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February 2016   

 

Lent Begins With The Circuit Ash 
Wednesday Service,  February 10 at 
7:00 p.m.  at Wilmot UMC   ( 11425 
Fox River Rd) 

On Sunday February 7th  2016 140 mil-
lion Americans will tune in to the Super 
Bowl football game.  There will be parties 
with abundant food, friendship and fellow-
ship. At the same time, there will be peo-
ple worrying about staying warm, finding 
shelter and a warm meal.  Please join 

people around the country as they demonstrate God’s love by lov-
ing their neighbors through the Souper Bowl of Caring.  It’s a sim-
ple, yet significant act of caring for others.  All of the money col-
lected is donated to a charity selected by the participant - none of 
the money is sent to the Souper Bowl of Caring headquarters. Or-
ganizers only ask that each participant report their collection so na-
tional totals can be determined and announced. You are invited to 
drop $1 (or more) in the soup pot as you leave worship on February 
7th    Your donations will be given to the Shalom Center Soup 
Kitchen.  Help our neighbors in need by supporting the Souper Bowl 
of Caring.  

PUT THIS DATE ON YOUR CALENDAR!          
The Salem UMC Annual Smorgasbord & 
Silent Auction is scheduled for Saturday, 
March 5, 2016 from 12 noon to 5:00 p.m.  

Presale tickets are available  in the church office or 
see Gail Doge or Amber Hansen  



 

 

Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your 

ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight.” – Proverbs 3:5-6 

The phrase “Ducks in a row” is a common English idiom meaning that things are well organized – that all the 
small details are accounted for and are in their proper positions before moving on to something else.  

When I’ve heard or reflected on this idiom, my minds eye sees a mother 
duck followed by all the little ducklings. So, what an interesting surprise 
when I realized that this most popular theory comes from bowling. Early 
bowling pins were shorter and thicker than modern pins and were com-
monly referred to as “ducks.” Before the invention of automatic resetting 
machines for the pins, after each round a person would manually place 
them back into position. So to “have all your ducks in a row” was to 
make sure all the pins were properly placed in position before sending 
the next bowling ball down the lane 

As Christians, we use this phrase to put off making a commitment, to volunteer, provide support, or make a 
plethora of various decisions until everything seems to be in BALANCE AND PERFECT. “When I get all my 
ducks in order I will…” “When I get my life (or act) together, THEN I’ll make that commitment.” “When I grow 
up, then I will…” “When I finish my education, then I will…” “When I am successful in my career then I will…” 
All Christians of all ages make similar excuses. The truth of the matter is that becoming and living as a Chris-
tian is a step of faith because life will never be perfect! 

I was reminded of the ducks in a row behind their mother when I read the passage in Matthew about the call 
of the Disciples. When we look at Matthew’s account of the calling of the Disciples (Matthew 4:12 -23), Jesus 
calls fishermen. They are not scholars in synagogues, military leaders, men of political connections, nor per-
sons of social or financial status. When they are called, they respond. They follow Jesus because God’s hand 
is at work. The Disciples respond to the call of Jesus because God is acting in the world, using who is there. 
God is working His will through the men and women who are there, whom Jesus meets on His journeying. 

Now you, Salem United Methodist Church, and I stand in the line of the Disciples (”students”), who are Apos-
tles (”ones sent out”).  Each of us is called by the authority of God, acting in the Sacrament of Baptism, to go 
into all the world and share the Good News of Jesus Christ. 

 

I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you,  

you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.” (John 15: 5, NIV) 

GETTING OUR DUCKS IN A ROW 



 

 

The Vine cont. 

