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Christmas Services
A Candlelight Christmas Eve Service “Ghosts of Christmas Eve" will be held on Saturday, December 24th at 7:00 p.m.
And join us for worship at 9:30 a.m. on Christmas Day, Sunday, December 25th at 9:30
a.m.

Sunday School Christmas Program
Our Sunday School Christmas Program “Ewen’s Clues,
A Christmas Story” will be held on Sunday, December
18 during worship at 9:30 a.m. Part of the Sunday
School class time through December 11th will be spent
in practicing for the Christmas program so classes will go until 12:15
p.m. on those days. Dress rehearsals will be held on Saturday, December 10th and Saturday, December 17 (tentatively from 10:00
a.m. – noon)

The Sharing Tree
Our Sharing Tree provides gifts for local children (watch for
an announcement concerning senior residents) Children’s
gifts should be returned unwrapped but a donation of gift
bags or wrapping paper and tape for the gift would be appreciated. All gifts need to be returned to the church by
Sunday, December 11. Take an ornament or ornaments
from the tree, (very important) sign your name next to the corresponding number (found on the front of the ornament) on the clipboard found
by the tree (this is our way of identifying who has each ornament). Be
sure to attach your ornament or ornament number to each item so we
know who the gift is intended for. Help us show the spirit of love and
caring to those in need by taking part in our “Sharing Tree”.

Here’s a philosophical question for you: if your child were the son of God, would you
let him know? When would you tell him? Would it be part of the dinner table conversation, growing up, or would it be one of those, “now that you’re grown up” conversations that we have with our children when they’ve reached the brink of adulthood—
perhaps taking him aside after his bar mitzvah and saying, “You know, that ‘today I
am a man thing—it’s more complicated than that.’”
It may seem like a frivolous question, but I ask it to illustrate a point we sometimes
forget: besides being God’s son, Jesus was a human being. So were his parents,
the shepherds, the magi, and everyone else involved in the Nativity story we have grown to cherish
as Christians. Mary and Joseph undoubtedly spent a few sleepless nights with sick children, sat at
the kitchen table figuring out the family budget, and had pointed discussions about who never listened while the other one was talking; the shepherds lived hard lives in isolation, comforting themselves by reminding each other that David had been a shepherd; and the magi—more accustomed
to scholarly pursuits than epic journeys—may have paid the price for their quest in saddle sores and
aching backs.
They all were human.
We just have very little of that humanity to grasp onto, when we look at the Nativity accounts. The
Nativity occurred in a culture that is foreign to us, in a time that is remote from us, and yet is so immensely important that we celebrate and revere it. But distance has a cost. We sometimes populate it with participants that are about as lifelike as cardboard cutouts, there to fill out the scene, or
larger-than-life, toweringly heroic figures with all the humanity of an animatronic Nativity scene.
And I think that takes away some of the wonder of Christmas.
Towering, heroic figures struggling with cosmically important events is one thing; regular people
struggling with those same cosmos-shaking circumstances is something else, entirely. In a very real
sense, they were making it up as they went along, because nobody else had ever had to deal with
the same problems. They didn’t have a Gospel they could refer to, to reassure themselves that everything was going to turn out fine. Participants in the Nativity story were—for the most part—people
of no social consequence, caught up in events beyond their control, doing the best they could to do
the right thing, with only their faith to comfort them.
And yet, look what happened…
The Christmas story is celebrated because it tells us about the birth of a child who would one day
grow up to be our savior. This season, let us also celebrate it as a story of real people, just like us,
who acted out of faith—a faith that was stronger than their uncertainty, more powerful than their fear.
Wishing you Advent blessings, and a merry Christmas,
Pastor Keith

Annual Church Conference
A Joint Circuit 14 Annual Church Conference will be held at Salem UMC on Sunday,
December 11th at 1:30 p.m. Each congregation in the circuit (Bristol, Wesley Chapel,
Wilmot, Pleasant Prairie and Salem) will be hearing reports for their individual
churches and each congregation will vote individually on items concerning their respective churches. Plan to join us on the 11th for a time of decision making & worship.

