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January 2016   

Thank You 

To everyone who 
donated to our 
Sharing Tree.  

Your gifts brought the spirit of 
Christmas to local children and 
residents of Grand Prairie Nurs-
ing Home. 

On Sunday February 7
th
  2016 140 million Ameri-

cans will tune in to the Super Bowl football game.  
There will be parties with abundant food, friendship 
and fellowship. At the same time, there will be peo-
ple worrying about staying warm, finding shelter and 

a warm meal.  Please join people around the country as they demon-
strate God’s love by loving their neighbors through the Souper Bowl of 
Caring.  It’s a simple, yet significant act of caring for others.  All of the 
money collected is donated to a charity selected by the participant - 
none of the money is sent to the Souper Bowl of Caring headquarters. 
Organizers only ask that each participant report their collection so na-
tional totals can be determined and announced. You are invited to 
drop $1 (or more) in the soup pot as you leave worship on February 7th    
Your donations will be given to the Shalom Center Soup Kitchen.  Help 
our neighbors in need by supporting the Souper Bowl of Caring.  

  

 Coming in 2016  

 A few changes in our Sunday morning format to enhance our 
worship experience…..and we are aware of the comfort issue on 
Sunday mornings…watch for announcements of plans to make 
our worship time easier for everyone. 

PUT THIS DATE ON 
YOUR CALENDAR!   
The Salem UMC An-
nual Smorgasbord & 
Silent Auction is 
scheduled for Satur-

day, March 5, 2016 from 12 

noon to 5:00 p.m. 



 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

I pray that the love of God, the Hope of Emmanuel (“God with Us”) 
and the Holy Spirit of New Life abide with each of you, my Sisters 
and Brothers in Christ, today and the days to come. As we are 
lobbed into the throws of the Mid-West winter, let us pause, em-
brace, and relish the opportunity to immerse ourselves in the si-
lence, devoid of distractions as we anticipate the New Year that will 
bring our hopes and desires to fruition.  

As you lift your weary eyes upward towards the night sky with its 
incredible bright stars and celestial objects, this simple plainness 
provides a much needed and welcomed relief after all the chaos 
and hustle and bustle of the Christmas season. This year was most 
certainly a different kind of year for many of us. Personal, commu-
nity, national, and world events have given an aura of unexpected and intense loss during this past year and 
somewhat subdued the “Joy, Joy, Joy” of this season.  

However, our Christmas Eve service reminded and provided a time for Christian believers to get together to 
rejoice, remember the true reason for the season, and celebrate community fellowship as our Handbell Choir 
provided beautiful angelic musical selections, church family members’ diverse talents and gifts were infused 
into a “O Come Let Us Adore Him” worship celebration, that concluded with rediscovering “The Unopened 
Gift, Wrapped in Plain Brown Paper” – it was divinely AWESOME! As a faithful community we acknowledged 
our need for hope and how the exquisite Light, Jesus Christ, coming into a dark world, furnishes the only true 
hope, which gently leads us into the brand New Year of 2016. 

“Are We There Yet?” We all know that we – as God’s greatest Creation – are not “there yet.”  

We have not grown fully spiritually but the desire and passion for this growth is a Christian’s ultimate aspira-
tion. Yet, while we have the want and inclination to grow, we do not aim to grow. So we drift from day to day 
and year to year without experiencing significant growth in the Lord. 

So for this New Year’s Day, I’m going to give you some practical counsel on how to grow spiritually in the 
coming year, as you uncover a few areas that you need to focus on which for some of you, this will be very 
basic, and yet for others, this message may be like trying to take a drink from a fire hose. There is so much to 
take in that it will overwhelm you. I’d advise you to prayerfully focus on one or two goals at first to get going. 
Once those are in place, move on to one or two more. Remember, growth is a process! The Kingdom of God 
is still being built. The Kingdom of God is work in progress. And this season of bleak landscape outside your 

window will eventually be flourishing luscious GREEN once again. 

“Discipline yourself for the purpose of godliness” 

This begins by working out and developing skills for the goal of being proficient and disciplined for the pur-
pose of godliness. The aim is godliness, not personal success. To be godly is to be like God, which comes 
through knowing Him more deeply so that your life will glorify our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ who gave his 
life, the only acceptable sacrifice for our sins, and formed a bridge for each of us to have a new personal rela-
tionship with God. 

 

I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you,  

you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.” (John 15: 5, NIV) 



 

 

The Vine cont. 

