
 

 

Salem United Methodist Church 25130 85TH ST. SALEM, WI   

53168    Phone-  262-843-2525       

E-mail– salemumc@wi.rr.com                                                                                                                   

jsmith.sumc@wi.rr.com 

Clair.813.813@gmail.com  

Website: salemflamesofgrace.com 

MESSENGER   

Connecting Salem UMC since 1949 

 

 

Directory Listing                                                

Office: (262)843-2525                                             

Office Hours: Mon, Wed, Thurs, 

Fri  9 am-noon                                

Clarissa Martinelli, Pastor                    

cmartinell.sumc@wi.rr.com      

clair.813.813@gmailcom                        

847-721-1826                                                                  

Jane Smith, Church Secretary                 

jsmith.sumc@wi.rr.com                                   

Stan Bochat,  Music Accompanist                           

mrbochat@gmail.com                                                      

Kyle Miskovic, Choir Director             

kmiskovic@carthage.edu                             

Rick Carlberg, Lay Leader                    

rcarlberg@wi.rr.com                                            

Marci Schultz, Church Council Chair    

tinymind2002@yahoo.com                    

Connie Bevry, Education Co-Chair         

ckbevry@gmail.com                                                          

Annette Meints, Staff Parish Chair     

ameints@wi.rr.com                                      

Ken Bevry, Trustee Chair     

ckbevry@gmail.com                                                                                                             

Amber Hansen, Memorial Chairperson  

rn.in.progress@gmail.com                                        

Kathy Hufnagle, Finance Chairperson    

agape118@sbcglobal.net                     

Marsha Isaacson,  Financial Secretary  

misaacson488@gmail.com                                                                                                                       

Melanie Hartnek, Treasurer                    

treasurer.sumc@wi.twcbc.com                                                                                                    

  

  

May 2016   

 

“Awards and Float Party” 

On Sunday, May 22nd, following worship, you are 
invited to  an “Awards and Float Party” in the down-
stairs fellowship hall.  We will be recognizing and 
awarding Study Group participants as well as Sun-
day School students and enjoying root beer and 
orange floats served by the Education Committee.. 

Dorothy Heiss Retiring from                   

Volunteer Duties     

We thank you Dorothy for your many years of 
service at Salem UMC.  The Salem UMC family 
has stepped up to take over your duties and as 

you can see – it’s taken several people to fill your shoes!  Grace Merrill 
(with back up from Ruth Perry) will be doing the attendance pads, pews 
& coffee each week.  Marci Schultz will take care of delivering dona-
tions to the food pantry at Shalom Center.  Hazel Crowder & Debbie 
Gilliam will be taking charge of  making soup and directing volunteers at 
the Shalom Center Soup Kitchen on fifth Thursdays beginning Septem-
ber 29th . The Hermes family, along with Scott’s softball team, have 
volunteered to take care of our next time to serve on June 30.  (Since 
Dorothy is no longer driving we are looking for people who can give her 
a ride to church so she can be with us in worship each week. If you can 
give Dorothy a ride contact her at 262-843-3708 or neverno-
mad@aol.com )  

 



 

 

SPIRITUAL GARDENING 

 

Spring is in the air and I hope each of you is enjoying the warmer days and 

gentle breezes. Along with spring comes the beloved gardening season that 

fills our spring days with weeding, planting, watering, and more! 

The season begins by carefully choosing flowers and plants that will guaran-

tee a successful garden – annuals that will be replaced each season and peren-

nials that can be looked forward to returning year after year with hope and 

anticipation! 

As novice gardeners, we only control a part of the process. We can prepare the soil, use healthy plants that 

are well adapted to local climate conditions and provide care to nurture the flowers and plants toward 

growth. But with all good intentions, we cannot make a plant grow. Even knowing the risks for each 

flower and plant, each spring we still commit to gardening and during the harvest season we are rewarded 

with yummy mouth-watering fruits and vegetables and beautiful majestic flowers. We are diligent in the 

aspects of gardening that we can control and ever hopeful and prayerful for the parts out of our control. 