The Holy Spirit moves in the lives of the faithful and God works for and wants the salvation of the souls of Sa-
lem United Methodist Church, the Salem community, and the world. Surely, you and I, the parishioners of Sa-
lem United Methodist Church, have been living in faith, in compassion, in hope, in longing and in charity. Like 
the Disciples we have been striving pilgrims on a journey of and towards faith. As your humble Shepherd, I 
have seen lives changed. I have seen forgiveness and compassion. I have seen charity and love, healing and 
renewal in countless lives within and outside the church walls. It is easy to pass these things off as 
“serendipity” or “good fortune.” To do so is to not see through “Matthew’s eyes of faith” but to serve a god that 
is “too small.” 

I have used a rather trite expression about ducks advisedly, for we tend to take ourselves and our own pow-
ers and resources rather seriously. Self-sufficiency is good, and it's fine, even admirable, to be resourceful, 
but nothing can compare with the insights we gain when we are stripped of all resources and defenses, as 
well as the illusion that we are in control of ourselves.  

We come together before God in our brokenness. We come together with all of our pathologies, physical, 
emotional, and spiritual. We come together with all of our fears and grief, into this community of recovering, 
forgiven sinners, a dysfunctional but redeemed church in need of healing. And I believe it is when we relin-
quish the illusion that we are in control, that God's Holy Spirit can move among us with power, for God's 
"power is made perfect in weakness". (2 Corinthians 12:9) Such is the paradox and power of our faith. 

We will be listening for and praying for the hand of God, shaping, holding, sustaining and guiding us as we go 
about our common life, trying to “get our ducks in order,” 

Today you and I stand in the long doctrine and tradition of United Methodism. But more importantly we stand 

in the tradition of God’s Doctrine of Salvation - deliverance from sin and its consequences, brought about by 

faith in Jesus Christ. You and I stand in the tradition of the Apostles call by Christ - And then he told them, Go 

into all the world and preach the Good News to everyone. Anyone who believes and is baptized will be 

saved. Let us go forth in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. - Amen. 

Pastor Clarissa 

At Salem UMC, we make no apology for strong preaching,  

sound doctrine and devotion to the Trinity.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Certain portions adapted. 



 

 

March 2016February/ 

LENT AND HOLY WEEK  
WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

      Palm/Passion Sunday, Sunday  
     March 20, 2016 @ 9:30 a.m.  
     Salem UMC. 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Good Friday Observance,   
  Friday, March 25, 2016         
  @ 7:00 p.m. Pleasant  Prairie 
  UMC.  

 

 

Easter Sunrise Service,                                                                                                                  
Sunday March 27, 2016                                                                                                    

@ 7:00 a.m. followed by a                                                                                               

delicious full breakfast. 

     
     
      EASTER Celebration, Sunday 
      March 27, 2016 @ 9:30 a.m. 
      Salem UMC. 

 

 

Ash Wednesday 
Call to Lenten Ob-
servance (worship, 
imposition of 
ashes) Wednesday, 
February 10, 2016 
@ 7:00 p.m. Wilmot 
UMC. 

 

Holy Thursday      
Worship 

Thursday, March 24, 
2016 @ 7:00 p.m. 
The Women of Salem 
UMC performs the 
play, “We Met Him!” 

 



 

 

    

  Dear Friends of Salem United Methodist Church, 

  The silent auction and smorgasbord are coming up very soon!  We are in need of                                                                                
  donations for the silent auction.  Please check your closets and cupboards for new or like new 
  items that you no longer need.  White elephant items are always best sellers.  We can also use 
  new cleaning supplies to make baskets or buckets.  Last year we received a number of items 
  from Johnson Wax employees which we sold for a good price.  Gift certificates and gift cards 
  are also popular with our customers. 

Please bring your donations to church at any time.  Be sure to include your name and the value of the dona-
tion.  Your donations and support are greatly appreciated. 

 Linda Roberts, chairperson 

  Movie Night                                          

  Sunday, January 31
st

   

   Join us for a potluck supper at 5:00  
  p.m. and then enjoy the movie “The  
  War Room” at 6:00p.m.  This movie is 
  open to all families and singles  

 

  

 The “Messenger” Deadline is always the 15th 
of the month—please have all articles to the 
church office or send by email to 
jsmith.sumc@wi.rr.com   The deadline for the 
March newsletter will be on Monday, February 15. 