Shalom Center Soup Kitchen
Salem UMC has the privilege of serving at the Shalom Center Soup Kitchen on Thursday, December 29th . We make soup, enough sandwiches for everyone to take home
after dinner and serve a hot meal provided by the Shalom Center to as many as 125 people or even more sometimes. The whole process takes about 2 1/2 hours sometime between 2:00 and 5:30
p.m. (depending on which you choose - soup or sandwiches or serving). There is no cleanup. The center handles that. That is a very tiny gift of your time to provide so much for so many. We also donate money to the
Soup Kitchen for milk – just mark your contribution “MILK” and drop it in the collection plate. If you would like
to help make an “Impact on Your Community” on December 29th sign up on the sheet found on the information board in the fellowship area – or call the church office at 843-2525 to get your name on the list.

Welcome New Members
On Sunday, November 13 we welcomed six new members to the Salem UMC family. A warm welcome
to Hazel Crowder, Holly Greenhill,
Melanie Hartnek, Jerry Meints, Kyle
Miskovic, Dorothy Moffat.

Men’s Breakfast on
December 18
The Men in our Congregation are Invited to a Men’s Breakfast on Sunday, December 18th at 8:00 a.m. in the downstairs fellowship Hall. Come and start your morning with some good food and fellowship. Questions? Contact Tom Reilly, Ken Bevry, Corbin

Westosha Community
Senior Fellowship Time

Girl’s Night Out
You are invited to an evening of fun
and food - join us on Friday, December 16th. We will meet at the church
at 4:50 p.m. and carpool to the Home Again restaurant in Camp Lake for dinner. Following dinner it’s
on to the Rhode Opera House for the 7:30 p.m.
performance of “A Seussified Christmas Carol”.
Tickets for the play are $12 – tickets are being ordered in advance so if you are planning on attending you will need to contact Rose Knigge
(rose_knigge@yahoo.com or phone 262-843-4197)
or Cathy Reilly (cathyreilly8@hotmail.com or phone
262-843-3823) by Sunday, November 27th.

Invitation to Join Our Music Ministry
All are welcome to join our choirs…Wednesday
nights Praise Power practices at 6:30 p.m. and
Chancel Choir practices at 7:30 p.m.
Hand
Bells practice on Thursday nights at 6:30 p.m.
You are invited to join one, two or all three!

Wednesday, December 7th at 10:00 a.m.
A Program on “Christmas Craft”
by Glenna Kisner
Free Bingo and prizes.
Located at Wilmot United Methodist Church fellowship hall
(11425 Fox River Road)

Looking Ahead to Christmas Eve ……...
It's not too early to start thinking about Christmas!
This year's Christmas Eve service will be set
around the theme "Ghosts of Christmas Eve,"
and there will be several short reading parts
available for those who would like to participate in
the service. If you're interested in volunteering,
please let Pastor Keith or the church office know.

Confirmation Schedule
Confirmation is scheduled to run from 12:00
until approximately 1:30
Dec. 18:Life of Christ – Pastor Yul Kwon (Bristol)
Jan. 15: History of Christianity – Pastor Keith
(Salem)

The Salem UMC All Committee Meeting night will
be held on Sunday, December 18th with All Committees meeting at 6:00 p.m. followed by Church
Council at 6:30 p.m.

Liturgists for December

Mar. 19: History of Methodist Church – Pastor
Anita Lang (Pleasant Prairie)

December 4: Jenny Cook
December 11: Megan & Holly
Greenhill
December 18: Kim Ouwerkerk
December 25: Cameron Hewitt

Apr. 23: Structure/Polity of Methodist Church –
(Bristol) Gale Burgess

Contact Joanna Carlberg if you would like to read
the scriptures on Sunday morning.

Feb. 19: Trinity 1 – Pastor Pamela Garside-Meyers
(Wesley Chapel)

May 21: Spiritual Gifts – Pastor Anita Lang
(Pleasant Prairie)
June: No Confirmation Meeting
July 16: Trinity 2 – Pastor Pamela Garside-Meyers
(Wesley Chapel)
Aug. 20: Sacraments and Worship – Pastor Judy
Wang (Wilmot)
September: Confirmation

Impact Community 8,000 Hour Challenge
The challenge is to do 8,000 hours of community
service by the end of the year. Fill out your Impact
Community slips and drop it in the collection plate
or return to the church office. As of 11/27/16 we
have totaled 5,396 3/4 hours of service to our community. Last month - can we reach our goal by the
end of the year??? It’s up to you!

Noisy Offering
On the second Sunday of the month our
kids take a Noisy Offering, collecting
coins for that month’s Pennies for Mission
designation. This month’s Noisy Offering
will be on Sunday, December 11th. The money
collected will to go to The Shalom Center.

The “Messenger” Deadline is always the 15th
of the month—please have all articles to the
church office or send by email to
jsmith.sumc@wi.rr.com The deadline for the
January newsletter will be on Thursday, December 15.

