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Youth Pizza Sale
Your purchase of fresh made pizzas will support the youth
mission trip to Martin, South Dakota this summer. All pizzas
sold in packages of 3/12 inch pizza’s for $20. Pizzas can be
ordered in any combination of toppings; Cheese, Pepperoni,
Sausage and Veggie. Orders will be taken through April 2nd
money due by the deadline. Pizzas made fresh by youth on
April 16th with the help of a local company. Delivered fresh to use right
away or to be frozen Order blanks for ordering pizzas can be found on
the Youth Bulletin Board in the fellowship area.
Questions? Contact
Pastor Pamela at 262-764-1538 or text 262-496-2292. Salem UMC
youth going on the mission trip are Dylan Hartnek, Peyton Shanor &
Evan McNeal.

Men’s
Breakfast
April 17th
The Men in our Congregation
are Invited to a Men’s Breakfast to be held on the third
Sunday of the month at 8:00
a.m. in the downstairs fellowship Hall. Come and start your
morning with some good food
and fellowship. Next breakfast
will be on Sunday, April 17th
Questions?
Contact Tom
Reilly, Ken Bevry, Corbin
Bevry or Rick Carlberg.

NEED TO CONTACT PASTOR CLARISSA? IF YOU
DON’T TELL US, WE
WON’T KNOW! If you or a
family member needs a
visit or a phone call please
let the church office know
(262-843-2525) or reach
Pastor Clarissa directly
(847-721-1826). PLEASE
just let us know. We want
to be there when you need
us, but we cannot do that if
we don’t know. God bless
each of you.

Salem UMC’s Website Have you visited our SUMC website, Salemflamesofgrace.com? For information or to request a posting on the website contact Sandy Jacoby know at skjacoby6@gmail.com or Joanna
Carlberg at jcarlberg@wi.rr.com.

I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you,
you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.” (John 15: 5, NIV)

MY LIFE BEYOND EASTER
When the dust settles after Easter, many return to their daily routine
and leave Christianity aside. For many, Easter is a time of Easter bunnies,
chocolates, bonnets, new clothes and Easter Eggs; so very many have unfortunately forgotten what Easter is truly about!
So what are we to do after the commercialization of Easter is over?
Do we just go about doing the same things that we have been doing up to
Easter? Does the experiences of Easter change us and shape or reshape
our living? Or does it at least revive and refresh our commitment to our
faith?
The season of Easter urges us to remember the poor and the marginalized of our society. The Easter
message requires us to get out of our comfort zones and fight for the marginalized, the oppressed and the
subordinated.
Jesus was born poor, lived poor and died poor. His own community, his Disciples and the religious
and political authorities rejected Jesus. Accused of treason against the state, he was arrested and jailed. He
went through two mock trials in one night. At the end he was condemned to die and to be killed. It was a painful and humiliating experience. He was tortured. Walking down the street with the cross to the place of his
execution was a mockery. The powers placed him in a borrowed tomb, sealed it with a stone, stationed a
guard, and declared an end to his life and ministry.
But, hallelujah, the story did not end there! God raised Jesus to new life, affirming his message, and
witness of justice and peace, life and love. Since that first Easter, people have followed Jesus, seeking to live
as he lived, to love as he loved.
The Easter message of HOPE and LOVE needs to prevail and continue long after we celebrate
Easter. The message of working for social justice and equality needs to be proclaimed and lived. Long after
the colored eggs are eaten, and the Easter bonnets stored away, the message remains that, as followers of
Jesus, we are freed to work for liberation and freedom, do justice and seek peace and wholeness in Jesus’
name.
As followers of Jesus, we’re called and are freed to work for those who are marginalized and made
voiceless due to racism, sexism, classism, and other systems of privilege and disadvantage embedded within
our social and political system. We are freed to speak out and work for justice on issues that would otherwise
be ignored.
We need to visit and remember those who unjustly sit in jails and prisons in our own country waiting
for their trial and do not have the means to be set free on bail. We need to care for the battered women who
seek safety in shelters in our own neighborhoods. We need to feed the homeless who live on our streets and
clothe those who do not have enough. How will Jesus measure us? By what we have done to feed him,
clothe him and visit him in prison when we meet him in the least of our sisters and brothers. *
* Portions adapted

