
 

 

May 2022 

MESSENGER 

Salem and Pleasant Prairie 

 

 Office Hours:  

9:00 am - 1:00 pm 

Mon, Wed, Thurs 
 

Directory Listing 

Keith Hewitt, Pastor 

pastorkhewitt@gmail.com 

Regina McKillips, Church Secretary 

salemumcsecretary@gmail.com 

Ian Huddleston,  Music Accompanist 

ihnetwork@outlook.com 

Kyle Miskovic, Choir Director kmis-
kovic@carthage.edu 

Kim Ouwerkerk, Hand Bell Director 

kim.ouwerkerk@outlook.com 

Annette Meints, Church Council Chair 

ameints@wi.rr.com 

Rick Carlberg, Lay Leader 

rcarlberg@wi.rr.com 

Connie Bevry, Education Co-Chair 

ckbevry@gmail.com 

Ragnar Ouwerkerk, Staff Parish Chair 

ragnar.ouwerkerk@outlook.com 

Todd Schatzka, Trustee Chair 

tschatzka@msn.com 

Kathy Hufnagle, Finance Chair 

 klhufnagle0406@gmail.com 

Marsha Isaacson, Financial Secretary 

isaacson488@gmail.com 

Melanie Hartnek, Treasurer 

mhartnek@gmail.com  

 

Salem United Methodist Church              Pleasant Prairie United Methodist Church 

25130 85th Street                 8405 104th Avenue 

Salem, WI  53168                 Pleasant Prairie, WI 53158 

Ph: 262-843-2525                    Ph: 262-694-8522 

pastorkhewitt@gmail.com 

salemumcsecretary@gmail.com 

Website: salemflamesofgrace.com 

 

 

 
For month of April we have been praying for: 
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Don Kessel; Neil Ahler; C. Shilpa;  
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Bob Reid 
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Jack Davis 
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            May 7, 202 

Dear Church Family and Friends, 

I was thinking, this week, that it’s possible over years of sermons and story-telling that I have given you the 
impression that my brother and I occasionally misbehaved, or at least tempted the patience and pushed the 
tolerance envelope of our mother.  And if that’s the case, I think I need to apologize and set the record 
straight. 

Truth be told, we frequently were getting into one sort of trouble or another…whether it was planning to build 
a homemade rocket pack for me, bringing baby bunnies into the house, or gently teasing Mom about her lat-
est speeding ticket by using masking tape to write “X-15” on the driver-side door of her old Hudson.  (Word to 
the wise: at least on older cars, masking tape will peel the paint off.  That particular prank lived on long after 
we did it.  Which meant she saw it every day.  Which, come to think of it, may explain her mood for the entire 
summer of 1964…) 

Of necessity, then, many of my early memories of Mom involve being corrected—either preemptively, or after 
our latest activities came to light.  The desired effect, of course, was that by correcting us, we would learn to 
stop doing those things; the actual effect was that we just learned to put more effort into hiding them.  In the 
summer, having six miles of beach and a few thousand acres of forest at our disposal helped with that. 

Those are the memories that come to mind first…memories of childhood antics and often-exasperated pa-
rental supervision…but there are others, when I take the time to think.   

I mentioned bunnies.  There were two, orphaned by a lawn mower accident; we found them in their nest.  
They were tiny, helpless, and furry—and just the sort of creature Mom wanted nothing to do with.  Just 
touching them, she told us, made her skin crawl.  (It was a sensory thing she shared with her mom, oddly 
enough.)  But seeing how we were concerned about them, and wanted to help, changed her mind. 

They were named Emil and Schuster, and we installed them in a box, with an inside-out coonskin cap as 
their nest.  We fed them warm milk with an eye dropper, and when we went to school, Mom took over caring 
for them—even picking them up to feed them.  All to no avail.  They died after about a week, a day apart; I 
suspect the milk was not enough for them to live on.   

The thing that strikes me now, looking back, is that while she must have been relieved on some level, she 
also mourned with us.  She felt our pain, our loss, our sadness, taking them on herself so that we would have 
someone to share the burden with.  For all of the times we were disobedient, she was still there when we 
needed love and comfort, when we needed someone more than just us to lean on. 

It goes deeper than bunnies, of course…she spent hours nursing us when we were injured in a car accident 
with her parents; she cradled me in her arms as they rushed me to the hospital after I severed the tip of my 
finger at Point Beach…she did all those things, great and small, that parents do for their children, and that 
we never quite get until we have children of our own. 

I understand, now, that whether she knew it or not, she was modeling God’s love for us.  A love that tries to 
warn us away from trouble, that is there as a lifeline when we don’t take the warning to heart, and that contin-
ues on no matter what we do.  It’s a tragedy that not everyone has a Mom who can do that for them, but that 
just means it’s up to us to try to fill in the gaps where we can.   

Mom had the gift of being able to be angry and caring…which, come to think about it, describes God pretty 
well.  Angry and disappointed when we stray, but still caring beneath the disappointment, still loving beneath 
the anger.  And because of that, God has given us a way back, a way to be forgiven, a way to change our 
lives for the better, through Jesus Christ.   

