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Souper Bowl of Caring on February 4th
On Sunday February 4th, 2018 140 million Americans will tune
in to the Super Bowl football game. There will be parties with
abundant food, friendship and fellowship. At the same time, there will be
people worrying about staying warm, finding shelter and a warm meal.
Please join people around the country as they demonstrate God’s love by
loving their neighbors through the Souper Bowl of Caring. It’s a simple,
yet significant act of caring for others. All of the money collected is donated to a charity selected by the participant - none of the money is sent
to the Souper Bowl of Caring headquarters. You are invited to drop $1 (or
more) in the soup pot as you leave worship on February 4th Your donations will be given to the Shalom Center Soup Kitchen. Help our
neighbors in need by supporting the Souper Bowl of Caring.

Smorgasbord and Silent Auction
The annual SUMC Smorgasbord and Silent
Auction will be held on Sunday, March 4,
from 12:00 to 5:00 pm. Tickets are: Adults
(14 & up) $9.00 pre-sale or $10.00 at the
door. Seniors and kids $8.00 pre-sale or $9.00 at the door. Children under 3 are free. Please see Gail Dodge for advance tickets to sell, or call
262-206-3009. Sign up sheets for workers and food donations are available in the narthex. We need your help to make this event a success!
You may also call Gail Dodge at 262-206-3009 to let her know if you can
work or donate food items.
The Silent Auction is in need of donations. Please add a note stating the
value of the item you are donating. Linda Roberts & Joanna Carlberg
will accept silent auction donations until the morning of March 4.

Dear Salem Family,
Every once in a while, the calendar can sort of give you a wink and a nudge and say,
“See what I did there?” 2018 is one of those years, in that the very somber church holi
day of Ash Wednesday happens to fall on the somewhat less somber cultural holiday of
Valentine’s Day—or, more properly, St. Valentine’s Day--celebrated with chocolate,
flowers, endless ads for mail-order PJs and oversized teddy bears, and more. It seems
like it should have all the makings of an Alanis Morissette song…but then maybe it’s
not so ironic, after all.
First, let’s look at some history. While the history and details surrounding St. Valentine are—to put it
charitably—a little murky, there are a few things that are generally agreed upon. His street name was Valentinus, and he was probably born around the year 226 in the city of Terni, in what is now Italy. He was a very
early Christian, becoming a priest, and then eventually Bishop of Terni, Amelia, and Narnia. (No, not that
Narnia.) At some point thereafter, he was arrested for his faith, and while in the custody of a Roman judge
named Asterius he performed miracles and spoke persuasively enough to convert the judge and his family.
Freed from custody, Valentinus soon got in trouble again by secretly marrying couples so that the
man—now married—would be ineligible for military service. At a time when the Roman army was pressed for
soldiers, this was a major inconvenience—even traitorous. He was arrested again, and this time ended up in
the custody of Emperor Claudius II. (No, not that Claudius.) There, he proved to be charming enough that
Claudius II took a shine to him…until Valentinus offered to baptize Claudius II if the Emperor would give up
his pagan ways and embrace Christianity.
Claudius II counter-offered by having Valentinus beaten to death and beheaded.
In any case, that’s the story as it’s been handed down over the years. Scholars believe the part about
sneaking off and marrying couples clandestinely may have been added, or at least exaggerated, during the
Middle Ages by the likes of Chaucer, which resulted in St. Valentine becoming strongly associated with the
idea of love. As with so many things lost in the mists of time, the origin is no longer as important as the result—St. Valentine, and his feast day, are tightly tied to the idea of romantic love.
Which, when you think of it, may make it a perfect fit for Ash Wednesday. After all, Ash Wednesday is
the beginning of Lent, where we are called to ponder the wondrous grace and love that is reflected in the life,
death, and resurrection of Jesus. Jesus came to offer up his life, to die in a most brutal way, on just the
chance that some of us would embrace him as our savior and be restored to relationship with God. Jesus
died so that you and I, and everyone else, might live…and love doesn’t get much deeper than that, does it?
And Lent, of course, is also the time when we are called to reflect upon our own sins and failings—on
those times when we have not shown love to God or to our fellow human beings, in one way or another—and
so it seems appropriate, too, that the day we begin that reflection is also a day when someone who did show
that unfailing love is honored.
So this year, as you are making your Valentine’s Day plans, I encourage you to remember Ash
Wednesday, as well—because both days are grounded in love. We will be gathering at Wilmot UMC with all
of our brothers and sisters from the Circuit to observe this day on February 14, at 7:00 pm. Set aside the
chocolates and flowers for a short while and join us as we mark the beginning of Lent in worship, prayer, and
reflection.
And looking ahead, off to the distant days of spring, we see the calendar winking at us one more time,
as we realize that Easter falls on April 1 this year…but that’s another story.
See you in church!
Pastor Keith

Ash Wednesday
The beginning of Lent will be
observed with a Circuit Ash
Wednesday Service at Wilmot United Methodist Church
at 7:00 p.m.

