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Easter and Lenten Services & Activities
Palm Sunday, April 14th – Worship at 9:30 am
Youth egg hunt following service
Maundy Thursday, April 18th – “We Met Him” at 7 pm
Good Friday, April 19th – Worship at Bristol UMC at 7 pm
Easter Sunday, April 21st – Sunrise Worship at 7 am
Fellowship and brunch in between services
(See brunch signup sheet in the fellowship area)
Worship at 9:30 am (no Sunday School classes)

“We Met Him” is a theatrical program performed by the women of our church. The program tells the story of the women in Jesus’ life.
The cast includes a Story Teller that carries you
through the introduction of twelve women including Elizabeth, Mary Mother of Jesus, Mary
Wife of Cleopas, Samaritan Woman, The Woman
Who Touched Jesus, Martha, Mary Sister of
Jesus in the house
of Martha and Mary
Martha, Salome, Mary Magdalene, Joanna, The
Adulterous Woman and the Syrophoenician
Woman. This dramatic performance will be presented at Salem
UMC on Maundy Thursday, April 18th, at 7 pm.
Easter flowers can be purchased to honor your loved one
and to decorate the sanctuary on Easter Sunday. Your
flower (s) can be taken home following the Easter Worship
Service. You will find order forms in the Narthex. Please
include payment with your order. Make checks payable to
Salem United Methodist Church and notate Easter flowers
on it. Deadline for ordering is Sunday, April 7th.

Dear Salem Family,
Lenten graces and Easter blessings to you!
I am back from spending most of last week at a retreat at the Green Lake Conference Center, and I want to tell you about it. (The retreat, not the Conference Center—although the facility is beautiful. If you haven’t been there, you should check it out.) Every United Methodist pastor in the state was invited to the event, and the focus of the retreat was something called The Academy of Faith and Money, a series of presentations on what we loosely call stewardship—a subject many of us
equate with the idea of being asked once a year to support the church financially. In its broader sense, of
course, stewardship means a lot more than that—it has to do with how we individually, and as a church, manage the resources we have available to us.
Now that I see that in writing, I think I need a glass of water—it’s mighty dry.
I approached the retreat with some reluctance, both because of the subject matter and because being
locked in a room with several hundred pastors is not as much fun as it sounds. (You may not know this, but
pastors like to talk. A lot.) As it turns out, the speaker was very engaging, had a lot of great stories to tell
about his time as a soldier in Desert Storm, then as a pastor, and now as a financial consultant, and it was a
valuable time of learning for all of us…but it was not the main event.
On the first night there, there was a two or two-and-a-half hour meeting focusing on the events of the Special
General Conference in St. Louis. The Bishop spoke to us about the vote to implement the so-called Traditional
Plan, retaining exclusionary language for the gay and lesbian community, and there was a report from several
of the delegates. The prevailing message is that Church leadership is still trying to sort out how to proceed in
the wake of the vote—a delicate task given that many feel the continuation of such restrictions is immoral and
antithetical to Christ’s call for inclusion and welcoming of all. How does the United Methodist Church proceed
from here—can we remain united, or is it time to talk about how congregations may gracefully exit…or is there
some other way forward? And on a gut level, how do the delegates proceed in the face of some un-loving,
unseemly things that were said by representatives of all sides, at the Special General Conference.
The most interesting thought to come out of that initial report is the question of whether parliamentary procedure and the idea of majority rule is even the proper way to address questions of ethics and morality. Ponder
that for a few moments, and it seems to lead to the conclusion that right and wrong can’t be decided by
vote—at best, a vote can establish aspirational norms for a particular body, but it can’t really decide right
and wrong on a cosmic level. (Human slavery, for example, at some point in our history was agreed upon by
a majority, and was legal…but it was never moral.)
The night concluded with statements from the floor, and it became painfully obvious that our leaders and
delegates weren’t the only ones struggling with the outcome of the Special General Conference, and the
question of where the future lies. I don’t know about others, but I left that meeting pretty disheartened.
Skip ahead, now, to the last day. Before we left, the Bishop led us in a very simple worship service that concluded with Holy Communion. And I will tell you, feeling the energy in the room, hearing the words of those
around me and seeing their expressions…standing in line together, to receive the body and blood of Christ as
brothers and sisters…it made me hopeful. It made me realize that no matter the divisions—and there definitely are divisions—we are still one body in Christ, committed to making disciples for the transformation of the
world. There was a genuine sense of love and togetherness among all present, and I left the retreat feeling
good.
Weird, right?
Or maybe not.
With everything going on at the denomination level, it was a reminder that the real resources of the United
Methodist Church are the individual congregations, the people within them, and their gifts and talents. And
while there are real issues to be worked out, there is one issue that is settled—we all know that the only real
hope for this broken world is the grace of God and the love of Jesus Christ. Moving forward, if we can keep
our focus on that, then I think we can find a way to continue.
So this Easter, I invite you to remember and to share the truth we all have in common—whether we are LGBTQ,
straight, Democrat or Republican, white brown or some combination thereof—Jesus Christ has risen, and by
rising he has defeated death and made life possible for all people.
Share the miracle of Easter with someone you know. Invite them to experience it with you at one of our Easter
services, 7:00 or 9:30 a.m. You never know what might happen.
Peace,
Pastor Keith

