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Christmas Eve Service
Plan to join us in celebration on Sunday, December 24 for
our 9:30 a.m. worship service and our 7:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Service

.Children’s Christmas Program
The Children’s Christmas Program “Red-Letter Christmas”
will be presented during the 9:30 a.m. worship service on
Sunday, December 17th. Rehearsals will be held after worship services on November 19 & 26 and December 3 & 10.

The Sharing Tree
Because Christ was an unconditional gift to us – we share
with others.
Our Sharing Tree provides gifts for local children and for
residents of Grand Prairie Nursing Home. Children’s gifts
should be returned unwrapped but a donation of gift bags
or wrapping paper and tape for the gift would be appreciated. Gifts for
the nursing home residents should be returned in a gift bag – regular
wrapping paper is sometimes difficult for the elderly to open. All gifts
need to be returned to the church by Sunday, December 10. Take an
ornament or ornaments from the tree, (very important) sign your name
next to the corresponding number (found on the front of the ornament)
on the clipboard found by the tree (this is our way of identifying who
has each ornament). Be sure to attach your ornament or ornament
number to each item so we know who the gift is intended for. Help us
show the spirit of love and caring to those in need by taking part in our
“Sharing Tree”.

Dear Salem Family,
If you were not at the November Messy Church, which kicked off the Christmas season,
you missed a very interesting meditation from Pastor Judy Wang, of Wilmot UMC. She
used a favorite children’s book to take her listeners on a kind of sensory trip to the stable
where Jesus was born. In the grand tradition of pastors everywhere, I am going to steal
borrow her idea and expand on it a little as we look forward to Advent.
The Christmas story, as we know it today, has two characteristics. First, it is a kind of homogenized
account that blends Nativity accounts from two different sources—the Gospels of Luke and Matthew. Neither
of these Gospels contain all of the elements that we think of as central to the Nativity, but together they form
the story we’re familiar with. (The Gospels of Mark and John pick up the story considerably later, during the
ministry of John the Baptizer.) Second, in addition to being a homogenized account of the birth of Christ, it
tends to be a sanitized version of the event.
Perhaps because we have only had words and still-life pictures to show us the scene until the last
century or so, or perhaps because it is so momentous that we automatically make it a kind of unnatural, supernatural event, but whatever the reason, the common image of the Nativity is of a serene, peaceful night in
which Jesus sort of drops into the scene without any muss or fuss, and then lies in a manger filled with clean
straw, being eyed by adoring, silent animals…soon to be joined by shepherds and magi. The reality—as anyone who has ever (a) been around a natural childbirth; or (b) been in a barn full of animals would know—
would have been a far different picture.
The birth of a baby is not painless and silent—there is, shall we say, a considerable amount of muss
and fuss that goes with the process. The animals would likely not have stood by silently, like statues, but
would have been contributing their own sound effects to the scene—as well as their own odors. And, because animals are just not good about using knives and forks to eat, the manger would probably have been a
little sloppy as well. (I confess I do not know if cows and horses drool…but I suspect they do. I just know that
I have dogs who would make Dr. Pavlov proud, and I suspect their livestock cousins would not be much
neater.)
Add in the barn smell and the scurrying of mice everywhere, and you have a more lifelike image of the
Nativity scene than the pristine, serene view that has been handed down to us.
And if you think about it, it’s perfect.
It’s perfect, because Jesus was born into a messy, broken world. Although he had his divine nature,
he was still human right from the start, and he would have entered the world just as the billions of humans
have before and after him, allowing for differences in time and culture. When you think about it, that’s what
makes the Nativity so special: God came down at Christmas, in the form of a helpless, innocent child, born to
parents of no particular consequence. In a metaphorical sense, Jesus-perfect in his divinity—was surrounded
by imperfection right from the very beginning. But from that start, he would grow to be the man whose death
and resurrection would be the salvation of us all.
There is nothing wrong with the Christmas card, Hallmark image of the birth of Christ…no one wants
to remember blemishes on cherished events. But I think it is good, now and then, to remember that the
meaning of the evening came from the emergence of this perfect child from the chaos—and even in the
stress and chaos of our own lives, that perfect child can still be found, if we look for him. He’s never more
than a prayer away.
Have a happy, safe, and blessed Christmas and New Year.
See you in church!
Pastor Keith

Annual Church Conference
The Joint Circuit 14 Annual Church Conference will be held at Salem UMC on Sunday,
December 10th at 1:00 p.m.. Each congregation in the circuit (Bristol, Wesley Chapel,
Wilmot, Pleasant Prairie and Salem) will be hearing reports for their individual churches and each congregation will vote individually on items concerning their respective churches. Plan to join us on the 10th for a time
of decision making & worship.

