
 

 

MESSENGER 
December 2018 

Connecting Salem UMC since 1949 

Office Hours: 9 am—12 pm 

Mon, Wed, Thurs & Fri  
 

Directory Listing 

Keith Hewitt, Pastor 

pastorkhewitt@gmail.com 

Rose Knigge, Church Secretary 

jsmith.sumc@wi.rr.com 

Ian Huddleston,  Music Accompanist 

ihnetwork@outlook.com 

Kyle Miskovic, Choir Director 
kmiskovic@carthage.edu 

Christopher (CT) Hogan 

ctthogan@gmail.com 

Kim Ouwerkerk, Hand Bell Director 

kim.ouwerkerk@outlook.com 

Annette Meints, Church Council Chair 

ameints@wi.rr.com 

Rick Carlberg, Lay Leader 

rcarlberg@wi.rr.com 

Connie Bevry, Education Co-Chair 

ckbevry@gmail.com 

Ragnar Ouwerkerk, Staff Parish Chair 

ragnar.ouwerkerk@outlook.com 

Ken Bevry, Trustee Chair 

ckbevry@gmail.com 

Kathy Hufnagle, Finance Chair 

 klhufnagle0406@gmail.com 

Marsha Isaacson, Financial Secretary 

isaacson488@gmail.com 

Melanie Hartnek, Treasurer 

mhartnek@gmail.com  

The Sharing Tree 

Our Sharing Tree provides gifts for local children and for resi-
dents of Grand Prairie Nursing Home. Help us show the spirit of 
love and caring to those in need by taking part in our “Sharing 
Tree”. Please bring your by Sunday, December 9th.   

  

Salem United Methodist Church  

25130 85th Street 

Salem, WI  53168 

Ph: 262-843-2525 

email:  salemumc@wi.rr.com 

pastorkhewitt@gmail.com 

jsmith.sumc@wi.rr.com 

Website: salemflamesofgrace.com 

Christmas Eve Service 

Plan to join us in celebration on Monday, 

 December 24th at 7 pm for Christmas Eve Service. 

Children’s Christmas Program 

 Sunday, December 16th; 9:30 am 

This years Christmas Program, “Children's Christmas Gift,” 
will include all the young people in our church ages High 
School and younger.  It is a story about the symbols of 

Christmas as described by young Christians to their friends that do not 
understand the real meaning of Christmas and Jesus' Birth. It will include 
singing, readings and of course all (congregation too)  singing "Happy 
Birthday" to Jesus.  

Annual Church Conference 
The Joint Circuit 14 Annual Church Conference will 
be held at Salem UMC on Tuesday, December 18th 
at 6 pm. Each congregation in the circuit (Bristol, 

Wesley Chapel, Wilmot, Pleasant Prairie and Salem) will be hearing re-
ports for their individual churches and each congregation will vote indi-
vidually on items concerning their respective churches. Plan to join us on 
the  18th  for a time of decision making and worship. 



 

 

 

 

 

 
Dear Salem Family, 
 
My Mom, bless her heart, had a unique way of toying with my brother and I when we were children.  In her younger days 
she had worked in several different jobs where she had been obliged to use something called Gregg Shorthand—a pho-
netic writing system developed about 130 years ago.  Sort of like modern-day hieroglyphics, it uses cursive symbols to 
stand for words and sounds—for instance, this is what a section of Dickens’ A Christmas Carol looks like in Gregg Short-
hand: 

 
What Mom would do, starting in November, was to write a list of 
what she and Dad were getting my brother and I for Christmas—in 
shorthand.  And she would casually leave the list lying around the 
house—on the kitchen table, in the living room, wherever—knowing 
that we would find it…and confident that we would never be able to 
read it. 
 
Her confidence was justified. 
 
My brother and I would puzzle over the list like archaeologists poring 
over the hieroglyphs in a freshly-excavated Egyptian tomb, only with 
less success.  Even after one of us glommed onto a book which 
showed the various word and sound-symbol relationships, we were 
never able to figure out what she wrote—not any of it.  Part of this 

had to do with our own lack of skill as code breakers, the other—as we learned later—had to do with the fact that practi-
tioners of this dark art tended to develop their own styles which were slightly different from the textbook symbology.  In 
any case, the kitchen table was just as secure as Fort Knox, for Mom’s lists. 
 
