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Smorgasbord and Silent Auction
The annual SUMC Smorgasbord and Silent Auction will
be held on Sunday, March 5, from 12:00 to 5:00 pm.
Note that we have returned to having it on Sunday. Tickets are: Adults (14 & up) $9.00 pre-sale or $10.00 at the door. Seniors
and kids $8.00 pre-sale or $9.00 at the door. Children under 3 are free.
Please see Gail Dodge for advance tickets to sell, or call 262-206-3009.
Our church is fully handicap accessible, and we offer valet parking.
. What to expect from the Smorgasbord: Our original Meatball recipe,
original chicken recipe, mouth watering mac and cheese, sliced beef,
mashed potatoes and gravy, dinner rolls, hot vegetables, full salad bar,
homemade desserts, and a variety of beverages.
Sign up sheets for workers and food donations are available in the
narthex. We need your help to make this event a success! You may also
call Gail Dodge at 262-206-3009 to let her know if you can work or
donate food items.

We need help setting up tables on Thursday, March 2, at
6:30 p.m.
The Silent Auction will have new items for sale, cash & carry,
as well as items to bid on. If your bid is successful, we will call
you if you are not present. We will also have “White Elephant” items for
sale. The Silent Auction is in need of donations of new or like new items.
Please add a note stating the value of the item you are donating. Linda
Roberts will accept silent auction donations until the morning of March 5.

“It

was a dark and stormy night.”

Peanuts fans will recognize that as the beginning of the novel Snoopy
was perennially starting; fans of obscure Victorian authors may recognize it as
the opening line in Bulwer-Lytton’s novel Paul Clifford (but I would bet against
it). This year, it also happens to be a pretty apt description of the beginning of
Lent, as unseasonably warm weather came to an end with some snow, wind, and a little bit of ice.
Not the worst weather nature has thrown at us (by a long shot), but still a shock to the system after
some very mild days.
As we gathered for the Circuit Ash Wednesday service last night, coming together in Salem’s
bright and cozy sanctuary, it struck me that the cold and darkness outside was actually a fitting way
to begin the season of Lent—which is, after all, a time when we contemplate the darkness of sin in
our own lives.
And it’s the “in our own lives” that I want to focus on, here, because while it is true that the
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ happened in order that “the world” might be saved, Lent is a
time for us to forget about the collective guilt of humanity and consider our own guilt…our own sins,
and where we have fallen short.
Human beings can be excellent at spotting the faults of others, at finding and cataloging the
sins our brothers and sisters commit along the way…while failing to recognize our own. We are
happy to call out others, while we allow our own failings to be part of the general, nonspecific sins of
mankind that Jesus came to address, but if we fail to call ourselves out we are missing the point of
Lent.
Jesus Christ died for your sins. You, right there, reading this. Think about that for a moment…let the idea sort of roll around in your head. Jesus Christ, the Son of God, set aside his divinity in order to be born as a human being, so that ultimately he could die a very brutal death and be
resurrected…to redeem your soul; to pay for your sins. Every person who ever sinned—in other
words, every person who has ever or will ever live—was responsible for the death of Jesus; every
person bears some responsibility for making Jesus make that long, last walk carrying his cross, to
the place where he would be crucified for someone else’s sins.
This came home to me when I was contemplating the parable of the lost sheep—where Jesus
spoke about the shepherd who would go in search of a single lost sheep, even though he had ninety
-nine others. This seemed to say, to me, that if all of mankind were somehow sinless, and only I had
sinned…Jesus would still have come for me. And the same goes for you. If you were the only lost
sheep—and not just one of billions—Jesus would still come for you. Jesus would still give his life to
bring you home.
No matter what dark and stormy life you’ve led, no matter what you’ve done, Jesus died for
you. As we enter this season of Lent, I pray that each of us will remember that…and consider how
we might reflect the light of that love to the world around us, because it’s a dark and stormy place.
See you in church!
Pastor Keith

Shalom Center Soup Kitchen
Salem UMC has the privilege of serving at the Shalom Center Soup Kitchen on
Thursday, March 30th. We make soup, enough sandwiches for everyone to take
home after dinner and serve a hot meal provided by the Shalom Center to as
many as 125 people or even more sometimes. The whole process takes about 2
1/2 hours sometime between 2:00 and 5:30 p.m. (depending on which you choose - soup or sandwiches or
serving). There is no cleanup. The center handles that. That is a very tiny gift of your time to provide so much
for so many. We also donate money to the Soup Kitchen for milk – just mark your contribution “MILK” and
drop it in the collection plate. If you would like to help make an “Impact on Your Community” on March 30th
sign up on the sheet found on the information board in the fellowship area – or call the church office at 8432525 to get your name on the list.