CPR/AED Class
A CPR/AED Class is being offered on Sunday, December 3rd
at 6:00 p.m. Please contact the
church office
(salemumc@wi.rr.com or phone 262-843-2525) if
you would like to take this class..

Men’s Breakfast

The Men’s Breakfast will not
be held in December – plan to join us again in
January.

Women’s Holiday Outing Due to busy holiday
schedules and church activities, the women’s holiday outing will be postponed to spring 2018.
The Salem UMC All Committee Meeting night will
not be held in December. The next Salem UMC All
Committee Meeting Night will be held on Sunday,
January 21st with All Committees meeting at 6:00
p.m. followed by Church Council at 6:30 p.m.

Save the date
Sunday, February 11, 2018 at 1:00 PM
at our church. That is when we will
have a circuit pot luck meal. In addition
to the meal we will have games for all
generations, such as Bible Trivia. More details to
be announced.

Impact Community 8,000 Hour Challenge
The challenge is to do 8,000 hours of community service by the end of 2017. A lot of our members are not
turning in their community service hours – be sure to
fill out your Impact Community slips and drop it in the
collection plate or return to the church office. Help us
to reach our goal by the end of the year!! As of
11/26/17 we have reported 5,416 hours of service.
Keep up your good works!!

Holiday “Tea and Trolley”

Saturday, December 9th - 3:30 p.m.
at the Grand Geneva in
Lake Geneva
For women and girls of all ages –
Tea at 3:30 p.m. followed by a Trolley ride around
the Grand Geneva property at 5:30 p.m. taking in
all the decorations and lights. (Table for 20 has
been reserved - Sign up sheet in the fellowship
area) Tea: Girls 12 and under will be $6.95 plus
tax and gratuity Women will be $14.95 plus tax
and gratuity Trolley: The Education Committee
will cover part of the cost but are asking adults to
pay $2 each toward the trolley ride
Holiday Tea Menu (served in the Lobby Lounge)
Adults: Cranberry and Brie on Buttered Pastry Petite Croissants with Honey Glazed Ham and
Pimento Cheese- Watercress and Smoked
Salmon on Toasted Rye - Miniature Fruit TartsTraditional Scone with Lemon Curd and Devonshire Cream
Children: Roasted Turkey and
American Cheese Pin Wheels - Nutella and Jelly
Tarts - Fresh Berries - Gingerbread Macaroons
Are You Finding That Life Can Be
Messy? – Then Find Meaning in
the Mess @ “Messy Church”! All
Ages Welcome! Sunday, December 31st 4:00 – 6:00 p.m. at TrevorWilmot Grade School on Hwy C in Trevor. Crafts,
Games, Music, Bible Story, and a Meal! For more
information: westoshamessychurchh@gmail.com or
262-945-9731

Westosha Community Senior
Fellowship Time
Wednesday, December 6th at 10:00 a.m.
A Program on: “Westosha Senior Center Programs
by Sandy Jacoby, Administrative Director
Free Bingo and prizes.
Located at Wilmot United Methodist Church fellowship hall (11425 Fox River Road)
Call 862-6366 for more info
(Co-sponsored by Living Waters Ministries)

December Birthdays and Anniversaries
(If yours is missing it means we
don’t have your birthday/
anniversary information in our membership program. Contact Jane Smith at 843-2525 or
jsmith.sumc@wi.rr.com to get added to the list)
Celebrating a Birthday
2- Jenna Egeland
7 – Kathy Eckberg
9– Anna Bixler
10 – Sippie Miller, Eden Kirsch
17 – Carson Lamar
20 – Michael Rosin
26 – Mindy Smouse
29 – Doris Raditz
31 – Andrew Hewitt