Here are intentional ways during your 2016 New Year that you can - “Discipline yourself for the purpose of 

godliness” 

 Have a purpose statement for your life with long and short-range goals in support of this purpose. 
“Discipline yourself for the purpose of godliness.” (1 Timothy 4:7) “So teach us to count our days that we may 
gain a wise heart.” (Psalms 90:12) 

 Establish a regular, daily time in reading Word and prayer. (We will be starting a Bible Study in Janu-
ary 2016; we hope you will attend.) 

 Work on developing godly character qualities, especially in areas where you are weak. “But the fruit of 
the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control.” Galatians 
5: 22-23 

 Develop a habit of Biblical readings that helps you grow spiritually. Get into a small group where you 
can deepen relationships, encourage others, and be encouraged in the Lord. 

 Ask God how He wants you to serve Him in light of your gifts and start serving! Get rid of the idea that 
you’re free to volunteer to serve in the church if you have the time. You’re not a volunteer—you’re a Disciple 
of Jesus Christ! As each one of you has received a special gift, employ it in service to one another as good 
stewards of God’s grace to humanity.  Included in this, is serving in ministries at church or it may include 
reaching out to your neighbors to build relationships where you can share the Good News of Jesus Christ. 

 Establish financial goals to help you become a better steward of the resources that God has entrusted 
to you. Jesus said (Matt. 6:19-21), “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust 
destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither 
moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves do not break in or steal; for where your treasure is, there your 

heart will be also.”  

Again, if this message hits you like a fire hose, don’t let it discourage you!  All God 
ask is that you trust Him and take a step, “For I know the plans I have for you,” says 
the Lord. “They are plans for good and not for disaster, to give you a future and a 
hope. In those days when you pray, I will listen. If you look for me wholeheartedly, you 
will find me. I will be found by you,” says the Lord. “I will end your captivity and restore 
your fortunes. I will gather you out of the nations where I sent you and will bring you 
home again to your own land.”  

 

In good times and in the bad times, God is with us. He has been with us through everything. We look back in 
appreciation. We also look forward with anticipation. God is with us in 2016. He will provide us with 
what we need both physically and spiritually. Today as you ring in your awesome 2016 New Year, celebrate 
God’s grace! Grace that moves us to look back with appreciation! Grace that allows us to look ahead with an-
ticipation! And I humbly pray that all of us will look forward to 2016 as an extra ordinary year of growth in the 
Lord. Amen. Amen. Amen. 

May this jubilant 2016 New Year mark a fresh new start of brighter and more exciting journeys for each of 
you! I wish you the most enjoyable and exhilarating ride ever! Happy New Year to you and your family! 

Pastor Clarissa, M artin, M arissa, 

Biancha, John, Sophia, N icolas, Cookie and Hachi  

At Salem UMC, we make no apology for strong preaching,  

sound doctrine and devotion to the Trinity. 
 

 

 



 

 

Liturgists for January 

January 3:     Sandy Jacoby                                                                                                                              
January 10:   Tom Reilly                                                                                                                        
January 11:   Grace Merrill                                                                                                                       
January 24:   Jenny Egeland                                                                                                                                                                                                 
January 31:   Mindy Smouse 

Contact Joanna Carlberg if you would like to read the 
scriptures on Sunday morning. 

 

 

 

The “Messenger” Deadline is always the 15th 
of the month—please have all articles to the 
church office or send by email to 
jsmith.sumc@wi.rr.com   The deadline for the 
February newsletter will be on Friday, January 15.  

Impact Community 8,000 Hour 

Challenge  

The challenge is to do 8,000 hours of 
community service by the end of the 
year.  Fill out your Impact Community 

slips and drop it in the collection plate or return to 
the church office.  We totaled 7,600 hours in 2015!  
What will be our grand total for 2016? 

Prayer Corner 

During the month of December we have been praying 
for: 

Family of Betty Kotwicki                                                                                                                           
Family of Chris Dunford                                                                                                               
Pat Skarda                                                                                                                                   
Victims of San Bernadino CA shootings                                                                                                              
Tom Tess                                                                                                                                       
Family of Juanita Lawlis                                                                                                                   
Charles Gibbs                                                                                                                              
Brett Krabel                                                                                                                                   
Len Nelson                                                                                                                                          
Joan Heikkla                                                                                                                                                         
Friend’s sister                                                                                                                                                                        
Tom Flowers                                                                                                                                
Phyliss Rabung                                                                                                                                   
Sherri Rennick                                                                                                                                       
Family of Mildred LaMeer                                                                                                                     
Lilian Lachman                                                                                                                                                             
Terri Reyer                                                                                                                                          
Rich Overzet                                                                                                                                    
 

Westosha Community Senior Fellowship 

Time 

Wednesday,  January 6th at 10:00 a.m. 

