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During the month of December 2020, we have been praying for: 

 
 

 Linda Roberts    Rhys Hund 

 Steve Waite    Stephanie Smith 

 Natalie Pepper Family  Bill Jones 

 Charles McCormick   Gosha’s mother 

 Judah Thompson   Sandi Betz’ Family 

 Pastor Keith & Family   John Gonzales 

 Ruth Perry & Family   Ragnar Ouwerkerk 

 George & Norma Rosin  Armitage Family 

 Rory-Carlberg’s grandson  Dennis-Todd’s co-worker 

 James, Florence Bohn’s cousin    

 

 



 

 

 
 
 
        December 30, 2020 

 

 

 
Dear Church Family and Friends, 
 
At home, we have almost never had blow-up lawn decorations for Christmas.  This came up as a subject because one 
of our neighbors does, and the junior dog in our house has decided that they represent a clear and present danger.  
Every night, when the decorations come to incandescent life, she frantically alerts the household that something dan-
gerous is lurking in the darkness. 
 
As Jim Croce once said in another context, our puppy was not meant to climb the Tree of Knowledge… 
 
Over Christmas weekend, this got us to reminiscing about the year we actually did have an inflatable snow globe about 
three feet across, with festive insides that were whirled around by the same fan that inflated the ball.  As holiday deco-
rations go, it was really only Christmassy if you could convince yourself that Mary and Joseph had been transported to 
Bethlehem on the wings of a Kansas twister, but it was something different for us. 
 
The most interesting thing about it, though, was what I noticed when we took it down.  There had been several heavy 
snows, so the snow in our yard was quite deep…but there, when the globe was deflated for the last time, was a per-
fectly shaped hemisphere of emptiness carved out of the snow.  And when I stood there, looking at this perfect bit of 
negative space, it seemed to me to be a perfect representation of the emptiness that I experienced when the holiday 
was over:  a reminder that there had been something there, but that something was now gone, and would soon be filled 
in by the ordinary stuff of life. 
 
Maybe you’ve experienced it, too—that post-holiday let-down that comes after all the festivities are done, and there’s 
nothing more to look forward to but the same-ol’ same-ol’ of winter for the next three months just filling in the days, the 
way snow would eventually fill in that space where the decoration had been.  This year, particularly, as we have strug-
gled to celebrate Christmas in an environment that seemed purpose-built to stifle celebration, to have even that come to 
end might easily leave us with a hole in our lives that is aching to be filled. 
 
So as we prepare to enter into 2021, with its own set of great unknowns, let’s pause to take a deep breath and appreci-
ate what we have…and what we will have.  We have a Savior, of course—a source of grace and forgiveness in our 
lives.  We have the love of God, written so prominently in our hearts that no matter how scarred they’ve become, we 
can still buff away those wounds and discover it there, where it has always been.  And we have the sure and certain 
knowledge that not only have we been redeemed, not only are we loved—but we have been entrusted to act as Jesus’ 
hands and feet, his mouth and heart, for the world around us.   
 
2021 will be a good year to love like the Christians we are and to live like the good neighbors we want to be, to every-
one.  It will be a year of reconnection and innovation, as we look for new ways to serve even under the constraints that 
bind us…and for ways to physically worship together.  It will not look the same as it did in February of 2020, but it will 
happen.  (On that, look for an announcement soon!) 
 
It is my wish for us that 2021 will not be the year in which the space in our hearts is filled in by the world, but by opti-
mism, love, and faith that will fill us with joy again.  The words of Isaiah have never carried more meaning:  “Arise, 
shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.”  (Isaiah 60:1) 
 
I hope you have all had a blessed and joyous Christmas, and pray that you will have a safe and happy New Year as we 
prepare for the challenge of 2021.  Rest up—it’s going to be an interesting ride! 
 
Peace and health, 
Pastor Keith 



 

 

  
Update on In-Person Worship 

 
 As we move into the new year, and what we hope will be a new phase of COVID-19, the 
Salem Re-entry Planning Team has been looking ahead to a return to in-person worship. The 
current projection is that if numbers continue to drop in our area, we would be looking at a return 
to in-person worship on January 17. 
   
 The worship service would follow the same strict protocols that were in place prior to the 
most recent hiatus, with a few minor modifications.  Masks and social distancing would continue 
to be critical aspects of worship, along with sanitizing, and singing would not be part of worship.  
Worship will continue to be livestreamed on Facebook, as well. 
 
 A meeting will be held on January 12 to look at current conditions and make a final deci-
sion on whether the sanctuary will be open for worship on the 17

th
.  The outcome of that meeting 

will be announced via email and Facebook after the determination is made. 
 
 If you have any questions or other comments, please contact the Salem church office, or 
email me at pastorkhewitt@gmail.com 

 

SHALOM TO HOME UPDATE – DECEMBER 2020 

 

It has been 2 1/2 years since the 6 Methodist churches joined together in offering their support to 
the Shalom to Home program.  We are proud of our accomplishments during that time.    During 
the last year alone, we have assembled and donated 135 bath, kitchen, and cleaning kits and 
since the commencement of the program we have delivered an amazing total of 318.   Since each 
departing family receives 3 kits, this means that 106, previously homeless families have felt our 
love and concern as they leave the Center to begin their lives anew. We are proud to say that we 
have become the sole supporter of this wonderful program.  It is our hope that you will continue 
your selfless support.  In doing so, not only will you feel the joy of helping the less fortunate, you 
will know that you are truly doing God’s will. 

