; Janet Born; 

Rachel Taft; The people of Ukraine 

 

Mourning: 
 

Roland Hanson, Jean Pritchard, Ronald 

Schaetten, Max Williams, J’Lynn Jean Sparks 

 

 

 



 

 

        

                               

   

August 1, 2022 

 

Dear Church Friends and Family, 

Somehow, it’s August.  Summer is almost over, fall is just around the corner, and Christmas is just 
146 days away.  You’re welcome. 

But I’m not here to ruminate about changing seasons, the passage of time, or the fact that scientists 
recently recorded the shortest day ever on Earth—a full 1.59 milliseconds shorter than average.  
(Come to think of it, that may explain why the summer seems to have flown by…but I digress.)  In-
stead, I want to start August with a brain teaser:  Name a 14-letter word for confusion, or uncertain-
ty.  I’ll wait. 

Give up?   

The word you’re looking for is disaffiliation, and it’s all the rage in some United Methodist circles, 
these days, because it’s a word that describes the act and process of a local church separating it-
self from the Annual Conference.  As in all things Methodist, the process seems complicated and a 
little arcane, so before you hear about it on the street, I thought it would be good to give you the 
deets as far as we know them as of 1:00 a.m. Monday, August 1. 

The precipitating event for the talk of disaffiliation was the Special General Conference of 2019, 
which voted to impose what was called the “Traditional Plan,” which strengthened the already-
existing restrictions in the Book of Discipline that forbade the ordination and appointment of pastors 
from the LGBTQ community, as well as the performance of same-sex weddings by United Method-
ist pastors, in United Methodist buildings.   

As you might expect, this was the source of considerable consternation within the United Methodist 
Church in the US and elsewhere.  As a result of that decision, a temporary allowance was made for 
churches who were theologically not on board with excluding LGBTQ people from leadership posi-
tions, or from the ability to have church weddings.  Also, as you might expect, this was not a simple 
process—for instance, there were some significant financial knots to untangle before a church could 
cut the cord.   

Then there was a plot twist—UM Churches with conservative theological outlooks became con-
cerned that their Conferences were not going to take the prohibition seriously, and would try to have 
it reversed or diluted at the next General Conference, scheduled for 2024.  Based on that con-
cern—and possibly some intense marketing by law firms seeking to make church disaffiliation a 
specialty—a number of theologically conservative churches have chosen to disaffiliate themselves 
from the United Methodist Church.  (Yes, you’re understanding that correctly—separating them-
selves from the Church that already has the restrictions they want.)  Others are considering it. 

Those hoping that a compromise might be reached at the 2024 General Conference, correcting or 
softening the 2019 rules, are generally choosing to stay put and wait to see what happens. 



 

 

        

                               

   

 

Those hoping that a compromise might be reached at the 2024 General Conference, correcting or 
softening the 2019 rules, are generally choosing to stay put and wait to see what happens. 

Now, to the process… 

In the Wisconsin Conference, if a church decides that it is interested in investigating disaffiliation 
over LGBTQ restrictions, the District Superintendent must be informed by September 1.  That kicks 
off a two-month period of discernment, at the end of which there would be a church conference in 
which members of the church would be eligible to vote for or against disaffiliation. 

If the vote is in favor, that begins the process of formally untangling the finances and other connec-
tional links to the Wisconsin Conference.  Current year apportionments and next year’s apportion-
ments will need to be paid, in full.  Any outstanding loans would need to be paid, in full.  A sum to 
be determined by a set formula similar to that used for apportionments would also need to be fully 
paid into the pension fund by the departing church.  Obviously, the Conference would no longer be 
appointing pastors or providing support for pastors.  Pastors would also need to be in communica-
tion with the DS regarding their intentions—staying with the Church, or separating from it. 

And all of the above would need to be sorted out and paid by December 31, 2023.  If that doesn’t 
happen, the window closes and the church can no longer disaffiliate.  This is not arbitrary, but is a 
time frame set by the last General Conference. 

This is not a complete and comprehensive explanation, but it should give you the flavor of the pro-
cess, at least.  If you have further questions, you can contact me and I will be glad to direct you to 
resources prepared by the Conference office and the United Methodist Church.  Any editorial com-
ments are mine. 

In my discussions with you, frankly, I’ve heard no one express any interest in going through the dis-
affiliation process.  I don’t anticipate this being on our to-do list, but as I said earlier, I don’t want you 
to hear about it and be uninformed.  It is always possible, at least, that other churches in our area 
may choose to take the disaffiliation route—and if that occurs, we will be tasked with reaching out to 
our brothers and sisters in love during what will surely be a turbulent time. 