Program on “Low Impact Exercises” by Ann Brad-
shaw 

 Free Bingo and prizes.  

 Located at Wilmot United Methodist Church              
fellowship hall 

 (11425 Fox River Road)  

Call 862-6366 for more info  

(Co-sponsored by Living Waters Ministries) 

  

 The next Salem UMC All Committee Meeting 

night is scheduled for Thursday, January 21st  

with Committees meeting at 6:30 p.m. followed 

by Church Council at 7:30 p.m. 

Noisy Offering  

On the second Sunday of the month our 
kids take a Noisy Offering, collecting coins 
for that month’s Pennies for Mission desig-
nation. This month’s Noisy Offering will be 
on Sunday, January 10th   Money collected will to go 
to Souper Bowl of Caring with proceeds going to the 
Shalom Center Soup Kitchen. 

January Birthdays and 
Anniversaries   

(If yours is missing it means 
we don’t have your birthday/

anniversary information in our membership pro-
gram.  Contact Jane Smith at 843-2525 or 
jsmith.sumc@wi.rr.com to get added to the list) 

Celebrating a Birthday                                                                                                                                                                                                        
6 – Julisa Sand                                                                                                                                                     
8 – Mel Miller                                                                                                                                                        
11 – Ragnar Ouwerkerk                                                                                                                                          
16 – Peter Verhaalen                                                                                                                                              
19 – Rose Knigge, Dayna Hartnek                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
26 – Jane Smith, Jessica Schatzka                                                                                                                                                           
27 – Amber Hansen                                                                                                                                                                               
29 – Bob Neumann                                                                                                                                                                                
30 – Jim Egeland 



 

 

Addresses Needed by Caring Ministry  

We have a mission to send cards out to people 
on our prayer list.  This mission is part of our 
caring for those in the community and is part of 
our hospitality. Most prayer concerns don't in-
clude an address, so a card cannot be sent. 
Please put an address on your prayer concern 
so we can send a card.  If you don't want a card 
sent, please indicate that. 

 

Salem UMC’s Website 

Have you visited our SUMC web-
site, Salemflamesofgrace.com? It 
is packed with information and 
awaiting your input! This is YOUR 
website. Visit often and let us 

know what you think. If you have information you'd like 
to see posted on the site such as committee updates 
and events, pictures of church events, or for your com-
ments or corrections, please let Sandy Jacoby know at 
skjacoby6@gmail.com or Joanna Carlberg at jcarl-
berg@wi.rr.com.  

In Observance of New Year’s 
Day the Church Office will be 
closed on Friday, January 

1
st

 . 

                                                  

First SoulCollage® Hosted by Living Waters 

On Saturday, January 23rd at Bristol United Methodist 
Church (8014 199th Ave – Hwy 45 just south of hwy 
50)  9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m      $40.00 includes all sup-
plies.  Limited to 8 participants.  Bring a dish to pass 
for a potluck lunch. 

SoulCollage® is a beautiful, non-threatening soul 

searching collage art form.  A great mix of intuition and 
imagination.  Anyone can do it!  It’ll be a day of listen-
ing to our hearts and shaking the winter blues together.  
You may bring photocopies of pictures of yourself 
when you were little to use in our collages if you wish, 
but not mandatory. 

For more information on what SoulCollage® is, go to 

soulcallage.com.  Led by Missy Isley Poltrock.  To re-
serve your spot email Missy at wildflr@tds.net or call 
(262)620-1354 

Please pray for following South East Dis-

trict churches and clergy: 

Greenfield: Christ UMC, their pastor, Mao 
Vang Her, and their 99 members. Christ Church 
is located at 5200 S 48th St., Greenfield 
WI  53220; December 28-January 3. 

Greenfield: Memorial UMC, their pastor, 
Janet Hartzell, and their 176 members.  Memorial 
Church is located at 3450 S 52nd St., Greenfield 
WI  53219; January 4-10. 

Greenfield: So Beautiful Korean UMC, 
their pastor Sung-Keun Kim, and their 42 mem-
bers.  The So Beautiful Korean Church is located 
at 4275 S 112th St., Greenfield WI  53228; Janu-
ary 11-17. 

Hartford: First UMC, their pastor, Paul 
Johnsen, and their 491 members. First Church is 
located at 738 Monroe Ave., Hartford WI  53027-
2336; January 18-24. 

Jackson: Still Waters Community Church- 
U.M., their pastors, Matthew Hadley and Renae 
Dymond, and their 588 members. Still Waters 
Church is located at 3617 Scenic Rd., PO Box 
406, Jackson WI  53037-0406; January 25-31. 