Lenten Services
As we prepare for Lent, this year,
the Circuit will be celebrating three
joint services:
Ash Wednesday, March 1, there
will be a service at Salem at 7:00 pm.
Maundy Thursday, April 13, there will be a service
at Pleasant Prairie at 7:00 pm. We are also hoping
to have a combined choir at this service.
Good Friday, April 14, there will be a service at Wilmot at 7:00 pm.

Men’s Breakfast on
March 19
The Men in our Congregation are
Invited to a Men’s Breakfast on Sunday, March 19th
at 8:00 a.m. in the downstairs fellowship Hall.
Come and start your morning with some good food
and fellowship. Questions? Contact Tom Reilly,
Ken Bevry, Corbin Bevry or Rick Carlberg.

You Are Invited to Join
Our Music Ministry
All are welcome to join our choirs…
Wednesday nights Praise Power practices at 6:30
p.m. and Chancel Choir practices at 7:30 p.m.
Hand Bells practice on Thursday nights at 6:30
p.m. You are invited to join one, two or all three!

The next all committee meeting night will be
held on Sunday, March 19th, with All Committees meeting at 6:00 p.m. followed by
Church Council

Messy Church
On March 26, the Circuit 14
churches and Living Waters are
holding the next “Messy
Church” event at Trevor-Wilmot School, from 4:00
to 6:00 p.m.. This is an exciting new crossgenerational community outreach that will be held
once a month, aimed at connecting with those in
our community who are not otherwise engaged in
church, as well as those who attend church and are
looking for a chance to be in fellowship with others.
There will be crafts, games, music, a story,
by Pastor Keith, even a communal meal—all in
celebration of a simple Gospel message. Please
come and see what it’s all about. If you’re interested in volunteering to help with the next Messy
Church, or would like more information, please
contact Rachel Hewitt at (262) 945 -9731, or
queenrachel58@gmail.com

Youth Pizza Sale
The youth in our circuit are selling pizzas to help support their mission trip,
work camp, and winter retreat. Cost is
$20 for 3 – 12 inch pizzas.
Cheese, Sausage, Pepperoni or Veggie, mix or
match. Individual pizzas are $7 each.
If someone would like to support our fundraiser but they don’t eat pizza they can opt to have
their pizza donated to the food pantry. Just write
“Food Pantry” next to their name on the order
form.
Orders will be taken until Sunday March
12th. We will assemble the pizzas on Saturday
March 25th at Kenosha Wesley UMC at 12:00
along with Kenosha Wesley and Kenosha First
UMC and deliver them fresh to friends and families or at your church on Sunday March 26th.

Thanks to the generosity of our
congregation, we raised $112.00
on Souper Bowl Sunday. These
funds will support the mission of
the Shalom Center Soup
Kitchen. Thank You!

Senior Fellowship
Westosha Community Senior Fellowship Time will
be held on March 1 at 10:00 a.m. at Wilmot United
Methodist Church, 11425 Fox River Road, Wilmot,
WI. The program is yet to be announced. There
will be free Bingo and prizes.

Thank You
I would like to thank everyone for the
prayers, cards, calls & visits following
my knee replacement surgery. And a
VERY BIG THANK YOU to Linda Roberts for taking my place in the office while I am recovering. I am doing well – am back in the office
part time working toward being here full time.
Jane Smith

. Confirmation Schedule
Confirmation is scheduled to run
from 12:00 until approximately 1:30
March 12: Spiritual Gifts - Pastor Anita
Lang (Pleasant Prairie)
March 19: History of Methodist Church –
Pastor Anita Lang (Pleasant Prairie)
April 9: Sacraments and Worship – Pastor Judy
Wang (Wilmot)
April 23:Structure/Polity of Methodist Church – Gale
Burgess (Bristol)
May 20: Confirmation Eve celebration
May 21: Confirmation Sunday

The “Messenger” Deadline is always the 15th of
the month—please have all articles to the
church office or send by email to
jsmith.sumc@wi.rr.com
The deadline for the
April newsletter will be on Wednesday, March 15.