Shalom to Home” Kitchen Kits
Our circuit is short 2 kitchen kits in our “Shalom to
Home” ministry. These kits, designed to meet the
kitchen needs of 2 to 4 individuals moving into their
own home, will be issued to families moving out of
the Shalom Center in Kenosha. Signup sheets are in
the Narthex. Tear off strips are on the signup
sheets. Please try to have your contributions returned during Lent. Thank you, Rick Carlberg
The Salem UMC All Committee Meeting night will
be held on Monday, May 20th with the All Committees meeting at 6:30 pm followed by Church Council
at 7:00 pm.
An additional Financial Discussion Meeting is scheduled for Monday, April 22nd at 7 pm.
Confirmation is scheduled for Sunday,
May 5th during our worship service.
Please plan on joining us to celebrate
and share communion with our
confirmands.
Celebrating an April Birthday
6th: Kathy Hufnagle
Dorothy Heiss
15th: Marci Schultz
17th: Jessica Stevens
20th: Murry Holmstrom
Blair Grimm
23rd: Lucas Leydens
24th Jerry Meints
25th: Edward Hartnek
27th: Grace Merrill
29th: Katrina Bostanche
Celebrating an April Anniversary
14th: Frank & Helen Andrekus
20th: Jim & Jane Smith
30th: Rick & Joanna Carlberg

Congratulations and Thank You for paying your
2018 Apportionment Covenant in Full!
The apportionments of our Wisconsin United Methodist Churches support connectional ministries in
both Wisconsin and throughout the world. The apportionment is “A Portion Meant for Others”, or in other
words, a way of practicing giving and generosity outside of ourselves. It is a part of the long history of the
United Methodism. We cannot thank you enough for
your faithful giving.
Tamara Wims
Conference Treasurer & Director of Administration

“The Rocket”
An inspiring movie, featuring Coach Keith
Olsen and Mr. Corbin Bevry, will be presented at Salem United Methodist
Church at 6 pm on April 13th.
Director, Richard Blake, was inspired by
Keith Olsen, who was his coach at Central and is still
the cross-country coach at the school, along with being a guidance counselor.
Blake had the idea for this film since he was 15, and
finally wrote it. He wanted the film to be magical and
have a sweeping, inspirational feel to it — like
‘Rocky,’ ‘The Blindside’ and ‘Hoosiers.’ Movies like
that are kind of missing now.” This movie brings together the elements of family, loss, failure and redemption. The entire movie – interiors and exteriors
– was shot locally at Central High School, Fox River
Park and other spots in western Kenosha County.
Please join us at Salem UMC for this special viewing
at 6 pm on Saturday, April 13th.

Westosha Community Senior
Fellowship Time

Wednesday, April 3rd - 10 am
A Program on “Very Interesting Discoveries in Genealogy” will be presented by Linda Browne. Location is
Wilmot United Methodist Church Fellowship Hall;
11425 Fox River Rd. Free Bingo and prizes. Call 862
-6366 for additional info.

Men’s Breakfast April 14th
The Men in our Congregation are invited to a Men’s Breakfast on Sunday, April 14th at
8:00 am in the downstairs fellowship Hall. Join us
and start your morning with some good food and fellowship.
Questions? Contact Tom Reilly, Ken
Bevry, Corbin Bevry or Rick Carlberg.