Let us give thanks to God, for God’s grace and mercy.  And thanks, Mom…I hope we’ve made you 
proud. 

See you in church! 
Pastor Keith 
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Cassi Bossong  2nd 
Kim Ouwerkerk  5th 
Christine Anderson 9th 
Brad Gilliam  10th 
Tom Reilly   13th 
Florence Bohn  15th 
Tiffany Boss  19th 
Ron Verhaalen  21st 
Harlan Schoen  22nd 
Todd Schatzka  24th 
Keith Olsen  26th 
Kurt Eckberg  27th 
Len Browne  28th 

 
 

 

 
Church Council Meeting 

 
Thursday, May 19th at 7:00 pm   

 
The other committees will schedule on their own. 

 

                        Important Dates 

May 4th   Fellowship Time Wilmot UMC  10 am 

May 14th  Senior Arts & Crafts Contest & Show 

May 20th  Relay For Life 

May 21st  Celebration of Ministry 

 
Pennies for Missions 2022 

 
January / Shalom Soup Kitchen 
February / Feed My Starving Children 
March / He Intends Victory 
April / Hope Gardens 
May / Westosha Senior Center 
June / UMCOR 
July / Aid Africa’s Children 
August / The Sharing Center 
September / Literacy Council 
October / Operation Smile Train 
November / Women’s & Children’s Horizon 
December / Goodfellows 

 
Please help support these causes, by send-
ing in a check by the end of each month, with 
a notation in the memo area, and it will be in-
cluded in our total donation. 



 

 

Sun 

 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

Service 

10:15 am 

2 3 

Boy Scouts  

6 pm 

4 

Praise  

Power  

6:30 pm 

5 6 

Big Book 

 7 pm 

7 

8 

Service 10:15 

Noisy 

Offering 

9 

4-H Club 

6-9 pm 

10 

Boy Scouts  

6 pm 

11 

Praise  

Power  

6:30 pm 

12 13 

Big Book 

 7 pm 

14 

Arts & Craft 

Contest & 

Show 

15 

Service 

10:15 am 

16 17 

Boy Scouts  

6 pm 

18 

Praise  

Power  

6:30 pm 

19 20 

Relay for 

Life 

Big Book 

21 

Celebration 

of Ministry 

 

22 

Service 

10:15 am 

23 24 

Boy Scouts  

6 pm 

25 

Praise  

Power  

6:30 pm 

26 27 

Big Book 

 7 pm 

 

28 

29 

Service 

10:15 am 

30 

Memorial 

Day 

31 

Boy Scouts  

6 pm 
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SCRIP CARDS!!! 
When you purchase a SCRIP card for your purchases, a percentage of the card will benefit the 
church.   

See Mindy Smouse after church or contact her at 262-716-4420 or e-mail msgmgs@gmail.com.  
The following SCRIP gift cards are on hand at church and available for your immediate purchase: 
Amazon - Applebee’s - Arby’s -Bath & Body Works - BP - Bristol 45 Diner -  Buffalo Wild Wings - 
Burger King - Cabela’s - Cheddar’s   Chili’s - Chipotle - Tinseltown - Cinemark -  Cousin’s Subs - 
Cracker Barrel  - Culvers - Dunkin Donuts    Festival Foods - Gordon Food Service - IHOP - JC 
Penney - Joann Fabrics - Kohl’s - Kwik Trip - Little Caesars -  Lowes - Marathon - Meijer - 
Menard’s – Mobil - Noodles & Company - Old Navy - Olive Garden  Panera - Papa Murphy’s - Piz-
za Hut - Red Lobster - Red Robin - Shell - Starbucks - Subway- Taco Bell-Target - Texas Road-
house - TJ Maxx - Walgreens - Wal-Mart - Wendy’s - Woodmans                                                                                                                    

 

Keith Hewitt, Pastor 

Cell: (262) 308-2437 

pastorkhewitt@gmail.com 

Church phone:  (262) 843-2525 

Pleasant Prairie Worship: 8:30 am 

Salem Worship: 10:15 am  

salemwiumc@gmail.com 

Secretary: salemumcsecretary@gmail.com    

Website:  salemflamesofgrace.com 

Office Hours: 9:00 am - 1:00 pm  Monday, Wednesday, Thursday   

 Pastor’s Office Hours:  9:00 am -12:00 pm Wednesday at Salem  

 

                                                           Salem UMC’s Website 

Have you visited our SUMC website, Salemflamesofgrace.com? It is packed with 
information and awaiting your input! This is YOUR website. Visit often and let us 
know what you think. If you have information you'd like to see posted on the site 
such as committee updates and events, pictures of church events, or for your 
comments or corrections, please let Sandy Kay Jacoby know at 
skjacoby6@gmail.com or Joanna Carlberg at photojo1955@gmail.com 

The “Messenger” Deadline is Wednesday, May 18th.   

 

Please have all articles forwarded to the secretary at:                                        
salemumcsecretary@gmail.com  - Thank you 