Noisy Offering
On the second Sunday of the month our
kids take a Noisy Offering, collecting coins
for that month’s Pennies for Mission designation. This month’s Noisy Offering will be
on Sunday, December 10th The money collected
will to go to Women’s & Children’s Horizons

Please Pray for the Following South East District Churches and Clergy:
Nov. 27 – Dec. 3, Kenosha: Immanuel, their pastor
Bonnie Bell, and their 44 members, Kenosha: Immanuel is located at 5410 Sheridan Rd., Kenosha,
WI 53140.
Dec. 4 – 10, Kenosha: Korean, their pastor Han Du
Kwak, and their 30 members, Kenosha: Korean is
located at 5410 Sheridan Rd., Kenosha, WI 53140.
Dec. 11 – 17, Kenosha: Principe de Paz, their pastor
Marino Chacon, and their 81 members, Kenosha:
Principe de Paz is located at 5410 Sheridan Rd.,
Kenosha, WI 53140.
Dec. 18 – 24, Kenosha: Wesley, their pastor Amelita
Grace Gonzalez Cajiuat, and their 181 members,
Kenosha: Wesley is located at 4600 60th St.,
Kenosha, WI 53144.
Dec. 25 – 31, Lake Geneva UMC, their pastor
Heather Brewer, and their 166 members, Lake Geneva UMC, is located at 912 Geneva St. Lake Geneva, WI 53147.

The Church Office will be closed on Christmas Day, Monday, December 25

Dear Congregation,
Just wanted to express the sincere gratitude from the Duffett
family for the generosity of the donation of proceeds from our Sunday School Youth
service project bake sale. I brought the
$ 315.00 from Sunday's bake sale over there on
Monday with the well wishes of our congregation
and they were overwhelmed with emotion and
gratitude. I was told they intend to attend a worship service soon to personally give their greetings. Thanks to all who baked , participated and
donated for their generosity and for sharing the
love of Christ to a family in the community in need.
What a wonderful example we are passing on to
our youngsters in the congregation by upholding
John Wesley's teachings and glorifying God as we
do !!
Sincerely,
Debbie Gilliam /mission and service High School
Sunday School

Prayer Corner
During the month of November we have been praying for:
Dana Hollister’s mother
Roland & Sande Phillips
Bill Palmer
Victims of New York Bike Path Attack
Victims of Sutherland Springs Baptist Church
shootings
Family of Dan Koessl
Stan Sielski
Estrada family
Family of Brad Pruner
Sherry Skoog
Ron Walter
Charles Gibbs
Family of Charlene Lois
Donna Starrine
Holly Bordis
Sharon Kincade
All addict in the dark to ask for help
Ed Hartnek
Nance Beguhn
Curt Nelson

Youth NEWs and Dates to Remember
rd

December 3 – YOUTH GROUP at Wesley Chapel UMC 5-7pm.



1st Sunday in Advent - Hope

*December 8th – THIS IS A FRIDAY – NATIVITY MOVIE Location TBD. 7-9pm. Many of you missed our
showing last year due to the weather. This year’s viewing will have a fun twist to it. Popcorn will be provided.
December 10th – Youth Group at Wesley Chapel UMC 5-7pm. 
2nd Sunday in Advent - Peace.
CHRISTMAS PARTY - Dinner, Lesson and White Elephant gift exchange game.
December 17th – MESSIAH SING ALONG AT FUMC Kenosha. 3rd Sunday in Advent (Gaudete Sunday =
Joy) Listen and sing along to the foretelling of our Messiah’s birth. Ends with the Halleluiah Chorus. MORE
info to come.
December 24th – MERRY CHRISTMAS – No Youth Group Meeting. 
Christmas Eve Worship in each of our own churches.

4th Sunday in Advent – Love

*December 29-31 CYM and Wisconsin Conference Youth Winter Retreat

Camp Lucerne Neshkoro WI
$100 – Youth and $40 Chaperones. Retreat fills quickly so
RSVP – ASP or register online at http://www.wiumcamps.org/retreats
We do not want the cost to prevent any youth from attending this faith forming opportunity. Scholarships are available through our
Wisconsin Conference Camp and Retreat Ministries that they would like to share with us. Please let
me know if your son or daughter will be attending and if you would like me to include them in a scholarship application for our group.
December 31st – HAPPY NEW YEAR – No Youth Group

Nursery
We are looking at offering our nursery service again,
during worship. If you are interested in helping to
staff the nursery on a rotating basis, please let the
church office know. Thank you.