The Vine cont.
The Easter message does not end with the resurrection, but continues on as his followers, as we, live
with the hope found in the message and life of Jesus. The holy message lingers long after Easter as we are
once again called and invited to follow Jesus. We are free to live the life of hope. May each and everyone one
of us do so the day after Easter, and the next day, and the next day, and the next day…
In order to keep strong in our Christian life, just as in our physical life, we must breathe, eat, and exercise, to have growth, success and happiness. If we follow the three essentials listed, we shall have life,
growth, happiness, and joy in Christ's service here on earth.
We Grow by Eating §

Eat the right food for spiritual life? “It is the Spirit that gives life. The flesh is of no help. The
words I speak to you are spirit and life.” (John 6:63) “Your words were found and I ate them.
And your words became a joy to me and the happiness of my heart. For I have been called by
Your name, O Lord God of All.” (Jeremiah 15:16) Daily reading and studying of the Bible are necessary to spiritual growth and life. If we do not eat this food for your hungry souls, you shall not grow,
and will surely starve spiritually. *

We Grow by Breathing §

Breathe spiritually. Prayer is the very breath of the soul. l Thessalonians 5:17 tells us to, “Never stop
praying.” “Do not worry. Learn to pray about everything. Give thanks to God as you ask Him
for what you need.” (Philippians 4:6) Prayer is a wonderful experience. Without prayer, the spiritual
life will perish sooner than from the lack of either one of the other essentials.

We Grow by Exercising. *
§

Exercise or Engage in Christian work. “We are to labor in God’s vineyard.” (Matthew 21:28) In what
part of it? Mark 16:15 tell us: “And he said to them, “Go into all the world and proclaim the good
news to the whole creation.” “Jesus came into the world not to be served but to serve others
and to give his life as a ransom for many.” (Matthew 20:28) *

Because of Easter, you and I don't have to be chained with the shackles of sin. We are free to live the
life God intended. And one day we'll live forever with Jesus and because of Easter, we will walk with God. Because of Easter we can truly live beyond the life before Easter to a new beginning and awakening.
Our timid and fearful spirits becomes bold and courageous and our unfaithfulness is forgiven and we
are called to serve with heaven’s power and Jesus’ abiding presence.
Don’t let the Monday after Easter steal away the assurance, encouragement, and hope of Resurrection Sunday; not this week or any other. The empty tomb is our launching pad for HOPE, TRANSFORMATION, AND VICTORY. So even though this Monday, and even though it looks a lot like last week’s Monday,
remember that the Lord isn’t dead! He lives for you! His victory is yours! Today isn’t Monday, it’s the
day after Easter, and nothing should ever be the same again! Amen! Amen! Amen!

Because H e Lives!

Pastor Clarissa,
At Salem UMC, we make no apology for strong preaching,
sound doctrine and devotion to the Trinity.

The next Salem UMC All Committee Meeting Night is scheduled for Thursday, April
21st with Committees meeting at 6:30 p.m.
followed by Church Council at 7:30 p.m.

Newsboys: We Believe God’s Not Dead
Tour
Friday, April 22, 2016, 7:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m. BMO
Harris Bank Center, 300 Elm Street, Rockford, IL
61101
K_LOVE welcomes We Believe God’s
NOT Dead Tour w/Newsboys, Audio Adrenaline,
Ryan Stevenson, and OBB to Rockford! Presented
by Feed The Children – doors open at 6:00 p.m.
If Toby Mac wasn’t your thing but you still want to
experience some great worshiping; here is another
chance to see another great band. They are very
high energy and have a ton of songs that are sung
in churches across the world. I have had the
pleasure of seeing this group in concert and highly
recommend it. I may not be able to go but will help
set this up if there is a group wanting to . – Kim
Ouwerkerk
Ticket prices for this concert: (a $2 facility fee will
be added to each ticket. Additional fees will apply.)
Premium: $45 (includes early entry at 5:00 p.m.
and an artist Q&A) General Admission: $25.00
Family 4-Pack: $18.50/ticket (limited number)
Groups fo 10+: $18.50 plus 1 FREE ticket