Prayer Corner 

During the month of January we have been praying 
for: 

Terry Reyer                                                                                                                            
Pastor Jon Claude Bartlet                                                                                                             
Tom Eppers                                                                                                                                   
Family of Ernest Egeland                                                                                                              
Family of Nancy Johnson                                                                                                                        
Vivian Chase                                                                                                                                 
Hebert Holst & family                                                                                                                  
Family of Adrian DeBasque                                                                                                                      
Sippie Miller                                                                                                                                       
Zoe Moran                                                                                                                                                         
Kim Marks                                                                                                                                                                        
Janis Marks                                                                                                                                
Heritage Prebytarian Church                                                                                                                      
Suzanne Roell                                                                                                                                       
Rigel Nelson                                                                                                                                    
12 US Special Forces Soldiers                                                                                                                                                    
Mike                                                                                                                                           
Luke                                                                                                                                                                                             
Joann Scwallgregg                                                                                                                                                          
Mac Lenon 
 

Men’s Breakfast on 

February 21
st

  

The Men in our Congregation 
are Invited to a Men’s Breakfast  

to be held on the third Sunday of the month  at 
8:00 a.m. in the downstairs fellowship Hall. Come 
and start your morning with some good food and 
fellowship.  Next breakfast will be on Sunday, 
February 21.  Breakfasts will also be held on 
March 20th , April 17th and May 15th.  Questions?  
Contact Tom Reilly, Ken Bevry, Corbin Bevry or 
Rick Carlberg.  

Noisy Offering  

On the second Sunday of the month our kids take a 
Noisy Offering, collecting coins for that month’s Pen-
nies for Mission designation. This month’s Noisy Of-
fering will be on Sunday, February 14th . Money col-
lected will to go to Day Break in Twin Lakes.  

Salem UMC Men – would you be interested 

in attending this conference?   

20126 No Regrets Conference 

Take Root – February 6, 2016                                  
8:30 am. To 4:00 p.m. 

The “No Regrets” Conference Simulcast  at River-
wood Church presented by Synergy Men’s group 
of EUM Racine & IronMen of Riverwood.   

The church is located at 6919 McHenry St, Bur-
lington, WI 

Cost is $25 in advance, $30 at the door.  Includes 
lunch 

Contact Ken Bevry (ckbevry@gmail.com or phone 
262-857-92120) if you would like to attend this 
event. 



 

 

Westosha Community Senior                        

Fellowship Time 

Wednesday,  February 3rd at 10:00 a.m. 

Program to  be announced 

 Free Bingo and prizes.  

 Located at Wilmot United Methodist Church 
fellowship hall 

 (11425 Fox River Road)  

Call 862-6366 for more info  

(Co-sponsored by Living Waters Ministries) 

Please pray for following South East District 

churches and clergy  

February 1-7: Janesville-Asbury, their pastor, 

Willard Jewson, and their 190 members.  Asbury is lo-

cated at 1810 Kellogg Ave, Janesville, WI 53546. 

  February 8-14: Janesville-Cargill, their pastors, 

Susan B. Lockman & Krysta Leigh Deede, and their 

933 members.  Cargill is located at 2000 Wesley Ave. 

Janesville, WI 53545 

  February 15-21: Janesville-Mt. Zion, their pas-

tor, Carlos Careaga, and their 85 members.  Mt. Zion 

is located at 2130 Mt. Zion Ave. Janesville, WI 53545 

  February 22-28: Johnson Creek- Johnson 

Creek UMC, their pastor, Kelly Jahn, and their 24 

members.  Johnson Creek is located at 220 N Water-

town St., Johnson Creek, WI 53038. 

  Feb. 29-Mar. 6: Kenosha- First- their pastors, 

Timoth B. Berlew & Kookho Kim, and their 479 mem-

bers.  Kenosha First is located at 919 60th St., 

Kenosha, WI 53140. 

