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February 2017   

        Smorgasbord and Silent Auction 

     The annual SUMC Smorgasbord and Silent Auction will 
be held on Sunday, March 5, from 12:00 to 5:00 pm.  
Note that we have returned to having it on Sunday.  Tick-

ets are:  Adults (14 & up) $9.00 pre-sale or $10.00 at the door.  Seniors 
and kids $8.00 pre-sale or $9.00 at the door.  Children under 3 are free.  
Please see Gail Dodge for advance tickets to sell, or call 262-206-3009.   
Our church is fully handicap accessible, and we offer valet parking. 

.     What to expect from the Smorgasbord:  Our original Meatball recipe, 
original chicken recipe, mouth watering mac and cheese, sliced beef, 
mashed potatoes and gravy, dinner rolls, hot vegetables, full salad bar, 
homemade desserts, and a variety of beverages.   

 Sign up sheets for workers and food donations are available in the 
narthex.  We need your help to make this event a success!  You may also 
call Gail Dodge at 262-206-3009 to let her know if you can work or do-

nate food items. 

The Silent Auction will have new items for sale, cash & carry, 
as well as items to bid on.  If your bid is successful, we will call 
you if you are not present.  We will also have “White Elephant” 
items for sale.  The Silent Auction is in need of donations of 
new or like new items.  Please add a note stating the value of 

the item you are donating.  Linda Roberts will accept silent auction dona-
tions until the morning of March 5.  

The kitchen staff  is in need of  clean ice cream buckets with  
lids.  

 



 

 

 

Happy Groundhog Day! 

 

Based on absolutely no evidence whatsoever, I suspect that Bill Murray’s “Groundhog 
Day” did far more to popularize the “holiday” than any real-life weatherman, or even Punx-
sutawney Phil, in any of his incarnations.  (The town of Punxsutawney has been celebrating 
Groundhog Day since 1887; groundhogs live for 10-15 years in captivity—so we have seen 

many Phils over the years.) 

 

This is partly, of course, because it’s a funny movie, with a then-original premise.  But I think what gives it real en-
durance is the message wrapped in the humor.  Stripped to its basics (Spoiler Alert), Bill Murray’s character, 
trapped in an endlessly repeating day, at first experiments with the novelty of it, fulfilling any number of fantasies 
one might have after realizing he or she could do anything—anything—with the assurance that there would be no 
consequences, because he knew he would just wake up the next morning to Sonny and Cher on the radio, and start 
over again. 

 

But this eventually becomes a hollow pursuit, and he comes to realize that happiness and satisfaction can’t be 
achieved by living a life solely based on doing those things that give him a momentary thrill, because in the end 
they leave him empty.  In churchy terms, we would say that living in and for this world gives a person no lasting 
happiness. 

 

What he goes on to discover is the heart of the story:  that if he has to live in this place forever (or, more correctly, 
if he has to live in this one day forever), then he is only going to find happiness and peace when he starts doing 
things to grow himself, and to help others.  By walking around the town of Punxsutawney, he learns about things 
that are going to happen to people, and figures out how to insinuate himself into the occurrence in order to help—
or even save—them.  In the end, after trial and error, he even finds real love—after unsuccessfully trying to trick 
her, he finds that the key is being genuine and open…and, no small thing, by that time he is a changed man, him-
self. 

 

It’s not an overtly Christian movie—there is no message about Christ and salvation—but I think it does preach 
very convincingly to the point that we only become who we’re meant to be, when we set aside our own wants and 
needs and focus on what we can do for others.  When our experience of Christ begins and ends with the question, 
“How can I be saved?” we are missing a good deal of his message (Christ’s message, not Murray’s).  Instead, confi-
dent of God’s grace and forgiveness that is ours through Jesus, we should turn our attention outward, to the world 
around us, and think about what we can do to help, how we can serve as the hands and feet of Christ. 

 

Salem does this beautifully, already, with its strong emphasis on mission.  But in a world of great need, divided by 
conflict, there is so much more to do.  As each new morning dawns, and “I Got You, Babe” plays on the radio, 
the questions of the day are:  what else can we do as a church?  What else can we do as individuals?  And how can 
we change ourselves, so that we can be a greater blessing to others? 

 

See you in church! 