The “Messenger” Deadline is always the 15th
of the month—please have all articles to the
church office or send by email to
jsmith.sumc@wi.rr.com
The deadline for the
January newsletter will be on Friday, December
15.

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS
To be used to decorate the sanctuary for Christmas (you may take your plant(s) home
following the Christmas Eve Service). To order your Christmas Poinsettias, please fill
out this form and include information for memorials or honorariums. Cost is $12.00 per
plant, to be prepaid at time of order. Make checks payable to Salem United Methodist
Church and indicate it is for poinsettias. Orders must be returned to the church office by
Sunday, December 10
NAME______________________________________________________
RED_____________

WHITE __________

TOTAL NUMBER OF PLANTS ORDERED___________
IN MEMORY OF ____________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
IN HONOR OF_____________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________

Liturgists for December

Women’s Empowerment Support Group
The Women’s Empowerment Support Group
meets bi-weekly in western Kenosha County. Facilitated by an experienced, trained advocate and
group facilitator, group members are able to share
relationship experiences, identify unhealthy behaviors, and focus on the healthy relationship characteristics they desire. This group is open ended, and
it follows a 12-week curriculum which encompasses a variety of topics including: SelfAwareness, Self-Esteem, Communication, Conflict
Resolution, Facing Fears, Embracing Change, Resiliency, Acceptance, Decision-Making, Goal Setting and Self-Sufficiency. Confidentiality, meeting
members where they are at in their journey, and
honoring autonomy are key commitments the
group follows.
New members are always welcome. This support group meets the second and
fourth Tuesdays of the month from 6-8pm. For current location, or for more information, please call
262-298-2125. This free service is a collaborative
effort of the County of Kenosha and The Sharing
Center.

Sharing Center Wish List

December 3: Kim Ouwerkerk
December 10: Debbie Gilliam
December 17: Mackenzie Bevry
December 24: Jaden Ouwerkerk
December 31:
Contact Joanna Carlberg if you would like to read the
scriptures on Sunday morning.

Music Ministry
Do you love music? Would you
like to be a part of our Music Ministry? You are invited to join our
choirs – one, two or all three!
Praise Power practices on
Wednesday nights at 6:30 p.m. Chancel Choir practices on Wednesday nights at 7:30 p.m. and Hand
Bells practice on Thursday nights at 7:00 p.m.

Salem UMC’s Website

New/unwrapped education gifts can be donated for
distribution to families who did not meet the sign up
deadline for adopting a family. The greatest need
is for ages 10-18 but any age level gifts that foster
creativity and learning is welcome. Suggestions
include but need not be limited to: science kits/
experiments or books; programming games/items;
nail polish; eye shadow; Men’s cologne; robotics
kits; art supplies; craft kits; footballs; soccer balls;
basket balls; fishing rod & reel; small fishing tackle
kits; book sets (current and classics) Gifts can be
delivered during regular business hours, or email
director@thesharingcenter.net to schedule a night
or weekend drop-off.

Have you visited our SUMC website, Salemflamesofgrace.com? It is
packed with information and awaiting your input! This is YOUR website. Visit often and let us know what you think. If you
have information you'd like to see posted on the site
such as committee updates and events, pictures of
church events, or for your comments or corrections,
please let Sandy Kay Jacoby know at
skjacoby6@gmail.com or Joanna Carlberg at jcarlberg@wi.rr.com.

Caring Ministry
As Christmas approaches, and we start to think about whatever our family traditions of gift giving
might be, we’d like you to consider a different type of gift—a spiritual gift. Specifically your spiritual gift.
Everyone is blessed with gifts and talents that can be used to further the mission of the church. In
2018 several members of Salem UMC will be starting a Caring Ministry, which will initially involve visiting
those who can’t make it to worship, but could evolve over time into something more. Do you think this might
be one of your gifts? Would you be interested in working with other members to visit those in need of fellowship, connection and receiving communion. If you think this sounds like something you would like to do,
please contact either the church office or Pastor Keith (jsmith.sumc@wi.rr.com or pastorhewitt@gmail.com .
For more information, you can talk to Pastor Keith, Debbie Gilliam, or Annette Meints. There will be a meeting
in December, to put a plan in place for the new year.