The next Salem UMC All Committee Meet-
ing night is scheduled for Thursday, Febru-
ary 18th with Committees meeting at 6:30 
p.m. followed by Church Council at 7:30 
p.m. 

February Birthdays and       
Anniversaries   

(If yours is missing it means we 
don’t have your birthday/
anniversary information in our membership program.  
Contact Jane Smith at 843-2525 or 
jsmith.sumc@wi.rr.com to get added to the list) 

Celebrating a Birthday                                                                                                                                                                                                        
5 – Alison Rosin, Amanda Bossong                                                                                                                                    
6 – Courtney Lamar                                                                                                                                                    
12 – Joey Egeland                                                                                                                                          
13 – Peyton Shanor                                                                                                                                              
14 – Ronald Verhaalen, Makayla Ouwerkerk                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
16 – Sam Andrekus                                                                                                                                                           
17 – Connie Olsen                                                                                                                                                                               
18 – Hunter Hermes                                                                                                                                                                              
22 – Lisa Stevens                                                                                                                                                                                    
24 – Nancy Webster                                                                                                                                                                                        
25 – Katie Stockwell                                                                                                                                                                                    
26 – Corbin Bevry                                                                                                                                                                                            
27 – Diane Trombley 

Celebrating an Anniversary                                                                                                                                                                  
17 – Pastor Clarissa & Martin Martinelli 

You Are Invited to Join                                          

Our Music Ministry  

All are welcome to join our choirs…
one, two or all three! Handbell Choir 
practices on Tuesdays from 6:30-
8:30 p.m. (Please note – the hand-

bells are taking a mid-winter break  in January 
– rehearsals will begin again in February)  
Praise Power practices on Wednesday at 6:30 
p.m.  Chancel Choir  practices on Wednes-
days at 7:30 p.m.  

Impact Community  

8,000 Hour Challenge  

The challenge is to do 8,000 hours of commu-
nity service by the end of the year.  Fill out 
your Impact Community slips and drop it in the 
collection plate or return to the church office.  
As of 1/17/16 we have totaled 261 ½ hours of 
service to our community. What will be our 
grand total for 2016? 

Liturgists for February 

February 7:  Annette Meints                                                                                                                              
February 14:  Marty Stockwell                                                                                                                   
February 21: Debbie Gilliam                                                                                                                       
February 28:  Gail Dodge                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Contact Joanna Carlberg if you would like to 
read the scriptures on Sunday morning. 



 

 

2016 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 2 Al-Anon           

10 a.m.- noon        

Bells @ 6:30 pm      

Boy Scouts           

@ 7 pm 

3 AA: 6-8 pm       

4-H Cake Deco-

rating @ 6 pm     

Praise Power      

@ 6:30 pm               

Choir                         

4 5 Big Book (AA)  

@ 8 pm                

6 

7 Worship                   

@ 9:30 am                      

Sunday School            

@ 10:45 am           

8   4-H @ 7 pm   9 Al-Anon           

10 a.m.- noon        

Bells @ 6:30 pm      

Boy Scouts           

@ 7 pm 

10  AA: 6-8 pm       

4-H Cake Deco-

rating @ 6 pm           

Ash Wednesday 

Service at Wil-

mot  @ 7 p.m. 