Analogies of gardening are a very clear picture of how Christians grow in Christ. Jesus loved using nature 

and gardening illustrations in His parables. One metaphor Jesus used that is familiar is found in the 

Gospel of Mark, right after the more familiar parable of the sower in Mark 4:1-20, there is a short parable 

about seeds: 

Then Jesus said, “God’s kingdom is like seed thrown on a field by a man who then goes to bed and forgets 

about it. The seed sprouts and grows—he has no idea how it happens. The earth does it all without his help: 

first a green stem of grass, then a bud, then the ripened grain. When the grain is fully formed, he reaps—

harvest time!” (Mark 4:26-29 – The Message) 

The Kingdom of God is all about growth—lavish, abundant, unexpected growth. We have little control over 

the growth, but we are tasked with sowing seeds generously  

 

If you follow the instructions on a packet of seeds, you might carefully and judiciously dole out the seeds 

in a row. The implication from the parables is that we are to scatter spiritual seeds with uninhibitedness—

expecting that we will be surprised with the increase.  

 

Paul’s letter to the Corinthians reminds us of how little control we have over the outcome of our sowing: “I 

planted the seed in your hearts, and Apollos watered it, but it was God who made it 

grow.”                          (1 Corinthians 3:6 NLT) 

I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you,  

you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.” (John 15: 5, NIV) 



 

 

The Vine cont. 

For Christians, our “soil,” our foundation, is Christ. Christ nurtures us and supports us. He gives us a 

place to extend our roots in safety and provides every possible nutrient we would ever need: Peace, Love, En-

couragement and Wisdom and His supplies are unlimited. 

Spiritual gardening necessity? Sunlight. “Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my 

path.” (Psalm 119:105 NLV) 

The Bible is our sunlight. Plants grow towards the light. They long for the warmth and strength that only 

sunlight can give. As children of God, we should also lean towards the light, His Word, for guidance, and 

strength. It can give us warmth and comfort in times of struggle, and lead us on the clear path in times of 

doubt. The Bible is a source of many things we need in our Christian life. 

Last but not least, flowers and plants need water to sustain them. This much needed water for spiritual 

gardening is fellowship with fellow believers! God didn’t intend for us to grow alone, but to be there to en-

courage each other in Christ. 

Fellow believers are meant to come together - loving one another, caring for one another, and supporting 

each other as each of us grow. Fellowship is refreshing to our soul and helps us perk up on a particularly 

draining day or quench a spiritual thirst while being a vessel that delivers vital nutrients we need to grow. 

Don’t Forget the Weeds! Weeds can sprout up in our gardens, both in real life and in our spiritual life. 

Some weeds are easy to spot, evilness, while other weeds, like feelings of bitterness, anger or resentment, 

can be hard to keep away. Weeds choke, creating an atmosphere where growth can be impossible and works 

in our lives much the same way. Weeds distract us from Christ, drains us of our vital nutrients, and can 

crush smaller, weaker plants. 

We are called to be spiritual gardeners - strengthen ourselves with good soil (Christ), sunlight (His Holy 

Word), and refreshing water (fellowship with fellow believers), so they may find ourselves with strong vi-

brant roots that are wrapped securely around our foundation, the Author and Creator of all things (God). 

 

The conclusion, we have little control over the mystery of growth however this doesn’t mean that we have no 

role. We sow and water; we hope and pray. Then we give God praise for the harvest! 

 

HAPPY PLAN T I N G! 

 

Pastor Clarissa, 

At Salem UMC, we make no apology for strong preaching, 

sound doctrine and devotion to the Trinity. 

 

 

 

* Portions adapted 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20119:105&version=NIV&src=tools#_blank


 

 

Thank You to the Hermes family and Scott’s soft-
ball team for volunteering to serve for Salem UMC 
at the Shalom Center Soup Kitchen on June 30. 

Noisy Offering  

On the second Sunday of the month our kids take a 
Noisy Offering, collecting coins for that month’s 
Pennies for Mission designation. This month’s 
Noisy Offering will be on Sunday, May 8th   Money 
collected will to go to Feed My Starving Children. 

The next Salem UMC All Committee Meeting 
night is scheduled for Thursday, May 19th with All 
Committees meeting at 6:30 p.m. followed by 
Church Council at 7:30 p.m. 