Pastor Keith 

 

 



 

 

  

Souper Bowl of Caring 

On Sunday, February 5th, 
2017, 140 million Americans 

will tune in to the Super Bowl football game.  There 
will be parties with abundant food, friendship, and 
fellowship.   At the same time, there will be people 
worrying about staying warm, finding shelter and a 
warm meal.  Please  join people around the country as 
they demonstrate God’s love by loving their 
neighbors through the Souper Bowl of Caring.  It’s a 
simple, yet significant acto of caring for others.  All 
of the money collected is donated to a charity se-
lected by the participant—none of the money is sent 
to Souper Bowl of Caring headquarters.  Organizers 
only ask that each participant  report their collection  
so national totals can be determined and announced.  
You are invited to drop $1.00 (or more) in the soup 
pot as you leave worship on Feb. 5th.  Your dona-
tions will be given to the Shalom Center Soup 
Kitchen.  Help our neighbors in need by supporting 
the Souper Bowl of Caring. 

The Salem UMC  All Committee 

Meeting will be held on Sunday, Feb-

ruary 19th at 6:00 pm. 

You Are Invited to Join  

Our Music Ministry  

     All are welcome to join our choirs…
Wednesday nights Praise Power practices 
at 6:30 p.m. and Chancel Choir practices at 
7:30 p.m.   Hand Bells practice on Thurs-

day nights at 6:30 p.m.  You are invited to join one, 
two or all three!    

Men’s Breakfast  

on February19 

The Men in our Congrega-
tion are Invited to a Men’s 
Breakfast on Sunday, Febru-

ary 19th at 8:00 a.m. in the downstairs fellowship Hall. 
Come and start your morning with some good food 
and fellowship.    Questions?  Contact Tom Reilly, 
Ken Bevry, Corbin Bevry or Rick Carlberg.  

Impact Community 8,000 Hour Challenge   

The challenge is to do 8,000 hours of community ser-
vice by the end of 2017. Fill out your Impact Com-
munity slips and drop it in the collection plate or re-
turn to the church office.  Can we reach our goal???  
It’s up to you!   As of 2/4/17  we have reported 492 
hours of service. 

Noisy Offering  

On the second Sunday of the month our 

kids take a Noisy Offering, collecting 

coins for that month’s Pennies for Mission desig-

nation. This month’s Noisy Offering will be on 

Sunday, February 12th. The money collected will 

to go to the Shalom Center soup kitchen. 
 Liturgists for February  

February 5: Annette Meints                                                                                                                          

February 12: Jennny Cook                                                                                                              

February 19: Sandy Jacoby                                                                                                                         

February 26: Megan and Holly Greenhill   

Contact Joanna Carlberg if you would like to read 

the scriptures on Sunday morning.                                                                                                                                                                                             

Westosha Community Senior Fellowship Time 

Wednesday,  February 1st  at 10:00 a.m. 

A Program on “A Lost Adolescence: Surviving the 
Blitz” 

by Joy Aavang, Author 

Free Bingo and prizes.  

 Located at Wilmot United Methodist Church  

fellowship hall 

 (11425 Fox River Road)  

Call 862-6366 for more info  

(Co-sponsored by Living Waters Ministries) 

  



 

 

Confirmation Schedule 

Confirmation is scheduled to run from 12:00 until 
approximately 1:30 

February 19:  Trinity 1 – Pastor Pamela Garside-
Meyers (Wesley Chapel) 

March 19:  History of Methodist Church – Pastor 
Anita Lang (Pleasant Prairie) 

April 23:  Structure/Polity of Methodist Church – 
(Bristol) Gale Burgess 

May 21:  Spiritual Gifts – Pastor Anita Lang (Pleasant 
Prairie) 

June:  No Confirmation Meeting 

July 16:   Trinity 2 – Pastor Pamela Garside-Meyers 
(Wesley Chapel) 

August 20:  Sacraments and Worship – Pastor Judy 
Wang (Wilmot) 

September:  Confirmation 

Making a Holy Mess 

      Beginning in February 2017, the churches of 
Circuit 14, and Living Waters, are going to launch a 
new ministry and outreach into the community.  
Called “Messy Church,” after an exciting new move-
ment that began in England in 2004, the ministry is 
cross-generational and aimed at connecting with 
those in the area who are not otherwise engaged in 
church—families, singles, couples…anyone is welcome 
to attend and become part of this messy new phe-
nomenon.              

