
 

 

April 2022 

MESSENGER 

Salem and Pleasant Prairie 

 

New Office Hours:  

9:00 am - 1:00 pm 

Mon, Wed, Thurs 
 

Directory Listing 

Keith Hewitt, Pastor 

pastorkhewitt@gmail.com 

Regina McKillips, Church Secretary 

salemumcsecretary@gmail.com 

Ian Huddleston,  Music Accompanist 

ihnetwork@outlook.com 

Kyle Miskovic, Choir Director kmis-
kovic@carthage.edu 

Kim Ouwerkerk, Hand Bell Director 

kim.ouwerkerk@outlook.com 

Annette Meints, Church Council Chair 

ameints@wi.rr.com 

Rick Carlberg, Lay Leader 

rcarlberg@wi.rr.com 

Connie Bevry, Education Co-Chair 

ckbevry@gmail.com 

Ragnar Ouwerkerk, Staff Parish Chair 

ragnar.ouwerkerk@outlook.com 

Todd Schatzka, Trustee Chair 

tschatzka@msn.com 

Kathy Hufnagle, Finance Chair 

 klhufnagle0406@gmail.com 

Marsha Isaacson, Financial Secretary 

isaacson488@gmail.com 

Melanie Hartnek, Treasurer 

mhartnek@gmail.com  

 

Salem United Methodist Church              Pleasant Prairie United Methodist Church 

25130 85th Street                 8405 104th Avenue 

Salem, WI  53168                 Pleasant Prairie, WI 53158 

Ph: 262-843-2525                    Ph: 262-694-8522 

pastorkhewitt@gmail.com 

salemumcsecretary@gmail.com 

Website: salemflamesofgrace.com 

 

 

 
For month of March have been praying for: 

 
 
 

Jose Santos 

Marylln Zirbel 

Brad Gilliam 

Paster Jean Bartlett 

Jack Davis 

Bill Palmer 

Don Kessel 

Greta Menke 

The people of Ukraine 

People that are isolated 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Dear Church Family and Friends, 

 

The Gospel of John recounts a unique event in the life and ministry of Jesus, not seen or even al-

luded to in the Synoptic Gospels (Matthew, Mark, and Luke).  A friend and disciple (lower-case “D”, 

meaning follower) by the name of Lazarus falls ill and dies, and his body is consigned to a tomb 

outside of town.  Following the pattern of the day, the expectation would have been that a year or 

so later his sisters would reopen the tomb, collect his skeletal remains, and deposit them into a 

stone box called an ossuary, where they would await resurrection (if you were a Pharisee) or just 

turn to dust and remain there (if you were a Sadducee). 

 

Then Jesus changed the game. 

 

Jesus arrived like the cavalry showing up when the battle was already over.  To everyone who 

knew Lazarus, the crisis was over, the battle was lost, and there was nothing left to do.  Undeterred, 

Jesus went to the tomb, prayed, and then--in the immortal words of James Brown-- called upon his 

friend to get on up.  And he did.  Rising up, he walked out of the darkness of death and into the 

warmth and light of the sun…and, no doubt, a certain amount of consternation from family, friends, 

and neighbors. 

 

It's a story that has alternately creeped me out, as a young Sunday School student; given me hope, 

as an adult; and fascinated me whenever I try to put myself into the context of that moment and try 

to imagine what it must have been like.  What was it like for Lazarus?  Did he even know he was 

dead, or was his first clue waking up in a tomb, wrapped in linen?  What was it like for Mary and 

Martha, who for the rest of their days would be sitting across the table from the man they’d buried?   

 

What was it like for Jesus, standing there in the sun, staring into the utter blackness of the tomb, 

knowing that that’s what was awaiting him even now—the cold, stone embrace of the finish line?  I 

imagine that a jumble of thoughts and emotions went through his mind, and that it may have taken 

him awhile to sort through them all in anticipation of his approaching fate.  Depending on what he 

knew and when he knew it, there may have been an intense connection formed between Jesus and 

Lazarus—a sort of brotherhood of the grave—but we don’t know.    It’s not part of the Gospel mes-

sage.   

 

But we do know this:  having stared into the bleak, black maw of the tomb, Jesus still chose death, 

chose suffering, chose for his battered, lifeless body to be entombed—and all for us.  Chose it, so 

that on a long-ago Sunday morning when everything seemed lost, his disciples might stand before 

his empty tomb and know that the story was far from over.  Chose it, so that we in turn could 

choose him, have our sins forgiven, and be assured of a life to come. 

 

Chose it, to show us that love can conquer pain, suffering, and death…that the essence of love is a 

life lived for others, and that love will be the final victor, because love comes from God. 