Liturgists for April
7th: Annette Meints
14th: Bill Knigge
21st: Jaden Ouwerkerk
28th: Dylan Hartnek
Please contact Joanna Carlberg if you would like to
serve as liturgist.

Art & Craft Contest and
Show / Luncheon
Sunday, May 19th
For additional information call 262-891-3436 or see website: westoshaseniorcenter.com

Music Ministry
Want to share your musical talents?
We have three choirs waiting for you to join!
- Praise Power meets Wednesdays at 6:30 pm
- Chancel Choir meets Wednesdays at 7:30 pm
- Hand Bell Choir meets Thursdays at 7:00 pm

Noisy Offering
On the second Sunday of each month, our
kids take a Noisy Offering, collecting coins
for that month’s Pennies for Mission designation. March’s pennies totaled $57.58 and will be
donated to “He Intends Victory”. This month’s pennies will be collected on April 14th and will be donated to the “Hope Gardens”

Sunday School for All Ages
You are invited to join us on Sunday
mornings at 10:45 am. All ages are
invited to join in. See you there!!

Courage to Cope (C2C)
Courage to Cope provides help and support for
families of those who are struggling with mental
health disorders. C2C Group meetings are open to
the public and are held here at Salem from 6:007:00 pm on the third Wednesday of the month. This
month’s meeting is on Wednesday, April 17th. If you
are interested, please join us—or if you know someone who is caring for a family member or loved one
who is struggling with a mental health disorder,
please pass the word on to them.
Relay for Life Challenge
Wilmot UMC has partnered with Calvary
UCC to form a Relay for Life team for the
past several years. This year Relay for
Life will be at Wilmot High School from 5
pm on Friday, May 17 through 1 am on Saturday, May
18. The purpose of the event is to raise money for the
American Cancer Society.
At the Relay for Life event, we remember loved ones lost
to cancer. It is a team event in which team members take
turns walking around a track. Each team is asked to
have a member on the track at all times to signify that
cancer never sleeps.
Wilmot and Calvary would like to challenge your congregation to join us in this fight. A great way to do that would
be to form a team and join us at this event.
Additional information is posted on the bulletin board in
the fellowship area. Also, if you have questions, contact
Doris Carnahan from Wilmot UMC.

During the month of March we
have been praying for:
Darrell Hill
Dave Hansen
Deanna Mottershead
Deb Gilliam
Donna Hoover
Howard Heyer
Jake Weber
Jamie Maddox
Joanna Fay
Kathy,Mindy & Lisa
Lynn Zapolnik
Our Smorgasbord Team
Roger Blair
Shirley Blair
Rachel Hewitt’s sister, Rose
Family of Allen Portzen
Family of Annalorraine Eckberg
Family of Charles Gibbs
Family of Olive Moir
Family of Patricia Olsen
Lake Geneva Gary Conf attendees
Passengers & crew of the Viking Sky Cruise Ship
People traveling during spring break

Hunter Hermes and
the Wisconsin Singers
Please join us for a show on Saturday, April
6 in New Berlin at 7pm or on Sunday, April
7 in Menominee Falls at 3pm. The Hermes family
will be hosting a pre –show pizza party. All are welcome ! Call or text Tami Hermes (262-331-7228) if
are interested in going to a show or to the pizza
party.
Prime Timers Retreat
April 23—26, 2018
Pine Lake Retreat Center
Fun Food Fellowship
As you enter Pine Lake by travelling down a long wooded
driveway, it serves as a reminder that this is a place not
just for fun, but also for quiet reflection. Bible study and
campfire worship serve as a foundation for the Christian
love and grace that Pine Lake strives to show all who
come to this place.
Rev. Rich Rubietta will be our study/worship/song leader.
Pastor Rich has been a local church pastor in suburban,
urban small town and rural settings; he sees the world as
his parish. God has called some people like him to embrace a “congregation” that is beyond the walls of any
building made with human hands.
Jessica Michna will recreate “Catherine Dickens”, a character created by Charles Dickens, author, playwright,
actor and social activist. Mrs. Dickens will give the audience a look into the lives of Mr. & Mrs. Dickens and also
introduce the audience to other famous women.
All meals are provided and will be served in the Oakwood
Center. For more information, contact Lois Brennan at:
262-492-1212.