Prayer Corner
Local Church Events
Cookie Walk
Saturday, December 3rd 9:00-11:00 a.m.
Cookies sold per pound, You pick & pack
Wesley UMC 4600 60th Street, Kenosha
Christmas Coffee House
Silent Auction & Bake Sale
Saturday, December 10th – doors open at 6:00 p.m.
Free admittance Free coffee/beverage/popcorn/hot
dogs This is a very family friendly event, everyone
welcome! Music provided by local talent and proceeds will be used for special local projects

During the month of November we have been praying for:
Janis Marks
Willy
Virgil
Chris
Jackie Albert
Robert Planka
John Kessler
Brett Knabel
Robert Schultz, Jr.
Linda Saffel
Karin (Roberts) Kirsch
Cindy Buckett & family
Mallory Iverson
Those who are traveling
Mary Lu Palmer
Grant Severance

Youth News
Sunday, December 4th Pizza and a Movie from 5:00
-7:00 p.m. Hosted at Kenosha Wesley UMC (4600
60th Street, Kenosha) “The Nativity Story” follows
Mary and Joseph’s journey to Bethlehem and the
birth of Jesus
Tuesday, December 27th for all youth 6th – 12th
grade – Trackside Skate in Burlington from 6:00-8:00
p.m. cost: $1 plus optional spending money. All
youth attending must have a completed 2016-17 field
trip permission form on file with Living Waters/Pastor
Pamela. Forms can be found on your church’s youth
bulletin board. Meet at Salem UMC at 5:30 p.m. if
you need a ride. RSVP: to pgarside@wi.rr.com or
text 262-496-2292 by Dec. 26th. Indicate whether
you child needs a ride or if you will meet us at Trackside. Additionally, let Pastor Pamela know if you will
drive and/or can help chaperone if needed. All chaperones must complete a background check and be
compliant with Safe Sanctuary policies.
December 30- January 1 Youth Winter Retreat at
Camp Lucerne. “Dream God’s Dream” speaker and
worship leader Bryan Sirchio. $130 – youth and $40
chaperones. Retreat filled quickly last year so RSVP
– ASP or register online at http://
www.wiumcamps.org/retrats. Please let pastor Pamela know if your youth would like to attend but if the
current cost is prohibitive. We do not want the cost
to prevent any youth from attending this faith forming
opportunity.
June 11-17, 2017
Appalachian Service project
(youth 14 years and up entering High School fall of
2017)
For information contact Pastor Pamela at pgarside@wi.rr.com, 262-764-1538 or text 262-496-2292.

In observance of the Christmas holiday the
church office will be closed on Monday. December.26th .

Making a Holy Mess
Beginning in February 2017,
the churches of Circuit 14, and
Living Waters, are going to
launch a new ministry and outreach into the community. Called “Messy Church,” after an exciting
new movement that began in England in 2004,
the ministry is cross-generational and aimed at
connecting with those in the area who are not
otherwise engaged in church—families, singles,
couples…anyone is welcome to attend and become part of this messy new phenomenon.
Held monthly, Messy Church will be an opportunity for people to gather and enjoy fellowship as
they do crafts, play games, and enjoy a communal meal—all in celebration of a simple Gospel
message. This is done to help people connect
with each other, and to explore and grow their
faith through nontraditional means. It is not primarily a tool to grow any individual church—but
as people learn to engage their faith, they do become part of the overall body of Christ, which is
the aim of the ministry.
We are looking for volunteers to help launch and
maintain this ministry: people who will agree to
help serve at some of the monthly meetings, and
people who will attend and participate in meetings, to help make other attendees feel welcome
when they come. If you are interested in participating, please contact Rachel Hewitt at (262) 945
-9731, or queenrachel58@gmail.com

Salem UMC’s Website
Have you visited our SUMC website, Salemflamesofgrace.com? It is packed with information and awaiting your input! This is YOUR website. Visit often and let us know what you think. If
you have information you'd like to see posted on
the site such as committee updates and events, pictures of
church events, or for your
comments or corrections,
please let Sandy Kay Jacoby
know at skjacoby6@gmail.com
or Joanna Carlberg at jcarlberg@wi.rr.com.

