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Salem and Pleasant Prairie 

 

New Office Hours:  

9:00 am - 1:00 pm 

Mon, Wed, Thurs 
 

Directory Listing 

Keith Hewitt, Pastor 

pastorkhewitt@gmail.com 

Regina McKillips, Church Secretary 

salemumcsecretary@gmail.com 
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ihnetwork@outlook.com 

Kyle Miskovic, Choir Director kmis-
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rcarlberg@wi.rr.com 

Connie Bevry, Education Co-Chair 
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Ragnar Ouwerkerk, Staff Parish Chair 

ragnar.ouwerkerk@outlook.com 

Todd Schatzka, Trustee Chair 

tschatzka@msn.com 

Kathy Hufnagle, Finance Chair 

 klhufnagle0406@gmail.com 

Marsha Isaacson, Financial Secretary 

isaacson488@gmail.com 

Melanie Hartnek, Treasurer 

mhartnek@gmail.com  
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For month of January have been praying for: 

 
Families of:    Mary Chapeta 

Dorothy Heiss    Ron Verhaalen 

Fred Ekornaas    Alex Hook 

Randy Vandervelden   Marsha Folger 

Ginger Fay    Steve DeCarlo 

Maria Miskovic    Shane Gerber 

People who have passed  Tommy Howe 

from Covid     Hospital employees 

Prayers for:    EMS employees 

Rachel Hewitt     

Brad Gilliam     

Ruth Perry 

Kyle Miskovic 

Jerry Meints 

Max Daniels 

Duane 

Bob Simins 



 

 

 
 
 

 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
All of the anxiety over what Putin is up to on the border of Ukraine (hint: he’s a KGB holdover, so we can be 
pretty sure he’s not there to deliver PajamaGrams and Fannie May for Valentine’s Day), combined with wor-
ries over our nation’s supply chain after two years of our economy being savaged by Covid-19, have been 
swirling around in my subconscious for the last few days, and I finally figured out why. 
 
Many years ago, a friend of ours took a year off from teaching, here, so she could teach school in Ukraine for 
a year.  It was part of a mission program for a Christian organization, and it was definitely a big deal.  As part 
of her preparation, of course, she made sure her papers were in order, got all of the recommended shots, 
etc; as part of ours, we pledged funding and signed up with our first Internet provider so that we could stay in 
touch with her by email. 
 
(For you young people, that Internet connection was via a landline hooked up to a blazing fast 28K modem.  
On a good day, it was every bit as fast as sending signals via semaphore flags.  But it enabled instant, same-
day communication without the budget-breaking expense of international calling.) 
 
She spoke Ukrainian, and gradually adapted to the local life—which was about what you would expect from 
a former Eastern Bloc nation just years after the Soviets left.  Late in the school year, though, she fell ill.  
Doctors in Kyiv determined that she was suffering from acute appendicitis—and the organization for which 
she worked immediately had her air-evacuated to Vienna for surgery, for safety reasons.  (With cause.)  After 
some weeks, she was evacuated back to the US to recover. 
 
All of which is background for this:  One of her greatest difficulties in returning to her former life here in the 
US sprung from the simple act of shopping.  Used to stores that were indifferently stocked with limited food 
back in Kyiv, the sheer abundance of groceries on the shelves here in the US would overwhelm her. Walking 
into the local Jewel was a staggering, stress-inducing experience.  It was literally an embarrassment of rich-
es for some time after she returned. 
 
It was an eye-opening experience for her, and remembering her talk about it is an eye-opening experience 
for me.  First, of course, because it’s a reminder of how unbelievably fortunate we are:  thus far, at least, the 
biggest problems associated with the supply chain tend to be that we’re frustrated because we can’t get the 
brand of toilet paper we like, or the kind of soda we drink.  If that’s the greatest deprivation we face, we are 
blessed beyond measure. 
 
Second, though, I think it’s a sobering reminder of how we ought to feel when we ponder the Good News of 
Jesus Christ.  Consider, God’s son was born, lived, and died as a human solely so that he could redeem hu-
manity:  overwhelmed.  God’s son cared enough about you…and you…and especially you…to die in a bru-
tal, bloody way, so that you can look forward to being reunited with your loved ones and restored to a rela-
tionship with the Creator of the universe.   
 
We ought to be overwhelmed by this amazing grace (to coin a phrase).  But I’m afraid it's such a part of our 
lives that many of us don’t think of it at all, or maybe only at Easter or Christmas, when we should be giving 
thanks every day, for it is only by the love and grace of God that we are saved…it is only because the Crea-
tor of the universe loves you, that you are redeemed.  And because, you are one of God’s beloved children. 
 