I think about that, when I think about the generations of faithful children of Israel who lived their lives knowing that God 
had something in store for them—a Messiah, a redeemer, a savior—but were forced to try to guess just what this Mes-
siah would look like by reading and understanding the words of various prophets.  As it turned out, this was much more 
easily done in retrospect, than it was as a forward-looking enterprise.  When Micah promises that a ruler will be brought 
out of Bethlehem Ephrathah, or Isaiah tells us of a child who will be called “Wonderful Counselor,” “Mighty God,” and 
“Prince of Peace,” we can look back and point to Jesus and all that he taught and did, when a person living before the 
time of Jesus would have found it impossible to predict just what to expect. 
 
And isn’t it interesting that we can often understand the influence of God in our own lives, better, when we look back?  
From the vantage point of today, we can look back at yesterday and see the places where God has touched our lives to 
bring us to where we are.  I know I can look back at particular experiences, even challenging ones, and say, “Wow—
God’s fingerprints were all over that.” 
 
And knowing that, of course, can make us wonder—what is happening, today, that will shape our tomorrow?  Are the 
answers right in front of us—if only we could read them?  Or is it a mystery only meant to be unwrapped when the time is 
right?  More than likely, it is a combination of the two. 
 
Advent is a time of watchful waiting and anticipation.  As we watch and wait for Christmas, we are also watching and 
waiting to see what the future has in store for us.  In this holiday season, it is my prayer and  hope that whatever the fu-
ture has in store for you, it will be joyful and exciting.  This is an exciting time to be a part of the Salem UMC family, and I 
believe the new year will be one of new visions and ever-expanding love for our neighbors, our community, and the 
world…and I cannot think of any church that is better-equipped, spiritually, for this future. 
 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 
 
Pastor Keith 

 
 



 

 

 

Men’s Breakfast  

December 9th 

 

The Men in our Congregation are invited to a Men’s 
Breakfast on Sunday, December 9th at 8:00 am in 
the downstairs fellowship Hall. Join us and start your 
morning with some good food and fellowship.    
Questions?  Contact Tom Reilly, Ken Bevry, Corbin 
Bevry or Rick Carlberg.  

Courage to Cope (C2C)    

Courage to Cope provides help and support for 
families of those who are struggling with mental 
health disorders.   C2C Group meetings are open to 
the public and are held here at Salem from 6:00-
7:00 pm on the third Wednesday of the month. This 
month’s meeting is on December 19th.  If you are 
interested, please join us—or if you know someone 
who is caring for a family member or loved one who 
is struggling with a mental health disorder, please 
pass the word on to them.   

Join us for “Messy Church”. There 
will be games, music, crafts, a Bible 
Story and a meal. This month’s theme 
is: ”Luke 17, Jesus heals the ten Lep-

ers. A Story of Thankfulness.” The next date is Sun-
day, December 30th, 4-6 pm at  Trevor-Wilmot 
Grade School on Hwy C in Trevor. All ages are wel-
come! For more information: westoshamessy-
church@gmail.com or 262/945-9731. 

Prayer Corner 

During the month of  November we  
have been praying for: 
 
Ashley 
Betty Jones 
Bill Elyea 
Dana & Steve 
Rennae Talbert 
Tom Reilly 
Family of Clarene Norton 
Family of George Goilsteis 
Family of Madeline Kim 
Family of Sue McCormick 
Family of Robert Tipsword 
Mike & Constance Robinson 
People from Pittsburgh & the Tree of Life Syna-
gogue 
Three Girl Scouts & one of their mothers from Chip-
pewa Falls 
Victims & families of Thousand Oaks shooting 
Victims & families of California wildfires 
 

Celebrating a December birthday: 

 2 -  Jenna Egeland                                                                                                                                                                   

 7 - Kathy Eckberg                                                                                                                                                                     

 9 - Anna Bixler                                                                                                                                                 

 10 - Sippie Miller, Eden Kirsch                                                                                                                                             

 20 - Michael Rosin                                                                                                                                                                             

 26 - Mindy Smouse                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 31 - Andrew Hewitt                                                                                                                                                                   

If your birthday or wedding anniversary is missing, it 
means we don’t have your information in our mem-
bership program.  Please contact Rose Knigge at 
843-2525 or salemumc@wi.rr.com to have your 
dates added to this list. 