Invitation from the Bristol
UMW
The Bristol UMW Invites You to a
Power Point Tour of Latin America
Wednesday, April 27th beginning
with a potluck supper at 6:00 p.m.
in the Fellowship Hall. Both men and women are
welcome to attend. Please RSVP by April 24th to
Gail at 857-2224 or hb53104@aol.com
Pulled Pork Sandwich & Sides
Saturday, April 16, 2016
4:00-7:00 p.m.
Wilmot United Methodist Church
11425 Fox River Road
Adults - $8 Children Age 6-12 - $5
Children 5 & under – free
Carry outs available
Westosha Community Senior Fellowship Time
Wednesday, April 6th at 10:00 a.m.
Program: “In Love with Freedom: The True Story
of a Remarkable Woman”
By Steve Aavang, Author
Free Bingo and prizes.
Located at Wilmot United Methodist Church fellowship hall
(11425 Fox River Road)
Call 862-6366 for more info

Noisy Offering
On the second Sunday of the month our
kids take a Noisy Offering, collecting
coins for that month’s Pennies for Mission
designation. This month’s Noisy Offering
will be on Sunday, April 10th Money collected will to go to He Intends Victory.

Impact Community 8,000 Hour Challenge
The challenge is to do 8,000 hours of community
service by the end of the year. Fill out your Impact
Community slips and drop it in the collection plate
or return to the church office. As of 3/27/16 we
have totaled 1,534 hours of service to our community. What will be our grand total for 2016?

(Co-sponsored by Living Waters Ministries)
Please pray for following South East District
churches and clergy:
March 28- Apr. 3: Kenosha-Wesley, their
pastor, Amelita Grace Gonzalez Cajiuat, and their
198 members.
April 4- Apr. 10: Lake Geneva, their pastor, Heather L. Brewer, and 285 their members.
April 11-Apr. 17: Lake Geneva: La Resurrección, their pastor, Gloria E. Miranda, and their
81 members.
April 18-Apr. 24: Lake Mills, their pastor, Edwin
Vargas, and their 356 members.
April 25-May 1: Little Prairie, their pastor,
Duane Goetsch, and their 34 members.

The “Messenger” Deadline is the 15th of the month—please have all articles to the church office or
send by email to jsmith.sumc@wi.rr.com The deadline for the May newsletter will be on Friday, April 15.

April Birthdays and
Anniversaries
(If yours is missing it means
we don’t have your birthday/
anniversary information in
our membership program. Contact Jane Smith at
843-2525 or jsmith.sumc@wi.rr.com to get added
to the list)
Celebrating a Birthday
6 – Kathy Hufnagle, Dorothy Heiss
12 – Al Heiss
15 – Marci Schultz, Tyler Schatzka
17 – Jessica Stevens
20 – Murry Holmstrom
23 – Lucas Leydens
24 – Jerry Meints
25 – Ed Hartnek
27 – Grace Merrill
29 – Katrina Bostanche
Celebrating an Anniversary
14 – Frank & Helen Andrekus
20 – Jim & Jane Smith
26 – Al & Dorothy Heiss
30 – Rick & Joanna Carlberg
Thank each of you so much for a
great beginning of Biblical study!
James, who identifies himself as "a
bondservant of God and of the Lord
Jesus Christ" was so powerful and as we progressed through this study, we learned about the
application of our faith and the importance to learn
and grow in Christ, in faith, and maturity, so we
can apply our Christian character and conduct in
how we love God and our neighbors! It was such
a comfort and joy to go on that journey with each
of you. Your presence in this study mattered and
made a difference and was an uplifting source of
encouragement; I am humbly grateful for your participation. As we move forward, I pray all of you
will continue to study The Word daily until we
gather together once again. Love you all dearly
and I look forward to our future Biblical journeys.
Pastor Clarissa

Liturgists for April
April 3: Hazel Crowder
April 10: Holly Greenhill
April 17:
April 24:
Contact Joanna Carlberg if you would like to read the
scriptures on Sunday morning.

You Are Invited to Join Our Music Ministry
All are welcome to join our choirs…Wednesday is
practice night with Praise Power meeting at 6:30
p.m. and Chancel Choir meeting at 7:30 p.m.

Thank You
I want to send my sincere and
heartfelt thanks to my supportive and
loving Church Family. Grace Merrill for cleaning the
pews and making the coffee for me. Annette Meints
for calling and sending a card. Cathy Reilly for making
and bringing a delicious casserole and Tom Reilly for
bringing 2 meals from the smorgasbord and our Pastor Clarissa for visiting and bringing communion. All
who called and offered rides and help. I'm much better now and the house has been repaired and you are
the ones who helped me arrive at this point. My love
to you all and thank you. Dorothy Heiss.