11 12 Big Book 

(AA)  @ 8 pm                  

  

 

13   

 

 

14 Worship                 

@ 9:30 am                  

Sunday School           

@ 10:45 am          

 

15   Messenger 

Deadline  

16  Al-Anon           

10 a.m.- noon   

Bells @ 6:30 pm  

Boy Scouts           

@ 7 pm             

 

17 AA: 6-8 pm     

4-H Cake Deco-

rating @ 6 pm     

Praise Power      

@ 6:30 pm             

Choir                         

@ 7:30 pm 

            

18 All Commit-

tees @ 6:30 pm         

Church Council    

@ 7:30 pm            

 

19 Big Book 

(AA) @ 8pm       

  

 

20 

21  Worship                 

@ 9:30 am                  

Sunday School           

@ 10:45 am          

22 23 Al-Anon           

10 a.m.- noon       

Bells @ 6:30 pm      

Boy Scouts           

@ 7 pm                    

24 AA: 6-8 pm        

4-H Cake Deco-

rating @ 6 pm            

Praise Power      

@ 6:30 pm            

Choir                         

@ 7:30 pm 

       

25   26 Big Book 

(AA) @ 8pm          

 

 

 

27   

28 Worship                 

@ 9:30 am                  

Sunday School           

@ 10:45 am          

 

29       



 

 

SCRIP - When you buy you donate to the Church’s Ministries 

Buy your SCRIP cards to use for your every day purchases for food, gas, drugstore items , etc.  -  when you 
use a SCRIP card for your purchases a percentage of the card will  benefit the church.  See Mindy Smouse 
after church or contact her at 857-2066 or e-mail msgmgs@gmail.com.  The following SCRIP gift cards are 

on hand at church and available for your immediate purchase:    BP  Shell  -  Speedway – Marathon          
Kwik Trip - Starbucks- Burger King- Chili’s- Cousin’s Subs- Culvers- Panera - Chipotle                      

Cracker Barrel- Red Robin- Subway- IHOP- Taco Bell    Texas Road House- Dunkin Donuts                  
Pizza Hut- Bristol 45 Diner - Olive Garden - Lakeside Sentry- Meijer- Gordon Food Service  Woodmans

-Kohl’s- Target- Menard’s- JC Penney- Walmart - Walgreens- Bath & Body Works                                         
Tinseltown Cinemark                                                                                                                                                                      

Total for 2016: 147.13 

WE’VE REACHED OUR 38
TH

 MILE OF PENNIES AND ARE HEADED TOWARD 

OUR 39
TH

 MILE!    Pennies for Mission   

Pennies for Mission is our ongoing project where all of the coins in the collection plate each 
month are given to a special mission.  Since 1989 we have sent over $34,000 to special mis-
sions.  We are now “traveling” toward our 39th mile of pennies!  

December Pennies:  The Salvation Army  ($107.82)                                                                     
January Pennies:  Souper Bowl of Caring for The Shalom Center Soup Kitchen                                

  February Pennies: Day Break in Twin Lakes 

 

Clarissa Martinelli, Pastor 

Telephone (262) 843-2525     cell: 847-721-1826 

E-mail: salemumc@wi.rr.com        jsmith.sumc@wi.rr.com    

 clair.813.813@gmail.com  

Website:  salemflamesofgrace.com 

Office Hours: 9:00 a.m.—12: 00 noon Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday                           
Pastor’s Office Hours:  9:00 a.m.—12:00 noon Wednesday 

 

Worship @ 9:30 a.m.   

Sunday School @ 10:45 a.m. (Sept.—May) 

Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) 

EFT allows you to keep making contributions even when you are not able to attend a Sun-
day service.  You can designate how your funds are allocated within the church’s books 
(for General and/or Capital funds).  There are no bank fees for you to pay and there is 
complete accountability of your giving.  EFT is “green”… you do not write a check, but in-
stead electronically transfer monies into the church bank account.  Please consider sign-
ing up for this service.  Forms for signing up for EFT can be found on the table in the entry 
area. 

NEED TO CONTACT PASTOR CLARISSA?  IF YOU DON’T TELL US, WE WON’T 
KNOW! If you or a family member needs a visit or a phone call please let the church office know or 
reach Pastor Clarissa directly. We often hear after the fact that someone has been in special need 
and we never knew. Please send us a note or speak to the church office or use contact numbers, 
emails, website, text - PLEASE just let us know. We want to be there when you need us, but we 
cannot do that if we don’t know. God bless each of you. 