“The 12”
Planning is underway to present
our passion play on Palm Sunday, March 25th and
Maundy Thursday, March 29th. If you participated
in past presentations or would like to participate
please Contact Rick Carlberg, Director of “The
12” at rcarlberg@wi.rr.com or call him at 847-9151615 for further information. Rehearsals will be
held on Sunday evenings from 4:00-6:00 p.m.

Circuit Pot Luck Meal
Sunday, February 11, 2018 at 1:00
PM at Salem UMC. That is when we
will have a circuit pot luck meal. In
addition to the meal we will have games for all
generations, such as Bible Trivia.

A Call To All The Men Out There,
The No Regrets conference is coming soon, February 3rd from 8:30 am – 4 pm the cost is $30. Use
the following link to register, we can car pool if
there's enough interest.
http://kenoshabible.org/noregrets
Thanks, see you all there - Ken Bevry.

Youth News
February 4th – Super Bowl Sunday – Youth Group TBD

Are You Finding That Life Can Be Messy? –
Then Find Meaning in the Mess @ “Messy
Church”! All Ages Welcome! Sunday, February 25th 4:00 – 6:00 p.m. at Trevor-Wilmot Grade
School on Hwy C in Trevor. Crafts, Games, Music,
Bible Story, and a Meal! For more information:
westoshamessychurchh@gmail.com or 262-9459731

*Feb 9th Friday Evening CYM –
Chocolate Fundraiser Prep We will make Valentine
Fine Chocolate Treats to be sold in our Churches on
Feb 11th to support youth Activities and Summer
mission trips.

The Salem UMC All Committee Meeting night will
be held on Sunday, February 18th with All Committees meeting at 6:00 p.m. followed by Church Council at 6:30 p.m.

Feb 14th – Ash Wednesday – Plan to attend Circuit
Worship at Wilmot UMC 7 pm

Westosha Community Senior
Fellowship Time
Wednesday, February 7th at 10:00 a.m.
A Program on: “LOVE, INC.”
Free Bingo and prizes.
Located at Wilmot United Methodist Church fellowship hall (11425 Fox River Road)
Call 862-6366 for more info
(Co-sponsored by Living Waters Ministries)

Feb 11th am– Chocolate Fundraiser in our
Churches to support Youth ministries and Mission
trips Youth Group at Wesley Chapel UMC 5-7pm

Feb 18th PM – Youth Group at Wesley Chapel UMC
5-7pm
Feb 25th – MESSY CHURCH 4-6pm.

Men’s Breakfast on
February 18
The Men in our Congregation
are Invited to a Men’s Breakfast on Sunday, February 18th at 8:00 a.m. in the downstairs fellowship Hall. Come and start your morning with
some good food and fellowship.
Questions?
Contact Tom Reilly, Ken Bevry, Corbin Bevry or
Rick Carlberg.

Music Ministry
Do you love music? Would you like to be a part of
our Music Ministry? You are invited to join our
choirs – one, two or all three! Praise Power practices on Wednesday nights at 6:30 p.m. Chancel
Choir practices on Wednesday nights at 7:30 p.m.
and Hand Bells practice on Thursday nights at 7:00

The “Messenger” Deadline is always the 15th of
the month—please have all articles to the
church office or send by email to
jsmith.sumc@wi.rr.com
The deadline for the
March newsletter will be on Thursday, February 15.