 

Program Coordinators - Jim Lura and Ann Bradshaw 

 

 

Our Pleasant Prairie church has collected and delivered hats, mittens, scarves and gloves, some 

handmade, to The Sharing Center, Shalom Center and Arnetta’s Kitchen.  We would like to ac-

knowledge Prairie Villa Senior Apartments and Ruth Forster for all their efforts and to everyone 

who donated, as well!    

Thank you!   – Marilyn Zirbel 

mailto:pastorkhewitt@gmail.com


 

 

                      

               New Group Forming! 

Salem Quilting & Sewing Group 

 

For anyone interested in quilting, sewing 
or working with textiles.  Our first project 

will be making lap quilts for veterans in VA 

facilities. 

 

Interested? Call our office. 

 

 

Westosha Senior Center News 

Warmest wishes for the safest, healthiest holi-

day season. At the Senior Center we are cele-

brating the rollout of vaccines that will bring us 

back together next year. While we can't set a 

much-anticipated opening date until a vaccine 

is readily available, we are excited to share 

good news. We have secured nearly $8,000 

funding and are scheduling major improve-

ments to the Center's indoor air quality. Both 

HVAC systems will be updated with energy 

recovery ventilation systems and UV and 

plasma filtrations. This will assure fresh air cir-

culation and filtration continuously. We con-

tinue to work to protect our seniors the best we 

can with current technology. These improve-

ments will continue providing better protection 

for flu and other viruses when we've all re-

ceived our vaccinations and COVID-19 is long 

in the rear view  mirror.   

January Birthdays 

 

Rebecca Potter    1st 

Linda Dowell    2nd 

Julisa Sand     6th 

Brittany Johnson    8th 

Mel Miller     8th 

Ragnar Ouwerkerk   11th 

Peter Verhaalen   16th 

Dayna Hartnek    9th 

Rose Knigge    19th 

Jane Smith    16th 

Jared Franz    31st 

 

 

 

Pennies For Missions 2020 

January:  He Intends Victory 

February:  Westosha Senior Center 

March:  UMCOR 

April:  Aid To African Children 

May:  Sharing Center 

June:  Operation Smile Train 

July:  Sharing Center -school supplies 

August:  Women & Childrens Horizons 

September:  Shalom Soup Kitchen 

October:  The Goodfellows 

November:  The Sharing Center—mittens 

December:  Feed the Starving Children 

 

Please help support these causes, by send-

ing in a check by the end of each month, with 

a notation in the memo area, and it will be 

included in our total donation. 

 



 

 

SCRIP CARDS 

When you purchase a SCRIP card for your purchases, a percentage of the card will benefit the church.  See 
Mindy Smouse after church or contact her at 857-2066 or e-mail msgmgs@gmail.com.  The following SCRIP 

gift cards are on hand at church and available for your immediate purchase: Amazon - Applebee’s - Arby’s 
Bath & Body Works - BP - Bristol 45 Diner -  Buffalo Wild Wings - Burger King - Cabela’s - Cheddar’s   
Chili’s - Chipotle - Tinseltown - Cinemark -  Cousin’s Subs - Cracker Barrel  - Culvers - Dunkin Donuts    
Festival Foods - Gordon Food Service - IHOP - JC Penney - Joann Fabrics - Kohl’s - Kwik Trip - Little           

Caesars -  Lowes - Marathon - Meijer - Menard’s – Mobil - Noodles & Company - Old Navy - Olive Garden  
Panera - Papa Murphy’s - Pizza Hut - Red Lobster - Red Robin - Shell - Starbucks - Subway- Taco Bell   

Target - Texas Roadhouse - TJ Maxx - Walgreens - Wal-Mart - Wendy’s - Woodmans                                                                                                                                                                   
 

 

Keith Hewitt, Pastor 

Cell: (262) 308-2437 

pastorkhewitt@gmail.com 

Church phone:  (262) 843-2525 

Pleasant Prairie Worship: 8:30 am 

Salem Worship: 10:15 am  

Sunday School: 9:15 - 10:00 am (Sept. - May) 

salemwiumc@gmail.com 

Secretary: salemumcsecretary@gmail.com    

Website:  salemflamesofgrace.com 

Office Hours: 9:00 am - 1:00 pm  Monday, Wednesday, Thursday   

 Pastor’s Office Hours:  9:00 am -12:00 pm Wednesday at Salem  

 

                                   Salem UMC’s Website 

Have you visited our SUMC website, Salemflamesofgrace.com? It is packed with informa-
tion and awaiting your input! This is YOUR website. Visit often and let us know what you 

think. If you have information you'd like to see posted on the site such as committee updates and events, pic-
tures of church events, or for your comments or corrections, please let Sandy Kay Jacoby know at 
skjacoby6@gmail.com or Joanna Carlberg at photojo1955@gmail.com 

The “Messenger” Deadline is Wednesday February 17th.  Please have all articles forwarded 
to the secretary at: salemumcsecretary@gmail.com  - Thank you 

  


