
 INSPIRING – A MUST FOR ALL FAMILIES 

“The Rocket" is a small town story inspired by true events, about a high school football star who 
suffers a severe head injury and 
loses his entire life plan. The 
heaviness of a broken 
relationship with his father, and 
losing the identity of "football 
star" push him to seek a new 
way to prove himself. Restricted 
from playing any sports and 
despite being an unlikely runner, 
the cross country coach brings 
the young man aboard his high 
school team out of necessity, 
and through much struggle, 
doubt, and determination, he 
finds a new way to push towards 
greatness. 
 
With colorful characters, 
youthful insights, and nostalgic 
storytelling, "The Rocket" 
brings together the elements of 
family, loss, failure, and 
redemption. The entire story is 
based on real characters and 
events that took place in the 
mid-west in 1999.  

The entire movie — interiors 
and exteriors — was shot 
locally, at Central High School, 
Fox River Park and other spots 
in western Kenosha County. 

“Central High School is all over this film,” Richard Blake, author and director, said. “Anyone 
who went to school there or is from the area will recognize the locations.” 

Blake says he was inspired by Keith Olsen, who was his coach at Central and is still the cross-
country coach at the school, along with being a guidance counselor. 

“I don’t think this story has ever really been told,” Blake said. “I had the idea for this film in the 
back of my mind since I was 15, and I finally wrote it. I want the film to be magical and have a 
sweeping, inspirational feel to it — like ‘Rocky,’ ‘The Blindside’ and ‘Hoosiers.’ Movies like 
that are kind of missing now.”  
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