 

Liturgists for December: 

 

 Dec. 9: Gloria Gill 

 Dec. 16: Sunday School Presentation 

 Dec. 23: Annette Meints 

 Dec. 30: Dylan Hartnek 

            Coats for Kids 

The Sharing Center has asked if 
we could provide winter coats for 
nine of their young clients. We are 
please to share that our Salem 

family has already purchased the nine coats! 

Thank you for your generosity. 

The Church Office will be closed: 

Christmas Eve, Monday, December 

24th and Christmas Day, Tuesday, 

December 25th. 



 

 

Shalom Center Soup Kitchen 

Salem UMC had the privilege of serv-
ing at the Shalom Center Soup Kitchen 
on Thursday, November 29th.   Salem 
volunteers  made four large pots of 

chili!. In addition, we made enough sandwiches for 
everyone to take home after dinner and served a 
hot meal provided by the Shalom Center. 

Thank you to those who served this month! 

 Our next serving date is Thursday, January 31th. 

Make an “Impact on Your Community,”  and help 
with preparing the food or serving. Watch for a 
signup sheet in January.  

Feed My Starving Children  

 
 I have set up our third FMSC for the year.  Our goal 
was three a year, but got a little off sched-
ule!  There's still time for a last one in December, 
though:  Weds, Dec 26 from 12-2 pm.   I have 
booked 30 spots and will get more if needed.  I am 
inviting boy scouts again as well.  The address and 
info are below.  The link is https://www.fmsc.org/join
-group?joincode=PDYDNX  and the join code 
is PDYDNX.   

Thanks! 

Gretchen Verhaalen    

Music Ministry  

Want to share your musical talents? 

 

We have three choirs waiting for you to join!  

-  Praise Power meets Wednesdays at 6:30 pm 

-  Chancel Choir meets Wednesdays at 7:30 pm 

-  Hand Bell Choir meets Thursdays at 7:00 pm  

You are invited to join one, two or all three! 

Noisy Offering  
On the second Sunday of the month, our kids take a 
Noisy Offering. Collecting coins for that month’s 
Pennies for Mission designation. This month’s Noisy 
Offering will be on Sunday, December 9th. The 
money collected  will  go to Goodfellows – Kenosha 
Christmas Charities. 

November pennies totaled $60.39 and were do-
nated to Women and Children’s Horizons. 

The Sharing Center Food Pantry 

 

The Sharing Center is western Kenosha County’s 
Resource Center and Food Pantry located in 
Trevor, Wisconsin. The mission of the Sharing Cen-
ter is to provide basic needs and empower people in 
their transition to independence. Providing a helping
-hand to those living in our community by providing 
an emergency food pantry, hygiene supplies, cloth-
ing, household items, winter outerwear, school sup-
plies, employment resources, and so much more!  

We challenge our Salem family to help make an im-
pact by donating a canned good or non-perishable 
item each week through the end of December. Look 
for our “can goods & non-perishable” wooden bin at 
church. 

Youth Winter Retreat  

  The youth winter retreat is scheduled for Jan 11-
13, 2019. Youth in High school will be supervised by 
the WI Conference Camp staff and Middle School 
Youth will need to come with a chaperone.  The cost 
is $100 for youth and $40 for Chaperones. 

  At this point I am planning on going, especially if 
we have youth from FUMC.  Heather from Wesley 
UMC, Pastor Justin and I have not discussed the 
retreat or travel arrangements yet as I have just 
learned the dates and passed them along to them 
as well. 

  As I get more information about plans for Kenosha 
youth attending and travel plans I will share. 