Prayer Corner 

During the month of April we have been praying 
for: 

Makayla Ouwerkerk                                                                                                                                      
Family of Vivian Chase                                                                                                                          
Rudi Betencourt                                                                                                                              
Charlene Lois                                                                                                                                    
Andrew Holmstrom                                                                                                                           
Family of Anita Mayorga                                                                                                                             
Marty Martinelli                                                                                                                           
Kregg Jacoby                                                                                                                                                           
Bob Riley                                                                                                                                                                  
Unknown Gentleman                                                                                                                                                   
Family of Caroline Anderson                                                                                                           
Bob Reily                                                                                                                                                                 
Barb Reily                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
A Friend                                                                                                                                            
Family of George Baker                                                                                                                                                 
Family of Irngard Barnes                                                                                                                                                               
Bill Webster                                                                        
Family of Frances Payne                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

Men’s Breakfast on May 15
th

     

The Men in our Congregation are In-
vited to a Men’s Breakfast on Sunday, 
May 15th at 8:00 a.m. in the downstairs 

fellowship Hall. Come and start your morning with 
some good food and fellowship.    Questions?  
Contact Tom Reilly, Ken Bevry, Corbin Bevry or 
Rick Carlberg.  

Ingathering Donations                                            

for Annual Conference   

We are collecting General Hy-
giene Kits to be taken to Annual Conference in 
June.  The Kits will be distributed to Harbor House, 
Northcott Neighborhood House, Solomon Commu-
nity Temple and United Methodist Children’s Ser-
vices.  On the round table in the fellowship area are 
Ziploc bags with a list of either men’s, women’s or 
kid’s items needed for that kit.  Please take a bag, 
fill it and return to the basket on the table.If you 
don’t want to fill a bag but would like to donate for 
the kits a list of items needed can be found on the 
round table.  Bring your donations and we will use 
them to compile kits.  If you not able to go shopping 
but would like to help with this project you can do-
nated money and Marci Schultz will do the shop-
ping for you. 

Liturgists for May 

May 1: Julisa Sand & Amanda Bossong                                                                                                          
May 8: Lisa Hufnagle                                                                                                                          
May 15: Nancy Webster                                                                                                                                             
May 22:  Jenny Cook                                                                                                                                                                         
May 29:   Alexey Hufnagle   

Contact Joanna Carlberg if you would 
like to read the scriptures on Sunday 

Westosha Community Senior                              

Fellowship Time 

Wednesday,  April 6th   at 10:00 a.m. 

Program: “In Love with Freedom: The True Story of 
a Remarkable Woman” 

By Steve Aavang, Author 

 Free Bingo and prizes.  

 Located at Wilmot United Methodist Church fellow-
ship hall 

 (11425 Fox River Road)  

Call 862-6366 for more info  

(Co-sponsored by Living Waters Ministries) 

Impact Community 8,000 Hour Challenge  

The challenge is to do 8,000 hours of community 
service by the end of the year.  Fill out your Impact 
Community slips and drop it in the collection plate 
or return to the church office.  As of 4/24/16 we 
have totaled 1,944 1/2 hours of service to our com-
munity. What will be our grand total for 2016? 



 

 

NEED TO CONTACT PASTOR CLARISSA?  IF 
YOU DON’T TELL US, WE WON’T KNOW! If you or 
a family member needs a visit or a phone call please 
let the church office know (262-843-2525)  or reach 
Pastor Clarissa directly (847-721-1826). PLEASE 
just let us know. We want to be there when you need 
us, but we cannot do that if we don’t know. God 
bless each of you. 

 

  In observance of Memorial Day the  
  Church Office will be closed on          
  Monday, May 30th  

  

 

May Birthdays and An-
niversaries   

(If yours is missing it means 
we don’t have your birth-

day/anniversary information in our membership 
program.  Contact Jane Smith at 843-2525 or 
jsmith.sumc@wi.rr.com to get added to the list) 

Celebrating a Birthday                                                                                                                                                                                                        
2 – Cassi Bossong                                                                                                                                                  
5 – Kim Ouwerkerk                                                                                                                                               
6 – Rebecca Gracyalny                                                                                                                                
10 – Brad Gilliam                                                                                                                                         
13 – Tom Reilly                                                                                                                                                                                                              
19 – Tiffany Ouwerkerk                                                                                                                                                   
21 – Ronny Verhaalen                                                                                                                                                                           
24 – Todd Schatzka                                                                                                                                                                                
26 – Keith Olsen                                                                                                                                                                                     
27 – Kurt Eckberg                                                                                                                                                                                   
29 – Luke Andrekus                                                                                                                                                                                
31 – Len Scanlan 