 Held monthly, Messy Church will be an op-
portunity for people to gather and enjoy fellowship as 
they do crafts, play games, and enjoy a communal 
meal—all in celebration of a simple Gospel message.  
This is done to help people connect with each other, 
and to explore and grow their faith through nontradi-
tional means.  It is not primarily a tool to grow any 
individual church—but as people learn to engage 
their faith, they do become part of the overall body 
of Christ, which is the aim of the ministry.   

      We are looking for volunteers to help launch 
and maintain this ministry:  people who will agree to 
help serve at some of the monthly meetings, and peo-
ple who will attend and participate in meetings, to 
help make other attendees feel welcome when they 
come.  If you are interested  in participating, please 
contact Rachel Hewitt at (262) 945-9731, or queen-
rachel58@gmail.com 

Salem UMC’s Website 

Have you visited our SUMC website, Salemflamesofgrace.com? It is packed with information and awaiting your 
input! This is YOUR website. Visit often and let us know what you think. If you have information you'd like to see 
posted on the site such as committee updates and events, pictures of church events, or for your comments or cor-
rections, please let Sandy Kay Jacoby know at skjacoby6@gmail.com or Joanna Carlberg at jcarlberg@wi.rr.com.  

Lenten Services 

As we prepare for Lent, this year, 
the Circuit will be celebrating three 
joint services:      Ash Wednesday, 
March 1, there will be a service at 

Salem at 7:00 pm.  Maundy Thursday, April 13, 
there will be a service at Pleasant Prairie at 7:00 
pm.  We are also hoping to have a combined choir at 
this service.  Good Friday, April 14, there will be a 
service at Wilmot at 7:00 pm. 

Prayer Corner 

During the month of January, we have been praying 
for: 

Jim Folger 

Pete Haapala 

Grace Merrill 

Robert Planka 

Bill Pocius                   

Diane Presterl 

Jane Smith 

Family of Ken McLeod 

Family of Terry Nischan 

 Jane Smith had successful knee replacement 
surgery in January and is recovering at home.  Thank 
you for your kind thoughts and prayers. 

mailto:queenrachel58@gmail.com
mailto:queenrachel58@gmail.com
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Youth Retreat 

A Youth Lock-In will be held at Sa-
lem UMC, Friday, February 17 – 
6:00 p.m. until Saturday, February 18 
– 9:00 a.m.   What to bring: a snack 
to share, sleeping  bag and pillow if 
you want to sleep or be more com-
fortable for a movie, toiletries, de-
odorant, toothbrush and toothpaste, 

a favorite game, permission/emergency forms.  What to 
leave at home:  cell phones and other electronic devices.  
Dinner provided: $3-5 to help with cost. 

June 11-17, 2017  Appalachian Service Project for youth 
14 years and up entering High School in the fall of 2017. 

For information, contact Pastor Pamela Garside-
Meyers at pgarside@wi.rr.com, 262-764-1538, or text 
262-496-2292. 

The “Messenger” Deadline is always the 

15th of  the month—please have all arti-

cles to the church office or send by email 

to jsmith.sumc@wi.rr.com   The deadline 

for the March newsletter will be on Wednes-

day, February 15. 

February Birthdays and  

Anniversaries   

(If yours is missing it means we don’t 

have your birthday/anniversary in-

formation in our membership pro-

gram.  Contact Jane Smith at 843-2525 or 

jsmith.sumc@wi.rr.com to get added to the list) 

Celebrating a Birthday                                                                                                                                                                                                        
5 – Alison Rosin, Amanda Bossong                                                                                                                                     
6- Courtney Lamar                                                                                                                                                     
12- Joey Egeland                                                                                                                                                      
13 – Peyton Shanor                                                                                                                                           
14 – Ronald Verhaalen, Makayla Ouwerkerk                                                                                                                                
17 – Connie Olsen                                                                                                                                                 
18 – Hunter Hermes                                                                                                                                                 
22 – Rachel Hewitt, Lisa Stevens                                                                                                                                                                                                       
24 – Nancy Webster                                                                                                                                                                           
25 – Katie Stockwell                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
26 – Corbin Bevry                                                                                                                                                                             
27 – Diane Trombley 
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2017 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 AA: 6-8 pm    

Praise Power       

@ 6:30 pm              

Choir                    

@ 7:30 pm      

2  Hand Bells    

@ 7 p.m. 