- Pamela Garside-Myers 

The “Messenger” Deadline is always the 15th of 
the month. Please have all articles to the church 
office or send by email to salemumc@wi.rr.com. 
The deadline for the January newsletter will be Sat-
urday, December. 15th  

The Salem UMC All Committee Meetings will be every other month. The next meeting is scheduled for 

Sunday, January 21st, with all committees meeting at 6:30 pm followed by Church Council at 7:00 pm. 

Sunday School for All Ages 

You are invited to join us on Sunday 
mornings at 10:45 am.   All ages are 
invited to join in…see you there!! 

https://www.fmsc.org/join-group?joincode=PDYDNX
https://www.fmsc.org/join-group?joincode=PDYDNX


 

 

Impact Community 

8,000 Hour Challenge 

The challenge is to do 8,000 hours of 
community service by the end of 2018.  Be sure to 
fill out your Impact Community slip and drop it in the 
collection plate or return to the church office. We are 
edging toward our 4,000 hour mark. As of Decem-
ber 2nd, we have completed 4,168 hours of commu-
nity service!  

Please Pray for the Following South East  

District Churches and Clergy:  

 

Dec. 3 – Dec. 9, Janesville: Asbury, their pastor, Will 
Jewson and their 188 members. 

Dec. 10 – Dec. 16, Janesville: Cargill, their pastors 
Susan Lockman and Seongmin Kim, and their 894 
members. 

Dec. 17 – Dec. 23, Janesville: Mt. Zion – Janesville: 
Hispanic Ministry, their pastor Carlos Careaga, and 
their 59 members.  

Dec. 24 – Dec. 30, Jefferson: Immanuel, their pastor 
Kellen Roggenbuck, and their 71 members. 

Dec. 31 – Jan. 6, Kenosha: First, their pastors Susan 
Patterson-Sumwalt and Justin Lowe, and their 460 
members. 

Westosha Community 
Senior Fellowship Time 

 Wednesday, December 5TH 10:00 am 

 The program is “Angel’s Blanket for Children” pre-
sented by Glenna Kisner.  Location is Wilmot United 
Methodist Church Fellowship Hall; 11425 Fox River 
Road, Wilmot, Wisconsin.  

 

Celebrating a December birthday: 

 2 -  Jenna Egeland                                                                                                                                                                   

 7 - Kathy Eckberg                                                                                                                                                                     

 9 - Anna Bixler                                                                                                                                                 

 10 - Sippie Miller, Eden Kirsch                                                                                                                                             

 20 - Michael Rosin                                                                                                                                                                             

 26 - Mindy Smouse                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 31 - Andrew Hewitt                                                                                                                                                                   

If your birthday or wedding anniversary is missing, it 
means we don’t have your information in our mem-
bership program.  Please contact Rose Knigge at 
843-2525 or salemumc@wi.rr.com to have your 
dates added to this list. 

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 

Poinsettias are to be used to decorate the sanctuary for Christmas (you may take your 

plant(s) home following the Christmas Eve Service).  To order your Christmas Poinset-

tias, please fill out this form and include information for memorials or honorariums.  Cost 

is $12.00 per plant, to be prepaid at time of order.  Make checks payable to Salem 

United Methodist Church and indicate it is for poinsettias. Orders must be returned to the church office by 

Sunday, December 9th. 

NAME______________________________________________________ 

RED_____________     WHITE __________ 

TOTAL NUMBER OF PLANTS ORDERED___________ 

IN MEMORY OF ____________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

IN HONOR OF_____________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 



 

 

2018 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

        1 

2 

Worship:  

9:30 am 

Sunday School: 

10:45 am  

3  

 

4 

Boy Scouts: 

7 pm   

5 

Loved Ones 

Group: 12 pm 

Hope Council: 

1:30 - 4 pm 

AA:  6-8 pm  

Praise Power: 

6:30 pm  

Choir: 7:30 pm  

6 

Hand Bells: 

7 pm 

7 

Big Book (AA): 

8 pm 

8 

9 

Men’s Breakfast: 

8 am 

Worship: 

9:30 am 

Sunday School: 

10:45 am 

10 

4-H: 6:30 pm  

 

11 

Boy Scouts: 

7 pm 

12 

Loved Ones 

Group: 12 pm 

Hope Council: 