Dear members and friends of Salem United Methodist Church,
Our annual Smorgasbord and Silent Auction will be taking place on Sunday, March 4,
from noon to 5:00 p.m. In order to raise money, we need the help of everyone in the congregation. This is a major fund raiser for the church.
The focus of the silent auction is changing this year. We want it to be a more professional
auction with no white elephant or rummage items.
In addition to bid items, we will have a room just for hand crafted items. These items will not
be something to bid on, but will have a set cash and carry price.
We are encouraging people to donate items for the Silent Auction with a value of $40.00 or more. If
you wish to donate smaller items, we can combine them with like items in a basket. Baskets are a popular
item at the auction. In the past we have had baskets with a number of different themes: kids toys, ice cream
sundaes, New Orleans Mardi Gras basket, cooking and baking items, a personal spa basket, and many others. Donated items for the auction must be new in order to get a good price for them. We are also accepting
gift certificates. If the value is less than $40.00, we can combine the certificate with other items. Think of the
places you shop. Ask the business if they would be willing to donate a gift certificate or products. The committee will contact the following businesses: Westosha Floral, Subway, Hartnell Chevrolet, Salem Auto Service, All Cuts hair salon, and Midstate Equipment. If you don’t have any items to donate, we will also accept
cash donations.
In the past, some people were confused about how the Silent Auction bidding works. People have
said things like “Someone else bid on the item so I can’t.” You are encouraged to raise the previous bid as
many times as you want until you get the desired item. You can bid on as many things as you want to, but be
prepared to pay for them at the end of the Auction if you are the highest bidder.
In addition to the Silent Auction, we will be having a bake sale and rummage sale in May. We will be
accepting items for both the Silent Auction and the rummage sale from now until the time of the events. All
rummage items must be clean and in good condition. We cannot accept donations of clothing or regulated
items such as infant car seats.
If you have any questions, please contact Linda Roberts or Joanna Carlberg.
Thank you in advance for your generous support.

Thank You
We have received the following thank you cards from some of the families we provided Christmas presents to through our Sharing Tree:
Thank you so much for everything this holiday season! Me and the kids are forever grateful.
Thank you so very much for blessing our family. God Bless You!
Thank you so much for your kindness this holiday. It is greatly appreciate. God Bless – Merry Christmas!
Thank you so much for the gifts. My family is so grateful. God Bless.
Thank you very much for the wonderful gifts! God Bless! Merry Christmas.
Merry Christmas – Thank you! Christmas family #30
Thank you – we do love that you care! Have a Merry Christmas! We love the gifts.
You were an angel to accept our family for Christmas. We thank you from our hearts.

Save the Date
The Bristol UMW will be hosting an Evening of Fun for United
Methodist Women on Wednesday, May 9 at 6:00 p.m. This will
include a potluck meal, games and music. Please plan to come
and invite a friend.

February Birthdays and
Anniversaries
(If yours is missing it means
we don’t have your birthday/
anniversary information in our
membership program. Contact Jane Smith at 843-2525
or jsmith.sumc@wi.rr.com to get added to the list)
Celebrating a Birthday
5- Alison Rosin, Amanda Bossong
6 – Courtney Lamar
12 - Joe Egeland
13 – Peyton Shanor
14 – Makayla Ouwerkerk, Ronald Verhaalen
17 – Connie Olsen
18 – Hunter Hermes
22 – Rachel Hewitt, Lisa Stevens
24 – Nancy Webster
25 – Kathryn Stockwell
26 – Corbin Bevry

Kay Dabbs
Kay Dabbs, a long time resident of Salem, has
moved to Clement Manor, 9339 W Howard Ave. Apt
#200, Milwaukee, WI 53228. She would like to hear
from old time friends at Salem UMC. If you are interested in visiting her please make arrangements with
her daughter LouAnn Reed (414-531-6943).

Liturgists for February
February 4: Tom Reilly
February 11: Carley Bevry
February 18: Gretchen Verhaalen
February 25:
Contact Joanna Carlberg if you would like to read
the scriptures on Sunday morning.

Impact Community 8,000 Hour Challenge
The challenge is to do 8,000 hours of community
service by the end of 2018. A lot of our members
are doing community service hours and not letting
us know…be sure to fill out your Impact Community slips and drop it in the collection plate or return to the church office. We are off to a good start
– as of 1/28/18 we have done 510 ¾ hours of
community service. Help us to reach our goal by
the end of 2018.

Noisy Offering
On the second Sunday of the month our kids take
a Noisy Offering, collecting coins for that month’s
Pennies for Mission designation. This month’s
Noisy Offering will be on Sunday, February 11th.
The money collected will to go to Feed My Starving Children.