3 Big Book (AA)  

@ 8 pm                  

  

4   

5  Worship                 

@ 9:30 am                    

Sunday School           

@ 10:45 am               

 

6  7  Boy Scouts  

@ 7 pm 

   

8 AA: 6-8 pm    

Praise Power       

@ 6:30 pm              

Choir                    

@ 7:30 pm      

9  Hand Bells    

@ 7 p.m. 

 

10 Big Book 

(AA)   @ 8 pm                

11    

12 Worship                 

@ 9:30 am           

Sunday School           

@ 10:45 am                   

13  4-H           

@ 6:30 pm   

14 Boy Scouts  

@ 7 pm                  

15 AA: 6-8 pm       

Praise Power       

@ 6:30 pm              

Choir                    

@ 7:30 pm       

16 Hand Bells    

@ 7 p.m.                   

17                                     

Youth Retreat 

18   Youth Retreat 

19  Menõs Breakfast 

@ 8 am               

Worship                 

@ 9:30 am           

Sunday School           

@ 10:45 am                  

Confirmation at 

Wesley Chapel           

@ 12 noon               

All Committees         

@ 6 pm                      

Church Council       

@ 6:30 pm        

20 21 Boy Scouts  

@ 7 pm 

   

 22 AA: 6-8 pm      

Praise Power       

@ 6:30 pm              

Choir                    

@ 7:30 pm      

    

  

23   Hand Bells    

@ 7 p.m. 

 

24 Big Book 

(AA) @ 8pm                

25   

26   Worship                

@ 9:30 am                    

Sunday School        

@ 10:45 am            

27 

 

 

 

  

28 Boy Scouts  

@ 7 pm 

   

    



 

 

 

SCRIP - When you buy you donate to the Churchôs Ministries 

Buy your SCRIP cards to use for your every day purchases for food, gas, drugstore items , etc.  -  when you use a SCRIP card for 

your purchases a percentage of the card will  benefit the church.  See Mindy Smouse after church or contact her at 857-2066 or e-

mail msgmgs@gmail.com.  The following SCRIP gift cards are on hand at church and available for your immediate purchase:    BP  

Shell  -  Speedway ï Marathon- Kwik Trip  -Starbucks- Burger King- Chiliôs- Cousinôs Subs- Culvers- Panera Chipotle- 

Cracker Barrel- Red Robin- Subway- IHOP- Taco Bell    Texas Road House- Dunkin Donuts-  Noodle & Company   Pizza Hut -

Bristol 45 Diner - Olive Garden ï Buffalo Wild Wings Lakeside Sentry- Meijer- Gordon Food Service – Woodmans Kohl’s- Target 

Menard’s- JC Penney- Walmart – Walgreens -  Bath & Body Works- Tinseltown Cinemark                                                                                                            

Total for 2017: $157.35 

 

Pennies for Missions   

Pennies for Mission is our ongoing project where all of the coins in the collection plate each 

month are given to a special mission.  Since 1989 we have sent over $34,000 to special missions.  

We are now “traveling” toward our 39th mile of pennies!  

December Pennies:  The Shalom Center ($33.40)  

January Pennies:  Souper Bowl of Caring  ($61.15) 

                        February Pennies:  The Shalom Center Soup Kitchen 

 

Keith Hewitt , Pastor 

Telephone: Church (262) 843-2525 

   Pastor’s cell: (262) 308-2437                                                                                                                                  
E-mail: salemumc@wi.rr.com   pastorkhewitt@gmail.com      jsmith.sumc@wi.rr.com    

Website:  salemflamesofgrace.com 

Office Hours: 9:00 a.m.—12: 00 noon Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday                           
Pastor’s Office Hours:  9:00 a.m.—12:00 noon Wednesday 

 

Worship @ 9:30 a.m.   

Sunday School @ 10:45 a.m. (Sept.—May) 

Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) 

EFT allows you to keep making contributions even when you are not able to attend a Sun-
day service.  You can designate how your funds are allocated within the church’s books 
(for General and/or Capital funds).  There are no bank fees for you to pay and there is 
complete accountability of your giving.  EFT is “green”… you do not write a check, but in-
stead electronically transfer monies into the church bank account.  Please consider sign-
ing up for this service.  Forms for signing up for EFT can be found on the table in the entry 
area. 

mailto:msgmgs@gmail.com