1:30  - 4 pm 

AA: 6-8 pm 

Praise Power: 

6:30 pm 

Choir: 7:30 pm 

13 

Hand Bells:  

7 pm 

 

14  

Big Book (AA): 

8 pm 

15  

Messenger 

Deadline 

16 

Worship: 

9:30 am 

Sunday School: 

10:45 am 

 

17 18 

Boy Scouts: 

7 pm 

19  

Loved Ones 

Group: 12pm 

Hope Council: 

1:30 - 4 pm 

AA: 6-8 pm 

C2C: 6 pm 

Praise Power: 

6:30 pm 

Choir: 7:30 pm  

20  

Hand Bells:  

7 pm 

21 

Big Book (AA): 

8pm 

22 

23  

Worship: 

9:30 am 

Sunday School: 

10:45 am  

24 

Christmas Eve 

Service: 7 pm 

25 

    

26 

Loved Ones 

Group: 12pm 

Hope Council: 

1:30  - 4 pm 

AA: 6-8 pm 

Praise Power: 

6:30 pm 

Choir: 7:30 pm 

27 

Hand Bells: 

7 pm 

28 

Big Book (AA): 

8pm 

29 

30 

Worship: 

9:30 am 

Sunday School: 

10:45 am 

31      

https://www.churchart.com/subscriber/viewimages?topic_id=728&image_type=cl%2cph%2cpp%2cbc%2cca%2cch&page=5&ipp=12


 

 

 

SCRIP 

When you purchase a SCRIP card for your purchases a percentage of the card will benefit the church.  See 
Mindy Smouse after church or contact her at 857-2066 or e-mail msgmgs@gmail.com.  The following 

SCRIP gift cards are on hand at church and available for your immediate purchase: Amazon - Applebee’s - 
Arby’s Bath & Body Works - BP - Bristol 45 Diner -  Buffalo Wild Wings Burger King - Cabela’s - Cheddar’s 
-Chili’s Chipotle - Tinseltown -Cinemark-  Cousin’s Subs Cracker Barrel  - Culvers - Dunkin Donuts- Festi-
val Foods Gordon Food Service - IHOP -  JC Penney - Joanne Fabrics - Kohl’s - Kwik Trip -  Little Caesars   
Lowes - Marathon - Meijer - Menard’s – Mobile - Noodle & Company  - Old Navy  Olive Garden - Panera  
Papa Murphy’s - Pizza Hut – Red Lobster - Red Robin - Shell - Starbucks - Subway- Taco Bell  -Target 

Texas Road House- TJ Max- Walgreens - Wal-Mart – Wendy’s -Woodmans                                                                                                                                                                  
Total for 2018: $ 1,282.02 

 

 

Keith Hewitt, Pastor 

Telephone: Church (262) 843-2525 

   Pastor’s cell: (262) 308-2437                                                                                                                                  

E-mail: salemumc@wi.rr.com 

pastorkhewitt@gmail.com 

jsmith.sumc@wi.rr.com    

Website:  salemflamesofgrace.com 

Office Hours: 9:00 am —12:00 pm  Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday    

                       Pastor’s Office Hours:  9:00 am —12:00 pm Wednesday 

Worship @ 9:30 am   

Sunday School @ 10:45 am (Sept.—May) 

Salem UMC’s Website 

Have you visited our SUMC website, Salemflamesofgrace.com? It is packed with in-
formation and awaiting your input! This is YOUR website. Visit often and let us know 
what you think. If you have information you'd like to see posted on the site such as 
committee updates and events, pictures of church events, or for your comments or 
corrections, please let Sandy Kay Jacoby know at skjacoby6@gmail.com or Joanna 
Carlberg at jcarlberg@wi.rr.com.  

Pennies for Mission   

Pennies for Mission is our ongoing project where all of the coins in the collection plate 
each month are given to a special mission.  Since 1989 we have sent over $36,000 to 
special missions.  We are now “traveling” toward our 41st mile. In November, we collected 
$ 60.39, which were donated to the Women’s and Children’s Horizon.  December pennies 
will be donated to Goodfellows—Kenosha Christmas Charities, Inc. 