Celebrating an Anniversary                                                                                                                                                                  
1 – Edward & Melanie Hartnek                                                                                                                                                                   
15 – Tim & Danielle Lasco                                                                                                                                                                       
22 – Len & Kay Scanlan                                                                                                                                                                        

The “Messenger” Deadline is always the 15th of 
the month—please have all articles to the church 
office or send by email to jsmith.sumc@wi.rr.com   
The deadline for the June newsletter will be on Sun-
day, May 15. 

Please pray for following South East District 

churches and clergy: 

 May 2-May 8: Menomonee Falls: Emmanuel 
Community, their pastors, Graham N West, Stepha-
nie Taylor, Susan Angus Haller, Amy Jo Anderson, 
and their 724 members.  Menomonee Falls is located 
at N84 W16707 Menomonee Ave. Menomonee Falls, 
WI 53051 

May 9- May 15: Mequon, their pastor, Timo-
thy O’Brien, and their 217 members.  Mequon is lo-
cated at 11011 N  Oriole Lane 20W, Mequon, WI 
53092 

May 16-May22: Milton, their pastor, Stephen 
P Scott, and their 266 members.  Milton is located at 
266 Northside Dr. Milton, WI 53563 

May23-May29: Milwaukee: Albright, Milwau-
kee: New Hope Hmong, their pastor, Toua Thomas 
Thao, and their 120 members. Milwaukee: Albright is 
located at 5555 W Capitol Dr. Milwaukee WI 53216 

May 30-Jun. 5: Milwaukee: Bay View, their 
pastor, Kelly Renee Fowler, and their 184 members. 
Bay View is located at 2772 S Kinnickinnic Ave. Mil-
waukee, WI 53207 

Concert to Benefit Just Live 

“Conflict in Nature”  The Kenosha 
Chamber Choir is partnering with 
Just Live, Inc. to provide a week-
end of intense music featuring 

songs relating to conflicts in nature, evoking a vis-
ceral, emotional response.  Ticket sales will bene-
fit Just Live and their efforts to increase aware-
ness surrounding suicide and mental illness.  The 
Concerts will be presented on Saturday, May 14th 
at 7:00 p.m. at St. John Parish (701 N Lake Ave, 
Twin Lakes, WI  53181) and on Sunday, May 15th 
at 3:00 p.m. at St Matthew’s Episcopal Church 
(5900 7th Ave, Kenosha, WI  53140)  Tickets are 
$10.00  thay may be purchased by calling or 
emailing Tom Reilly at (26120843-3823 or email 
at treilly1@wi.rr.com or any Just Live board mem-
ber.  www.justliveinc.org   Tickets will be available 
the day of the performance. 

You Are Invited to Join Our Mu-
sic Ministry  All are welcome to join 
our choirs…Wednesday is practice 
night with Praise Power meeting at 
6:30 p.m. and Chancel Choir meeting 

Salem UMC’s Website 

Have you visited our SUMC website, Salemflamesof-
grace.com?  If you have information you'd like to see 
posted on the site such as committee updates and 
events, pictures of church events, or for your com-
ments or corrections, please let Sandy Kay Jacoby 
know at skjacoby6@gmail.com or Joanna Carlberg 
at jcarlberg@wi.rr.com.  



 

 

2016 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 Worship                   

@ 9:30 am                      

Activity Leader & 

Teachers Meeting   

@ 10:45 a.m. (no 

Sunday  School)    

2 3 Al-Anon           

10 a.m.- noon        

Boy Scouts           

@ 7 pm 

4 AA: 6-8 pm       

4Praise Power      

@ 6:30 pm               

Choir                         

@ 7:30 pm 

5  6   Al-Anon           

@ 7 pm                                                           

Big Book (AA)  