.Salem UMC’s Website
Please Pray for the Following South East
District Churches and Clergy:
Feb. 5 – 11, Milton UMC, their pastor Stephen
Scott, and their 253 members, Milton UMC is located at 266 Northside Dr. Milton, WI 53563.
Feb. 12 – 18, Milwaukee: Albright and Milwaukee:
New Hope Hmong UMC’s, and their pastor Toua
Thomas Thao, and their 104 members, Milwaukee:
Albright and Milwaukee: New Hope Hmong UMC’s
are located at 5555 W Capitol Dr. Milwaukee WI
53216.
Feb. 19 – 25, Milwaukee: Bay View UMC, their pastor Kelley Renee Fowler, and their 178 members,
Milwaukee: Bay View UMC is located at 2772 S
Kinnickinnic Ave. Milwaukee, WI 53207.
Feb. 26 – Mar. 4, Milwaukee: Central UMC, their
pastor Robert Odum, and their 105 members, Milwaukee: Central UMC is located at 639 N 25th St.
Milwaukee, WI 53233.

Salemflamesofgrace.com If you have information you'd like to
see posted , please let Sandy Kay Jacoby know at
skjacoby6@gmail.com or Joanna Carlberg at
jcarlberg@wi.rr.com.

Prayer Corner
During the month of January we have been
praying for:
Family of Kevin Williams
Stan Sielski
People of Puerto Rico
Doris Raditz
Rachel Olsen
Tom Flowers
Family of Millie Horner
Keith Grimm
Family of Carol Scalfaro
Ruth Perry
Ron Walter
Grant Levernier
Annie Mollman
Hannah Flemming

Rejoice, Give Thanks, and Sing
Psalm 104:33 – “I will sing to the Lord as long as I live;
I will sing praise to my God while I have being.”
My brothers and sisters, thank you! Let us celebrate and sing, rejoice
and be glad. Together, we have done a wonderful thing! Because of our
commitment and generosity, lives have been saved, people have been given hope, and the loving grace and
power of Jesus Christ have been shared around the world. God is doing amazing things through us, and we
should be joyful. I want every pastor in our Conference to share the good news with the whole congregation:
Wisconsin Conference paid its General Church apportionments in full, 100%, for 2017. In fact, we paid our
commitment to Africa University at 105%!
Many in our Church live under a myth about apportionments. They feel these are administrative costs, or pay
insurance, or overhead, or salary support. And while a very small portion does go to these costs (less than
6%), the vast majority fund life-saving, faith-raising, hope-giving mission and ministry locally, denominationally, and globally.
In Wisconsin, we have camps and campus ministries and mission teams funded through our apportionments.
We support health and welfare ministries, young clergy education and development, clergy and laity training,
new congregational development, and a host of mercy and justice ministries. Our Boards of Ordained and
Lay Ministries are funded. Local, jurisdictional, national and international missions, ministry, projects, and programs are supported.
Globally, we help The United Methodist Church be early on the spot in times of natural disasters and human
suffering. This year, Wisconsin was present in Mexico, Florida, Texas, Puerto Rico, South Dakota, Haiti, Zimbabwe, and a host of other locations around the world through our connectional and second mile giving. We
support Sager Brown in Louisiana and Midwest Distribution in Illinois, numerous local and national projects
through Volunteers in Mission, and internationally through International Volunteers in Mission, and many ongoing projects through our denomination.
We are in partnership with many of our General Boards and Agencies, and the ministries they carry out. We
celebrate United Methodist Committee on Relief, The General Boards of Global Ministries, Church and Society, Pensions and Health Benefits and others. We are connected to our General Council on Finance and Administration, United Methodist Communications, Discipleship Ministries, the Commissions on Archives and
History, Religion and Race, and the Status and Role of Women. We have been richly blessed, and superbly
resourced by many of these agencies.
We are in ministry, together. I openly acknowledge that for many of our churches it is a struggle to pay apportionments in full. It has been a sacrificial struggle for the Conference to make apportionment payments to the
General Church a priority, as well. But we know that there is no greater, or more faithful way for us to be in
ministry together than to celebrate our connectional identity and recommit to our Wesleyan roots by funding
first the works of justice, mercy and truth. We may argue over theology, and we may have vastly different understandings of the meaning of scripture – we may even debate the structure and future of the denomination,
but what doesn’t change is our commitment to be a witness for Christ in the world. That is what paying apportionments is: our witness of the love and grace and power of Christ in the world. When we all do our part, God
blesses us and the Holy Spirit works through us to do amazing things.
And so, once more, I thank you. I encourage you to celebrate that we paid 100% together as a Conference of
The United Methodist Church. I also encourage all of our churches to set 100% payment of local church apportionments as a goal for 2018 and beyond. It is our shared ministry, and it is the way we are all faithful to
“make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.” And one last word, please be sure to
highlight, promote, celebrate, and participate in UMCOR Sunday, March 11, 2018. More information is available: http://www.umcgiving.org/ministry-articles/one-great-hour-of-sharing.
Grace and Peace,
Bishop Hee-Soo Jung