March Birthdays and
Anniversaries
(If yours is missing it
means we don’t have your
birthday/anniversary information in our membership
program. Contact Jane Smith at 843-2525 or
jsmith.sumc@wi.rr.com to get added to the list)
Celebrating a Birthday
7 – Frank Andrekus
8- Liz Schultz
11- Sheryl Perdew
13 – Levi Lasco
15 – Dick Schultz
22 – Pastor Keith Hewitt
23 – Cameron Hewitt, Jaden Ouwerkerk
26 – Rachel Bixler
28 – Andrew Lamar
Celebrating an Anniversary
26 – Marty & Melva Stockwell

Prayer Corner
During the month of February we have been praying for:
Jim Folger
Pete Haapala
Grace Merrill
Al Peters
Bill Pocious
Robert Planka
Jane Smith
Ahmed, Aala and Ranyia Al-Rubaye
The ministries of our church/circuit
Our precious children
Sandy Kay Jacoby’s mother
Mary Lu Palmer
Rachel Hewitt
Jake
Lenora Boor
Steve
Family of Diane Presterl
Family of “Sarge” Thompson

UMCOR Sunday (formerly One Great Hour of Sharing) Sunday, March 26
Your gift reaches people in more than 80 countries, including the United States. More than 10 years ago,
Hurricane Katrina made landfall on the coasts of Mississippi, Louisiana and Texas, displacing thousands of
families and killing more than 1,800 loved ones. UMCOR was on the ground and operational within 24 hours
of Hurricane Katrina’s devastating arrival. According to the Rev. John C. Moore, who was on the ground
helping, “because of the UMCOR Sunday offering, UMCOR was able to get us funds to measure the damage.” UMCOR came alongside peoples like Moore and everyone else in the annual conferences to guide the
response effort. From cleanup to rebuilding efforts, UMCOR was there. Plus, they set up a cadre of counselors for the youth who had survived the trauma.
Today, UMCOR is still serving there. The legacy of UMCOR’s efforts in the communities is unmistakable a
decade later, people are still moved by UMCOR’s compassionate response.
UMCOR does incredible work and does not receive apportioned funds. Your gift on UMCOR Sunday covers
many of the operating costs for UMCOR. This means that any donations that come in during disaster relief
can be 100% contributed to the disaster. Special offering envelopes will be available on March 26th - your
generous gift matters.

Impact Community 8,000 Hour Challenge
UMC Summer Camps
Looking for something different to
do this summer? Have you considered one of the many camping experiences offered by the Wisconsin
UMC Camp & Retreat Ministries?
There are camps for all ages and a variety of interests. Information can be found on the information
board in the fellowship area or go to WIUM-

Please Pray for the Following South East
District Churches and Clergy:
Mar. 6 – Mar. 12: West Allis: Calvary, Milwaukee
Faith, their pastor Elizabeth Weed, and Calvary’s 190 members and Faith’s 61 members, Calvary is located at 3177 S 107th St. West Allis, WI
53227, Faith is located at 400 S 91st St., Milwaukee, WI 53214.
Mar. 13 – Mar. 19: West Allis: First, their pastor
Gary Cole, and their 276 members, West Allis is
located at 7520 W Lapham St., West Allis, WI
53214.
Mar. 20 – Mar. 26: West Bend: Fifth Avenue, their
pastor Clarissa LaFaye Martinelli, and their 407
members, Fifth avenue is located at 323 S 5th
Ave., West Bend, WI 53095.
Mar. 27 – Apr. 2: Whitefish Bay, their pastors Matthew Hadley, Tshishinen Muteb Chingej, PyungAhn
“Peace” Kim, and their 881 members, Whitefish
Bay is located at 819 E Silver Spring Dr. Whitefish
Bay, WI 53217.

The challenge is to do 8,000 hours of community
service by the end of 2017. Fill out your Impact
Community slips and drop it in the collection plate
or return to the church office. Can we reach our
goal??? It’s up to you! As of 2/26/17 we have
reported 1,001 hours of service.

Noisy Offering
On the second Sunday of the month our
kids take a Noisy Offering, collecting coins
for that month’s Pennies for Mission designation. This month’s Noisy Offering will be
on Sunday, March 12th. The money collected will to go to The Shalom Center.

Liturgists for March
March 5: Hazel Crowder
March 12: Mindy Smouse
March 19: Connie Bevry
March 26: Keith Olsen
Contact Joanna Carlberg if you would like to read
the scriptures on Sunday morning.