@ 8 pm                

7   

8 Worship                   

@ 9:30 am                      

Sunday School      

@ 10:45 am    

9   4-H @ 7 pm   10 Al-Anon           

10 a.m.- noon        

Boy Scouts           

@ 7 pm 

11  AA: 6-8 pm       

4Praise Power      

@ 6:30 pm               

Choir                         

@ 7:30 pm 

12 13 Al-Anon           

@ 7 pm                                                           

Big Book (AA)  

@ 8 pm                  

  

 

14   

 

 

15 Men’s Breakfast 

@ 8 am                  

Worship                 

@ 9:30 am                  

Sunday School           

@ 10:45 am                   

Messenger Dead-

line  

16   17  Al-Anon           

10 a.m.- noon        

Boy Scouts           

@ 7 pm 

 

18 AA: 6-8 pm     

Praise Power      

@ 6:30 pm             

Choir                         

@ 7:30 pm 

            

19 All Commit-

tees @ 6:30 pm         

Church Council    

@ 7:30 pm            

 

20 Al-Anon           

@ 7 pm                                                           

Big Book (AA) 

@ 8pm     

   

  

 

21 

22  Worship                 

@ 9:30 am                  

Sunday School/ 

Awards & Float 

Party @10:45 am            

 

23 24 Al-Anon           

10 a.m.- noon        

Boy Scouts           

@ 7 pm 

                   

25 AA: 6-8 pm        

Praise Power      

@ 6:30 pm            

Choir                         

@ 7:30 pm 

       

26   27 Al-Anon           

@ 7 pm                                                            

Big Book (AA) 

@ 8pm          

 

 

 

28   

29 Worship                 

@ 9:30 am                   

30  Memorial 

Day –office 

closed 

31Al-Anon           

10 a.m.- noon        

Boy Scouts           

@ 7 pm 

                   

     



 

 

 

SCRIP - When you buy you donate to the Church’s Ministries 

Buy your SCRIP cards to use for your every day purchases for food, gas, drugstore items , etc.  -  when you 
use a SCRIP card for your purchases a percentage of the card will  benefit the church.  See Mindy Smouse 
after church or contact her at 857-2066 or e-mail msgmgs@gmail.com.  The following SCRIP gift cards are 
on hand at church and available for your immediate purchase:    BP  Shell  -  Speedway – Marathon- Kwik 
Trip  -Starbucks- Burger King- Chili’s- Cousin’s Subs- Culvers- Panera Chipotle- Cracker Barrel- Red 

Robin- Subway- IHOP- Taco Bell    Texas Road House- Dunkin Donuts-  Noodle & Company   Pizza 
Hut -Bristol 45 Diner - Olive Garden – Buffalo Wild Wings Lakeside Sentry- Meijer- Gordon Food Ser-
vice – Woodmans Kohl’s- Target Menard’s- JC Penney- Walmart – Walgreens -  Bath & Body Works- 

Tinseltown Cinemark                                                                                                                                              

Total for 2016: $617.19 

Pennies for Mission   

Pennies for Mission is our ongoing project where all of the coins in the collection plate each 
month are given to a special mission.  Since 1989 we have sent over $34,000 to special mis-
sions.  We are now “traveling” toward our 39th mile of pennies!  

March Pennies:  Hope Gardens  ($63.22) 

April Pennies:  He Intends Victory ($52.59) 

May Pennies:  Feed My Starving Children 

 

Clarissa Martinelli, Pastor 

Telephone (262) 843-2525     cell: 847-721-1826 

E-mail: salemumc@wi.rr.com        jsmith.sumc@wi.rr.com    

 clair.813.813@gmail.com  

Website:  salemflamesofgrace.com 

Office Hours: 9:00 a.m.—12: 00 noon Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday                           
Pastor’s Office Hours:  9:00 a.m.—12:00 noon Wednesday 

 

Worship @ 9:30 a.m.   

Sunday School @ 10:45 a.m. (Sept.—May) 

Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) 

EFT allows you to keep making contributions even when you are not able to attend a Sun-
day service.  You can designate how your funds are allocated within the church’s books 
(for General and/or Capital funds).  There are no bank fees for you to pay and there is 
complete accountability of your giving.  EFT is “green”… you do not write a check, but in-
stead electronically transfer monies into the church bank account.  Please consider sign-
ing up for this service.  Forms for signing up for EFT can be found on the table in the entry 
area. 