As we begin the journey to Lent, I invite and encourage you to be mindful of this gift, and to be intentional 
about being thankful—truly thankful—every day.  Make it a part of your daily prayers, not as some rote item 
on your prayer checklist, but as an expression of heartfelt gratitude.  Make it a part of your daily routine, so 
that you are on the lookout to share God’s love with someone in need.  Make it a part of your life…because 
it’s God that makes your life possible. 
 
See you in church! 
Pastor Keith 



 

 

March Birthdays 
 

Amanda Bossong  5th 
Alison Rosin   5th 
Courtney Lamar    6th 
Joseph Egeland   12th 
Dorothy Sasso   12th 
Peyton Shanor   13th 
Makayla Ouwerkerk  14th 
Ron Verhaalen   14th 
Connie Olsen   17th 
Hunter Hermes   18th 
Rachel Hewitt   22nd 
Lisa Stevens   22nd 
Nancy Webster   24th 
Kathryn Maloney  25th 
Corbin Bevry   26th 
Diane Trombley   27th 
 

 

 
Church Council Meeting 

 
Thursday, February 17th at 7:00 pm   

 
The other committees will schedule on their own. 

 

     

Ash Wednesday   March 2nd 

 

This years service will be a Circuit Service and the time is still to be 

determined. 

 

 
Pennies for Missions 2022 

 
January / Shalom Soup Kitchen 
February / Feed My Starving Children 
March / He Intends Victory 
April / Hope Gardens 
May / Westosha Senior Center 
June / UMCOR 
July / Aid Africa’s Children 
August / The Sharing Center 
September / Literacy Council 
October / Operation Smile Train 
November / Women’s & Children’s Horizon 
December / Goodfellows 

 
Please help support these causes, by send-
ing in a check by the end of each month, with 
a notation in the memo area, and it will be in-
cluded in our total donation. 



 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 

Valetine’s 

Day 

15 

Boy 

Scouts 

 

16 

AA  

meeting 

17 

Council 

Meeting 

7 pm 

18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28      

February 2022 



 

 

SCRIP CARDS!!! 
When you purchase a SCRIP card for your purchases, a percentage of the card will benefit the 
church.   

See Mindy Smouse after church or contact her at 857-2066 or e-mail msgmgs@gmail.com.  The 
following SCRIP gift cards are on hand at church and available for your immediate purchase: Ama-
zon - Applebee’s - Arby’s -Bath & Body Works - BP - Bristol 45 Diner -  Buffalo Wild Wings - Burger 
King - Cabela’s - Cheddar’s   Chili’s - Chipotle - Tinseltown - Cinemark -  Cousin’s Subs - Cracker 
Barrel  - Culvers - Dunkin Donuts    Festival Foods - Gordon Food Service - IHOP - JC Penney - 
Joann Fabrics - Kohl’s - Kwik Trip - Little Caesars -  Lowes - Marathon - Meijer - Menard’s – Mobil - 
Noodles & Company - Old Navy - Olive Garden  Panera - Papa Murphy’s - Pizza Hut - Red Lobster 
- Red Robin - Shell - Starbucks - Subway- Taco Bell-Target - Texas Roadhouse - TJ Maxx - 
Walgreens - Wal-Mart - Wendy’s - Woodmans                                                                                                                    

 

Keith Hewitt, Pastor 

Cell: (262) 308-2437 

pastorkhewitt@gmail.com 

Church phone:  (262) 843-2525 

Pleasant Prairie Worship: 8:30 am 

Salem Worship: 10:15 am  

salemwiumc@gmail.com 

Secretary: salemumcsecretary@gmail.com    

Website:  salemflamesofgrace.com 

Office Hours: 9:00 am - 1:00 pm  Monday, Wednesday, Thursday   

 Pastor’s Office Hours:  9:00 am -12:00 pm Wednesday at Salem  

 

                                                           Salem UMC’s Website 

Have you visited our SUMC website, Salemflamesofgrace.com? It is packed with 
information and awaiting your input! This is YOUR website. Visit often and let us 
know what you think. If you have information you'd like to see posted on the site 
such as committee updates and events, pictures of church events, or for your 
comments or corrections, please let Sandy Kay Jacoby know at 
skjacoby6@gmail.com or Joanna Carlberg at photojo1955@gmail.com 

The “Messenger” Deadline is Wednesday  February 16th.   

 

Please have all articles forwarded to the secretary at:                                        
salemumcsecretary@gmail.com  - Thank you 