Prayer Corner
During the month of March we have been praying
for:
Phyllis Skarda
Mary Stockwell
Anna Eisenbraun
Don Farmer
Kelly Oswalt
Family of Phyllis Schneider
Brian Sullivan & family
Audrey Olsen
Tracy Kendall & family
George Tures
Family of Bill Grant
Research doctors
Braiden Sumertan
Charlene Lois
Ray Johnson
Makayla Ouwerkerk
Family of Vivian Chase

2016
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1 Big Book (AA)
@ 8 pm

2

3 Worship
@ 9:30 am
Sunday School
@ 10:45 am

4

5 Al-Anon
10 a.m.- noon
Boy Scouts
@ 7 pm

6 AA: 6-8 pm
4-H Cake Decorating @ 6 pm
Praise Power
@ 6:30 pm
Choir
@ 7:30 pm

7

8 Big Book (AA)
@ 8 pm

9

10 Worship
@ 9:30 am
Sunday School
@ 10:45 am

11 4-H @ 7 pm

12 Al-Anon
10 a.m.- noon
Boy Scouts
@ 7 pm

13 AA: 6-8 pm
4-H Cake Decorating @ 6 pm
Praise Power
@ 6:30 pm
Choir
@ 7:30 pm

14

15 Big Book
(AA) @ 8pm

16

17 Men’s Breakfast
@ 8 am
Worship
@ 9:30 am
Sunday School/
@10:45 am

18

19 Al-Anon
10 a.m.- noon
Boy Scouts
@ 7 pm

20 AA: 6-8 pm
4-H Cake Decorating @ 6 pm
Praise Power
@ 6:30 pm
Choir
@ 7:30 pm

21 All Committees @ 6:30 pm
Church Council
@ 7:30 pm

22 Big Book
(AA) @ 8pm

23

24 Worship
@ 9:30 am
Sunday School/
@10:45 am

25

26Al-Anon
10 a.m.- noon
Boy Scouts
@ 7 pm

27 AA: 6-8 pm
4-H Cake Decorating @ 6 pm
Praise Power
@ 6:30 pm
Choir
@ 7:30 pm

28

29

30

Messenger
Deadline

Pennies for Mission
Pennies for Mission is our ongoing project where all of the coins in the collection plate each
month are given to a special mission. Since 1989 we have sent over $34,000 to special missions. We are now “traveling” toward our 39th mile of pennies!
February Pennies: Daybreak in Twin Lakes ($70.82)
March Pennies: Hope Gardens
April Pennies: He Intends Victory

SCRIP - When you buy you donate to the Church’s Ministries
Buy your SCRIP cards to use for your every day purchases for food, gas, drugstore items , etc. - when you
use a SCRIP card for your purchases a percentage of the card will benefit the church. See Mindy Smouse
after church or contact her at 857-2066 or e-mail msgmgs@gmail.com. The following SCRIP gift cards are
on hand at church and available for your immediate purchase: BP Shell - Speedway – Marathon- Kwik
Trip -Starbucks- Burger King- Chili’s- Cousin’s Subs- Culvers- Panera Chipotle- Cracker Barrel- Red
Robin- Subway- IHOP- Taco Bell Texas Road House- Dunkin Donuts- Noodle & Company Pizza
Hut -Bristol 45 Diner - Olive Garden – Buffalo Wild Wings Lakeside Sentry- Meijer- Gordon Food Service – Woodmans Kohl’s- Target Menard’s- JC Penney- Walmart – Walgreens - Bath & Body WorksTinseltown Cinemark
Total for 2016: $515.60

Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT)
EFT allows you to keep making contributions even when you are not able to attend a Sunday service. You can designate how your funds are allocated within the church’s books
(for General and/or Capital funds). There are no bank fees for you to pay and there is
complete accountability of your giving. EFT is “green”… you do not write a check, but instead electronically transfer monies into the church bank account. Please consider signing up for this service. Forms for signing up for EFT can be found on the table in the entry
area.

Clarissa Martinelli, Pastor
Telephone (262) 843-2525 cell: 847-721-1826
E-mail: salemumc@wi.rr.com
jsmith.sumc@wi.rr.com
clair.813.813@gmail.com
Website: salemflamesofgrace.com
Office Hours: 9:00 a.m.—12: 00 noon Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday
Pastor’s Office Hours: 9:00 a.m.—12:00 noon Wednesday
Worship @ 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School @ 10:45 a.m. (Sept.—May)