Salem UMC’s Website
Have you visited our SUMC website, Salemflamesofgrace.com? This is YOUR website. Visit
often and let us know what you think. If you
have information you'd like to see posted , or for
your comments or corrections, please let Sandy
Kay Jacoby know at skjacoby6@gmail.com or
Joanna Carlberg at jcarlberg@wi.rr.com.

2017
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday
1 AA: 6-8 pm
Ash Wednesday
Service @ 7 pm

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

2 Hand Bells
@ 7 p.m.

3 Big Book (AA)
@ 8 pm

4

5 Worship
@ 9:30 am
Smorgasbord
!2
noon—4 pm

6

7 Boy Scouts
@ 7 pm

8 AA: 6-8 pm
4-H Cake Decorating @ 6 pm
Praise Power
@ 6:30 pm
Choir
@ 7:30 pm

9 Hand Bells
@ 7 p.m.

10 Big Book
(AA) @ 8 pm

11

12 Worship
@ 9:30 am
Sunday School
@ 10:45 am
Confirmation/
Pleasant Prairie
@ 12 noon

13 4-H
@ 6:30 pm

14 Boy Scouts
@ 7 pm

15 AA: 6-8 pm
4-H Cake Decorating @ 6 pm
Praise Power
@ 6:30 pm
Choir
@ 7:30 pm
Messenger

16 Hand Bells
@ 7 p.m.

17 Big Book
(AA) @ 8 pm

18

19 Men’s Breakfast
@ 8 am
Worship
@ 9:30 am
Sunday School
@ 10:45 am
Confirmation at
Pleasant Prairie
@ 12 noon
All Committees
@ 6 pm
Church Council
@ 6:30 pm

20

21 Boy Scouts
@ 7 pm

22 AA: 6-8 pm
4-H Cake Decorating @ 6 pm
Praise Power
@ 6:30 pm
Choir
@ 7:30 pm

23 Hand Bells
@ 7 p.m.

24 Big Book
(AA) @ 8pm

25

26 Worship
@ 9:30 am
Sunday School
@ 10:45 am

27

28 Boy Scouts
@ 7 pm

29 AA: 6-8 pm
4-H Cake Decorating @ 6 pm
Praise Power
@ 6:30 pm
Choir
@ 7:30 pm

30

31Big Book (AA)
@ 8pm

Shalom
Center
Soup
Kitchen

Hand Bells
7 p.m.

@

Pennies for Mission
Pennies for Mission is our ongoing project where all of the coins in the collection plate each
month are given to a special mission. Since 1989 we have sent over $34,000 to special missions. We are now “traveling” toward our 39th mile of pennies!
February Pennies: Shalom Center ($113.25)
March Pennies: He Intends Victory

SCRIP - When you buy you donate to the Church’s Ministries
Buy your SCRIP cards to use for your every day purchases for food, gas, drugstore items , etc. - when you
use a SCRIP card for your purchases a percentage of the card will benefit the church. See Mindy Smouse
after church or contact her at 857-2066 or e-mail msgmgs@gmail.com. The following SCRIP gift cards are
on hand at church and available for your immediate purchase: BP Shell - Speedway – MarathonKwik Trip -Starbucks- Burger King- Chili’s- Cousin’s Subs- Culvers- Panera Chipotle- Cracker BarrelRed Robin- Subway- IHOP- Taco Bell Texas Road House- Dunkin Donuts- Noodle & Company- Pizza Hut
Bristol 45 Diner - Olive Garden – Buffalo Wild Wings Lakeside Sentry- Meijer- Gordon Food Service –
Woodmans -Kohl’s- Target Menard’s- JC Penney- Walmart – Walgreens - Bath & Body WorksTinseltown Cinemark
Total for 2017: $262.03

Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT)
EFT allows you to keep making contributions even when you are not able to attend a Sunday service. You can designate how your funds are allocated within the church’s books
(for General and/or Capital funds). There are no bank fees for you to pay and there is
complete accountability of your giving. EFT is “green”… you do not write a check, but instead electronically transfer monies into the church bank account. Please consider signing up for this service. Forms for signing up for EFT can be found on the table in the entry
area.

Keith Hewitt , Pastor
Telephone: Church (262) 843-2525
Pastor’s cell: (262) 308-2437
E-mail: salemumc@wi.rr.com pastorkhewitt@gmail.com
jsmith.sumc@wi.rr.com
Website: salemflamesofgrace.com
Office Hours: 9:00 a.m.—12: 00 noon Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday
Pastor’s Office Hours: 9:00 a.m.—12:00 noon Wednesday
Worship @ 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School @ 10:45 a.m. (Sept.—May)