These are interesting times for the United Methodist Church, and more than ever we are being chal-
lenged to stand up for our core beliefs in love, justice, and the God-given rights of all people.  If you 
have any questions or comments, please let me know, or you can also contact Annette Meints, our 
Ad Council chairperson. 

God bless you.  Have a safe rest of the summer...and I’ll see you in church! 

Pastor Keith 



 

 

 
August Birthdays 

 
Teegan McKinney 8/4 
Michelle Bossong 8/5 
Kyle Miskovic  8/9 
Cathy Reilly  8/9 

Melanie Hartnek  8/10 
Jennifer Koessl  8/12 
Carley Jones  8/15 
John McKinney  8/19 
Kathleen Scanlan 8/21 
Jim Lura   8/22 
Marsha Isaacson 8/22 
Melva Stockwell  8/24 
Alexey Hufnagle 8/27 
Sue Grulich  8/29 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Westosha Senior Community Fellowship Time 

Wednesday August 3rd at 10:00 am 

“Scotland Through a Novice Eye!” 

By Rachel Hewitt 

 

Free Bingo & Prizes 

 

Wilmot Methodist Church 

11425 Fox River Rd. Wilmot 

Call 262-862-6366 for more info. 

 
Pennies for Missions 2022 

 
January / Shalom Soup Kitchen 
February / Feed My Starving Children 
March / He Intends Victory 
April / Hope Gardens 
May / Westosha Senior Center 
June / UMCOR 
July / Aid Africa’s Children 
August / The Sharing Center 
September / Literacy Council 
October / Operation Smile Train 
November / Women’s & Children’s Horizon 
December / Goodfellows 

 
Please help support these causes, by send-
ing in a check by the end of each month, with 
a notation in the memo area, and it will be in-
cluded in our total donation. 



 

 

 
       

       

       

       

       

       

       

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 

Big Book 

7 pm 

6 

7 

Service 

10:15 am 

 

8 9 10 11 12 

Big Book 

7 pm 

13 

14 

Service 

10:15 am 

Noisy 

15 

4-H Club  

6 - 9 pm 

16 17 18 19 

Big Book 

7 pm 

20 

21 

Service 

10:15 am 

22 23 24 25 26 

Big Book 

7 pm 

27 

28 

Service 

10:15 am 

29 30 31    

August 2022 



 

 

RaiseRight CARDS!!! (SCRIP) 
When you purchase a SCRIP card for your purchases, a percentage of the card will benefit the 
church.   

See Mindy Smouse after church or contact her at 262-716-4420 or e-mail msgmgs@gmail.com.  
The following SCRIP gift cards are on hand at church and available for your immediate purchase: 
Amazon - Applebee’s - Arby’s -Bath & Body Works - BP - Bristol 45 Diner -  Buffalo Wild Wings - 
Burger King - Cabela’s - Cheddar’s   Chili’s - Chipotle - Tinseltown - Cinemark -  Cousin’s Subs - 
Cracker Barrel  - Culvers - Dunkin Donuts    Festival Foods - Gordon Food Service - IHOP - JC 
Penney - Joann Fabrics - Kohl’s - Kwik Trip - Little Caesars -  Lowes - Marathon - Meijer - 
Menard’s – Mobil - Noodles & Company - Old Navy - Olive Garden  Panera - Papa Murphy’s - Piz-
za Hut - Red Lobster - Red Robin - Shell - Starbucks - Subway- Taco Bell-Target - Texas Road-
house - TJ Maxx - Walgreens - Wal-Mart - Wendy’s - Woodmans                                                                                                                    

 

Keith Hewitt, Pastor 

Cell: (262) 308-2437 

pastorkhewitt@gmail.com 

Church phone:  (262) 843-2525 

Pleasant Prairie Worship: 8:30 am 

Salem Worship: 10:15 am  

salemwiumc@gmail.com 

Secretary: salemumcsecretary@gmail.com    

Website:  salemflamesofgrace.com 

Office Hours: 9:00 am - 1:00 pm  Monday, Wednesday, Thursday   

 Pastor’s Office Hours:  9:00 am -12:00 pm Wednesday at Salem  

 

                                                           Salem UMC’s Website 

Have you visited our SUMC website, Salemflamesofgrace.com? It is packed with 
information and awaiting your input! This is YOUR website. Visit often and let us 
know what you think. If you have information you'd like to see posted on the site 
such as committee updates and events, pictures of church events, or for your 
comments or corrections, please let Sandy Kay Jacoby know at 
skjacoby6@gmail.com or Joanna Carlberg at photojo1955@gmail.com 

The “Messenger” Deadline is Wednesday, August 18th   

 

Please have all articles forwarded to the secretary at:                                        
salemumcsecretary@gmail.com  - Thank you 