2017
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1 Big Book (AA)
@ 8 pm

2 Al-Anon
Workshop
8:30 am—3 pm

3 Worship
@ 9:30 am
Sunday School
@ 10:45 am

4

5 Boy Scouts
@ 7 pm

6AA: 6-8 pm
Praise Power
@ 6:30 pm
Choir @ 7:30 pm

7 Hand Bells
@ 7 pm

8 Big Book (AA)
@ 8 pm

9 Women’s Outing
Tea & Trolley at
the Grand Geneva
3:30 pm

10 Worship
@ 9:30 am
Sunday School
@ 10:45 am

11 4-H
@ 6:30 pm

12 Boy Scouts
@ 7 pm

13 AA: 6-8 pm
Praise Power
@ 6:30 pm
Choir @ 7:30 pm

14 Hand Bells
@ 7 pm

15 Big Book (AA)
@ 8 pm

16

17 Worship/
Christmas
Program
@ 9:30 am

18

19 Boy Scouts
@ 7 pm

20 AA: 6-8 pm
Praise Power
@ 6:30 pm
Choir @ 7:30 pm

21 Hand Bells
@ 7 pm

22 Big Book (AA)
@ 8pm

23

24 Worship
@ 9:30 am
Christmas Eve
Service @ 7 pm

25 Christmas
Day—Happy
Birthday Jesus!

26 Boy Scouts
@ 7 pm

27 AA: 6-8 pm
Praise Power
@ 6:30 pm
Choir @ 7:30 pm

28 Hand Bells
@ 7 pm

29 Big Book (AA)
@ 8pm

30

_____________
31 Worship
@ 9:30 am

Messenger
Deadline

Pennies for Mission
Pennies for Mission is our ongoing project where all of the coins in the collection plate each
month are given to a special mission. Since 1989 we have sent over $35,000 to special missions. We have reached our 39th mile and are now “traveling” toward our 40th mile of pennies!
October Pennies: UMCOR ($57.19)
November Pennies: AID Africa’s Children ($48.13)
December Pennies: Women’s & Children’s Horizons

SCRIP - When you buy you donate to the Church’s Ministries
Buy your SCRIP cards to use for your every day purchases for food, gas, drugstore items , etc. - when you
use a SCRIP card for your purchases a percentage of the card will benefit the church. See Mindy Smouse
after church or contact her at 857-2066 or e-mail msgmgs@gmail.com. The following SCRIP gift cards are
on hand at church and available for your immediate purchase: BP Shell - Speedway – MarathonKwik Trip -Starbucks- Burger King- Chili’s- Cousin’s Subs- Culvers- Panera Chipotle- Cracker BarrelRed Robin- Subway- IHOP- Taco Bell- Texas Road House- Dunkin Donuts- Noodle & Company
Pizza Hut -Bristol 45 Diner - Olive Garden – Buffalo Wild Wings - Lakeside Foods- MeijerGordon Food Service – Woodmans -Kohl’s- Target- Menard’s- JC Penney- Walmart – Walgreens Bath & Body Works- Tinseltown Cinemark
Total for 2017: $1,115.67

Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT)
EFT allows you to keep making contributions even when you are not able to attend a Sunday service. You can designate how your funds are allocated within the church’s books
(for General and/or Capital funds). There are no bank fees for you to pay and there is
complete accountability of your giving. EFT is “green”… you do not write a check, but instead electronically transfer monies into the church bank account. Please consider signing up for this service. Forms for signing up for EFT can be found on the table in the entry
area.

Keith Hewitt , Pastor
Telephone: Church (262) 843-2525
Pastor’s cell: (262) 308-2437
E-mail: salemumc@wi.rr.com pastorkhewitt@gmail.com
jsmith.sumc@wi.rr.com
Website: salemflamesofgrace.com
Office Hours: 9:00 a.m.—12: 00 noon Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday
Pastor’s Office Hours: 9:00 a.m.—12:00 noon Wednesday
Worship @ 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School @ 10:45 a.m. (Sept.—May)