 

Hallelujah, Christ is risen!   

 

Happy Easter, 

Pastor Keith 



 

 

 
 

April Birthdays 
 

Rose Gingerelli  01st 
Kathy Hufnagle  06th 
Marci Schultz  15th 
Jessica Stevens 17th 
Ruth Forster  18th 
Blair Grimm  20th 
Murry Holmstrom 20th 
Jerry Meints  24th 
Edward Hartnek  25th 
Grace Merrill  27th 
Ann Bradshaw  29th 
Katrina Bostanche 29th 

    
 
 

 

 
Church Council Meeting 

 
Thursday, April  21st at 7:00 pm   

 
The other committees will schedule on their own. 

 

                        Important Dates 

 

 Palm Sunday    April 10th  Service 10:15 am 

 The Twelve    Performance on April 14th at 7:00 pm 

 Good Friday Circuit Service  is at 7:00 pm at Salem UMC 

 Easter Sunday    April 17th Service at 10:15 am 

 
Pennies for Missions 2022 

 
January / Shalom Soup Kitchen 
February / Feed My Starving Children 
March / He Intends Victory 
April / Hope Gardens 
May / Westosha Senior Center 
June / UMCOR 
July / Aid Africa’s Children 
August / The Sharing Center 
September / Literacy Council 
October / Operation Smile Train 
November / Women’s & Children’s Horizon 
December / Goodfellows 

 
Please help support these causes, by send-
ing in a check by the end of each month, with 
a notation in the memo area, and it will be in-
cluded in our total donation. 



 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 5 

Boy Scouts 

6 pm 

6 7 8 

AA 7:00 pm 

9 

10 

Palm 

Sunday 

10:15 am 

11 12 

Boy Scouts 

6 pm 

13 14 

Performance 

of 

The Twelve 

7:00 pm 

15 

Good Friday 

Circuit Service 

7:00 pm here at 

Salem 

16 

17 

Easter 

Sunday 

10:15 am 

18 19 

Boy Scouts 

6 pm 

20 21 

Committee 

Meetings 

      7:00 

22 

AA 7:00 pm 

23 

24 25 26 

Boy Scouts 

6 pm 

27 28 29 

AA 7:00 pm 

30 

April 2022 



 

 

SCRIP CARDS!!! 
When you purchase a SCRIP card for your purchases, a percentage of the card will benefit the 
church.   

See Mindy Smouse after church or contact her at 262-716-4420 or e-mail msgmgs@gmail.com.  
The following SCRIP gift cards are on hand at church and available for your immediate purchase: 
Amazon - Applebee’s - Arby’s -Bath & Body Works - BP - Bristol 45 Diner -  Buffalo Wild Wings - 
Burger King - Cabela’s - Cheddar’s   Chili’s - Chipotle - Tinseltown - Cinemark -  Cousin’s Subs - 
Cracker Barrel  - Culvers - Dunkin Donuts    Festival Foods - Gordon Food Service - IHOP - JC 
Penney - Joann Fabrics - Kohl’s - Kwik Trip - Little Caesars -  Lowes - Marathon - Meijer - 
Menard’s – Mobil - Noodles & Company - Old Navy - Olive Garden  Panera - Papa Murphy’s - Piz-
za Hut - Red Lobster - Red Robin - Shell - Starbucks - Subway- Taco Bell-Target - Texas Road-
house - TJ Maxx - Walgreens - Wal-Mart - Wendy’s - Woodmans                                                                                                                    

 

Keith Hewitt, Pastor 

Cell: (262) 308-2437 

pastorkhewitt@gmail.com 

Church phone:  (262) 843-2525 

Pleasant Prairie Worship: 8:30 am 

Salem Worship: 10:15 am  

salemwiumc@gmail.com 

Secretary: salemumcsecretary@gmail.com    

Website:  salemflamesofgrace.com 

Office Hours: 9:00 am - 1:00 pm  Monday, Wednesday, Thursday   

 Pastor’s Office Hours:  9:00 am -12:00 pm Wednesday at Salem  

 

                                                           Salem UMC’s Website 

Have you visited our SUMC website, Salemflamesofgrace.com? It is packed with 
information and awaiting your input! This is YOUR website. Visit often and let us 
know what you think. If you have information you'd like to see posted on the site 
such as committee updates and events, pictures of church events, or for your 
comments or corrections, please let Sandy Kay Jacoby know at 
skjacoby6@gmail.com or Joanna Carlberg at photojo1955@gmail.com 

The “Messenger” Deadline is Wednesday  April 20th.   

 

Please have all articles forwarded to the secretary at:                                        
salemumcsecretary@gmail.com  - Thank you 