APRIL 2019
Sunday

7
Worship: 9:30 am
Sunday School:
10:45 am

Monday

Tuesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2
Boy Scouts:
7 pm

3
Hope Council:
12:00 pm
AA: 6:30 pm
Praise Power:
6:30 pm
Choir: 7:30 pm

4
Hand Bells:
7 pm

5
Big Book (AA):
8 pm

6

8
4-H: 6:30 pm

9
Boy Scouts:
7 pm

10
Hope Council:
12:00 pm
AA: 6:30 pm
Praise Power:
6:30 pm
Choir: 7:30 pm

11
Hand Bells:
7 pm

12
Big Book (AA):
8 pm

13

15
Messenger
Deadline

16
Boy Scouts:
7 pm

17
Hope Council:
12:00 pm
C2C: 6 pm
AA: 6:30 pm
Praise Power:
6:30 pm
Choir: 7:30 pm

18
SUMC Women
present:
“We Met Him”
7 pm

19
Good Friday
Worship at
Bristol UMC:
7 pm

20

24
Hope Council:
12:00 pm
AA: 6:30 pm
Praise Power:
6:30 pm
Choir: 7:30 pm

25
Hand Bells:
7 pm

Men’s Breakfast:
8 am
Worship: 9:30 am
Sunday School:
10:45 am
22

23
Boy Scouts:
7 pm

Sunrise Worship:
7 am
Followed by fellowship time \ brunch
Worship: 9:30 am
No Sunday School
28
Worship: 9:30 am
Sunday School:
10:45 am

Wednesday

29

30
Boy Scouts:
7 pm

Big Book (AA):
8 pm

26
Big Book (AA):
8 pm

27
4 H Spring Outside Cleanup:
8:30 am—12 pm

SCRIP
When you purchase a SCRIP card for your purchases a percentage of the card will benefit the church. See
Mindy Smouse after church or contact her at 857-2066 or e-mail msgmgs@gmail.com. The following
SCRIP gift cards are on hand at church and available for your immediate purchase: Amazon - Applebee’s
Arby’s Bath & Body Works - BP - Bristol 45 Diner - Buffalo Wild Wings Burger King - Cabela’s - Cheddar’s
Chili’s Chipotle - Tinseltown - Cinemark - Cousin’s Subs - Cracker Barrel - Culvers - Dunkin Donuts- Festival Foods Gordon Food Service - IHOP - JC Penney - Joann Fabrics - Kohl’s - Kwik Trip - Little Caesars
Lowes - Marathon - Meijer - Menard’s – Mobile - Noodle & Company - Old Navy - Olive Garden - Panera
Papa Murphy’s - Pizza Hut - Red Lobster - Red Robin - Shell - Starbucks - Subway- Taco Bell - Target
Texas Road House - TJ Max - Walgreens - Wal-Mart - Wendy’s - Woodmans
Total for 2019: $ 153.37

Salem UMC’s Website
Have you visited our SUMC website, Salemflamesofgrace.com? It is packed with information and awaiting your input! This is YOUR website. Visit often and let us know what you
think. If you have information you'd like to see posted on the site such as committee updates and events, pictures of church events, or for your comments or corrections, please let
Sandy Kay Jacoby know at skjacoby6@gmail.com or Joanna Carlberg at jcarlberg@wi.rr.com.

The “Messenger” Deadline is always the 15th of the month. Please have all articles to the church office or
send by email to salemsecretary@gmail.com. The deadline for the March newsletter will Monday, April 15th.

Impact Community
8,000 Hour Challenge
As of March 31st, we completed 2,133 hours of service . We continue to challenge you in
2019. There are many things or acts of kindness you do that would be of service to the
community: driving a shut-in to the doctor, grocery store or church, serving at the Soup Kitchen, shoveling
snow for a neighbor or taking food to a sick friend. Just a few things you may have done and are not aware
that these acts of kindness would count towards our community challenge. Please continue to fill out the Impact Community slip and drop it in the collection plate.

Keith Hewitt, Pastor
Cell: (262) 308-2437
pastorkhewitt@gmail.com
Church ph: (262) 843-2525
salemwiumc@gmail.com
Secretary: salemumcsecretary@gmail.com
Website: salemflamesofgrace.com
Office hours: 9:00 am - 12:00 pm Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday
Pastor’s Office Hours: 9:00 am -12:00 pm Wednesday
Worship: 9:30 am
Sunday School: 10:45 am (Sept. - May)