December Birthdays and
Anniversaries

Let’s Celebrate Alexis Hermes Master’s Degree in Occupational Therapy

(If yours is missing it means we don’t
have your birthday/anniversary information in our membership program. Contact Jane
Smith at 843-2525 or jsmith.sumc@wi.rr.com to get
added to the list)

Please Join the Hermes family of Monday, January 2, 2017 at their home (23201 111th Place,
Trevor) from 3-6 p.m. They would love to see
their church family! All are welcome!

Celebrating a Birthday
2 – Jenna Egeland
9 – Anna Bixler
20 – Michael Rosin
29 – Doris Raditz

Please Pray for the Following South East
District Churches and Clergy:

7- Kathy Eckberg
10 – Sippie Miller
26 – Mindy Smouse
31 – Andrew Hewitt

Wisconsin Singers are coming !!!---Mark your calendar Friday, February 17, 2017 Central
High school- 7:00pm. When you buy tickets for the
show you are
supporting local talent
(drummer Hunter Hermes) and your ticket purchases
are a tax donation/write off. This is a family friendly
show. They play over 85 song medleys! The action
on the stage never stops. Be prepared for a fast pace
and electrifying performance! Very captivating program! If you or your family are interested in attending
please see Scott or Tami Hermes for tickets You will
not be disappointed. Hermes family are hosting a
pizza buffet reception after the show at Good Fella's
12015 Antioch Rd Trevor WI . All are welcome.

Nov. 28 – Dec. 4: Salem: their pastor Keith Hewitt, and their 109 members, Salem is located at
25130 85th St. Salem, WI 53168.
Dec. 5 – 11: Siloam: their pastor Duane
Goetsch, and their 17 members, Siloam is located at W104 County Rd Cl, Palmyra, WI
53156.
Dec. 12 – 18: South Milwaukee: their pastor
Harsha Kotian, and their 198 members, South
Milwaukee is located at 1327 Marshall Ave.
South Milwaukee, WI 53172.
Dec. 19 – 25: Spring Prairie: their pastor Joseph
Reynders, and their 20 members, Spring prairie
is located at 2154 Hwy 11, Elkhorn WI 53121.
Dec. 26 – Jan. 1: Sussex: their pastor James
Altman, and their 152 members, Sussex is located at N63 W23523 Main St., Sussex, WI
53089.

Thank you for your support
Tami and Scott

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS
To be used to decorate the sanctuary for Christmas (you may take your plant(s) home following the Christmas Eve Service). To order your Christmas Poinsettias, please fill out this form
and include information for memorials or honorariums. Cost is $12.00 per plant, to be prepaid at time of order. Make checks payable to Salem United Methodist Church and indicate it is for poinsettias. Orders must be returned to the church office by Sunday, December 4.
NAME______________________________________________________
RED_____________

WHITE __________

TOTAL NUMBER OF PLANTS ORDERED___________
IN MEMORY OF ____________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
IN HONOR OF_____________________________________________________________________

Dear Congregation of Salem United Methodist Church,
With the end of the year rapidly approaching, we must start preparing by helping our church become a stronger force and more prevalent presence for the members of the church and the surrounding community. The Ad Council has been looking forward and we would like your help to
make this goal a reality through the giving of your God-given gifts. We would like to collect pledges
for 2017 of service and financial support.
This year we are going to be visualizing the monetary pledges with a thermometer that will be displayed in the
Narthex through the end of December. We would like to raise the “temperature” of the church’s giving as the
temperature outside starts to decrease rapidly. A miniature version of the thermometer can be found below. It
shows typical church expenses that are needed to keep the church running. Our goal is to “raise the temperature” to $7,500 per month of pledged giving so that we can keep the church moving forward in our ministries.
If you have any questions or would like to make a pledge, feel free to contact anyone on the Finance Committee Listed Below.
Thank You,
Kathy Hufnagle, Chairperson
262-857-2066
Melanie Hartnek, Treasurer
262-878-4510
Marsha Isaacson, Financial Secretary
262-716-7924
Carley Bevry, Member
262-945-6582

I Want to Live, Give, & Love…..Beyond All Expectation
Salem United Methodist Church

With Gratitude to God for my many blessings…..I commit to:
__ Pray for the Church
__ Attend Worship
__ Give Financially
$_____ Weekly
$_____ Monthly
$_____ Other__________
__Participate In
__ Music Ministry
__ Women’s Group
__ Men’s Group
__ Young Adults
__ Monthly Mission/Service Outreach
__Ad Council Committee Member (SPRC, Memorials, Finance, Fund
Raising, Education, Lay Leadership)
__ Weekly Care of Church….5-10 minutes a week
__ Other ____________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
Name:
Phone:
Email:

2016
Sunday

Monday

4 Worship
@ 9:30 am
Sunday School
@ 10:45 am

5

11 Worship
@ 9:30 am
Sunday School
@ 10:45 am
Annual Church
Conference
@ 1:30 pm

12 4-H
@ 6:30 pm

18 Men’s Breakfast
@ 8 am
Worship/Chirstmas
Program
@ 9:30 am
Confirmation at
Bristol @ 12 noon
All Committees
@ 6pm,
Church Council
@ 6:30 pm

19

25 Christmas Day
Worship @ 9:30 am

26

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

1 Hand Bells
@ 7 p.m.

2 Al-Anon

Saturday
3

@ 7 pm
Big Book (AA)
@ 8 pm

6 Boy Scouts
@ 7 pm

7 AA: 6-8 pm
Praise Power
@ 6:30 pm
Choir
@ 7:30 pm

8 Hand Bells
@ 7 p.m.

9 Al-Anon

13 Boy Scouts
@ 7 pm

14 AA: 6-8 pm
Praise Power
@ 6:30 pm
Choir
@ 7:30 pm

15 Hand Bells
@ 7 p.m.
Messenger
Deadline

16 Girl’s
Night Out

20 Boy Scouts
@ 7 pm

21 AA: 6-8 pm
Praise Power
@ 6:30 pm
Choir
@ 7:30 pm

22 Hand Bells
@ 7 p.m.

23 Al-Anon
@ 7 pm
Big Book (AA)
@ 8pm

24 Christmas Eve
Service @ 7 pm

27 Boy Scouts
@ 7 pm

28 AA: 6-8 pm
Praise Power
@ 6:30 pm
Choir
@ 7:30 pm

29 Hand Bells
@ 7 p.m.

30Al-Anon

31

@ 7 pm
Big Book (AA)
@ 8 pm

Al-Anon
@ 7 pm
Big Book (AA)
@ 8pm

@ 7 pm
Big Book (AA)
@ 8pm

10 Sunday School
Dress Rehearsal
@ 10 am

17 Sunday School
Dress Rehearsal
@ 10 am

Pennies for Mission
Pennies for Mission is our ongoing project where all of the coins in the collection plate each
month are given to a special mission. Since 1989 we have sent over $34,000 to special missions. We are now “traveling” toward our 39th mile of pennies!
October Pennies: Women’s & Children’s Horizons ($ 52.45)
November Pennies: UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on Relief)
December Pennies: The Shalom Center

SCRIP - When you buy you donate to the Church’s Ministries
Buy your SCRIP cards to use for your every day purchases for food, gas, drugstore items , etc. - when you
use a SCRIP card for your purchases a percentage of the card will benefit the church. See Mindy Smouse
after church or contact her at 857-2066 or e-mail msgmgs@gmail.com. The following SCRIP gift cards are
on hand at church and available for your immediate purchase: BP Shell - Speedway – Marathon- Kwik
Trip -Starbucks- Burger King- Chili’s- Cousin’s Subs- Culvers- Panera Chipotle- Cracker Barrel- Red
Robin- Subway- IHOP- Taco Bell Texas Road House- Dunkin Donuts- Noodle & Company Pizza
Hut -Bristol 45 Diner - Olive Garden – Buffalo Wild Wings Lakeside Sentry- Meijer- Gordon Food Service – Woodmans Kohl’s- Target Menard’s- JC Penney- Walmart – Walgreens - Bath & Body WorksTinseltown Cinemark
Total for 2016: $1,399.83

Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT)
EFT allows you to keep making contributions even when you are not able to attend a Sunday service. You can designate how your funds are allocated within the church’s books
(for General and/or Capital funds). There are no bank fees for you to pay and there is
complete accountability of your giving. EFT is “green”… you do not write a check, but instead electronically transfer monies into the church bank account. Please consider signing up for this service. Forms for signing up for EFT can be found on the table in the entry
area.

Keith Hewitt , Pastor
Telephone: Church (262) 843-2525
Pastor’s cell: (262) 308-2437
E-mail: salemumc@wi.rr.com pastorkhewitt@gmail.com
jsmith.sumc@wi.rr.com
Website: salemflamesofgrace.com
Office Hours: 9:00 a.m.—12: 00 noon Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday
Pastor’s Office Hours: 9:00 a.m.—12:00 noon Wednesday
Worship @ 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School @ 10:45 a.m. (Sept.—May)