2018
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1 Hand Bells
@ 7 pm

2 Big Book (AA)
@ 8 pm

3

4 Worship
@ 9:30 am
Sunday School
@ 10:45 am
The Twelve Practice: 4-6 pm

5

6 Boy Scouts
@ 7 pm

7 AA: 6-8 pm
4-H Cake Class @
6 pm
Praise Power
@ 6:30 pm
Choir @ 7:30 pm

8 Hand Bells
@ 7 pm

9 Big Book (AA)
@ 8 pm

10

11 Worship
@ 9:30 am
Sunday School
@ 10:45 am
Circuit Pot Luck
@ 1 pm
The Twelve Practice: 4-6 pm

12 4-H
@ 6:30 pm

13 Boy Scouts
@ 7 pm

14 Ash
Wednesday Service at Wilmot
UMC @ 7 pm
AA: 6-8 pm
4-H Cake Class
@ 6 pm
Praise Power
@ 6:30 pm
Choir @ 7:30 pm

15 Hand Bells
@ 7 pm
Messenger
Deadline

16 Big Book (AA)
@ 8 pm

17

18 Men’s Breakfast
@ 8 am
Worship
@ 9:30 am
Sunday School
@ 10:45 am
The Twelve Practice: 4-6 pm
All Committees
@ 6 pm
Church Council
@ 6:30 pm

19

20 Boy Scouts
@ 7 pm

21 AA: 6-8 pm
4-H Cake Class
@ 6 pm
Praise Power
@ 6:30 pm
Choir @ 7:30 pm

22 Hand Bells
@ 7 pm

23 Big Book (AA)
@ 8pm

24

25 Worship
@ 9:30 am
Sunday School
@ 10:45 am
The Twelve Practice: 4-6 pm

26

27 Boy Scouts
@ 7 pm

28 AA: 6-8 pm
4-H Cake Class
@ 6 pm
Praise Power
@ 6:30 pm
Choir @ 7:30 pm

Pennies for Mission
th

We have reached our 40 mile and have started toward mile 41!
Pennies for Mission is our ongoing project where all of the coins in the collection plate each
month are given to a special mission. Since 1989 we have sent over $35,800 to special missions. We are now “traveling” toward our 41st mile of pennies.
December Pennies: Women’s & Children’s Horizons ($94.40)
January Pennies: Souper Bowl – The Shalom Center Soup Kitchen ($50.18)
February Pennies: Feed My Starving Children

SCRIP - When you buy you donate to the Church’s Ministries
Buy your SCRIP cards to use for your every day purchases for food, gas, drugstore items , etc. - when you
use a SCRIP card for your purchases a percentage of the card will benefit the church. See Mindy Smouse
after church or contact her at 857-2066 or e-mail msgmgs@gmail.com. The following SCRIP gift cards are
on hand at church and available for your immediate purchase: BP Shell - Speedway – MarathonKwik Trip -Starbucks- Burger King- Chili’s- Cousin’s Subs- Culvers- Panera Chipotle- Cracker BarrelRed Robin- Subway- IHOP- Taco Bell - Texas Road House- Dunkin Donuts- Noodle & Company
Pizza Hut -Bristol 45 Diner - Olive Garden – Buffalo Wild Wings -Lakeside Foods- MeijerGordon Food Service – Woodmans - Kohl’s- Target -Menard’s- JC Penney- Walmart – Walgreens Bath & Body Works- Tinseltown Cinemark
Total for 2018: $141.01

Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT)
EFT allows you to keep making contributions even when you are not able to attend a Sunday service. You can designate how your funds are allocated within the church’s books
(for General and/or Capital funds). There are no bank fees for you to pay and there is
complete accountability of your giving. EFT is “green”… you do not write a check, but instead electronically transfer monies into the church bank account. Please consider signing up for this service. Forms for signing up for EFT can be found on the table in the entry
area.

Keith Hewitt , Pastor
Telephone: Church (262) 843-2525
Pastor’s cell: (262) 308-2437
E-mail: salemumc@wi.rr.com pastorkhewitt@gmail.com
jsmith.sumc@wi.rr.com
Website: salemflamesofgrace.com
Office Hours: 9:00 a.m.—12: 00 noon Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday
Pastor’s Office Hours: 9:00 a.m.—12:00 noon Wednesday
Worship @ 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School @ 10:45 a.m. (Sept.—May)