You Are Invited to Join Our 

Music Ministry  

All are welcome to join our 
choirs…one, two or all three! 

Handbell Choir practices on Tuesdays from 6:30
-8:30 p.m.   Praise Power practices on Wednes-
day at 6:30 p.m.  Chancel Choir  practices on 
Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m.  

Youth News 

The Youth Winter Retreat is coming up January 1-3.  
There are a few spaces left.  Registration can be done 
on the Camp Lucerne Website.  If you haven’t already 
talked to Pastor Pamela, please let her know if you or 
your child are planning on attending.  https://
wiumcamps.coambrainregistration.com/  

 

Summer 2016 Mission Trip.  Our group is register for 
the Youth Works mission trip to Martin, South Dakota.  
There are only 7 spaces left at our work site.  If you 
were considering going you are encouraged to make a 
decision soon as those spaces could be taken by an-
other group.  We are doing the trip with Kenosha 
Wesley UMC and Kenosha First UMC.  Contact Pastor 
Pamela for information. 

 



 

 

Church Council:                                           

 Chairperson:  Marci Schultz                                         
Lay Leader:  Rick Carlberg                                             
Education Chrpns:  (one of the chairpersons)                
S/PRC Chairperson: Annette Meints                        
Trustees Chairperson: (elect their own)                           
Finance Chairperson:  Kathy Hufnagle                                      
Financial Secretary:    Marsha Isaacson                                                   
Treasurer:  Melanie Hartnek                                     
Lay Member to Annual Conference: Marci Schultz                     
Alternate Lay Member to Annual Conference:                                                                                         
Alexis Hermes  

Education Task Group: (includ ing Education Chairpersons 

and  teachers) 

Education Chairpersons:                                          

 -  Connie Bevry                                                                    
 -  Mindy Smouse                                                                   
 -  Sandy Jacoby                                                                                
 -  Rose Knigge 

Staff Parish Relations Committee     

Chairperson:  Annette Meints                                                                            
 - (16) Marty Stockwell                                                                             
 - (16) Mark Andrekus                                                                          
 -(17) Debbie Gilliam                                                                              
 -(17)Ragnar Ouwerkerk                                                              
 -(18) Grace Merrill                                                                                   
 -(18) Gail Dodge                                                                                  
 Lay Leader: Rick Carlberg 

Lay Leadership Committee:                                                         
Chairperson: Pastor Clarissa Martinelli                                                           
  -(16)Steve Brown 
  -(16)Tami Hermes                                          
  -(17) Theresa Leydens                                        
  -(17) Joanna Carlberg                                       
  -(18) Sue Grulich                                                   
  -(18) Kim Ouwerkerk 

Trustees Chairperson –  (elect their own)                                    
  -(16) Nancy Webster                                 
  -(16) Jacob Bixler                                             
  -(17) Evelyn Kessel                                          
  -(17) Alexey Hufnagle                                                                                    
  -(18)Christy Hansen                          
  -(18) Ken Bevry 

Secretarial Fill Ins 

 Linda Roberts                                                                         
 Annette Meints 

SCRIP Coordinators 

  Mindy Smouse                                 
  Miriam Bartelt 

Finance Committee     

Chairperson:  Kathy Hufnagle                                                
Lay Leader:    Rick Carlberg                                          
Church Council Chpn: Marci Schultz                                    
Treasurer: Melanie Hartnek                                       
Financial Secretary:  Marsha Isaacson                                      
Trustee representative      (appoint their own)  

 

Fund Raising Committee 

Gail Dodge  Debbie Gilliam                                                
Amber Hansen  Christy Hansen                                            
Pastor Clarissa Martinelli                                                                 
Grace Merrill  Linda Roberts 

 

Memorial Committee:                                                                
Chairperson: Amber Hansen                                                   
  -(16) Linda Saffell                                                  
  -(17) Lisa Stevens                                                
  -(18) Mandy Dodge                                                     
  Youth Representative – Andrew Lamar                   
  -   a Trustee representative 

Communion Stewards 

Ken & Connie Bevry        Rick & Joanna Carlberg        
Christy & Amber Hansen  Kathy Hufnagle & Mindy Smouse 
Jerry & Annette Meints         Keith & Connie Olsen        
Brad & Rebecca Potter           Tom & Cathy Reilly        
Gail & Rachel Bixler                                                                      
Sophia Martinelli & Biancha Silverstein  

 

Weekly Offering Counters  

 Evelyn Kessel  Linda Roberts                        
 Jerry Meints                                                                     
  Alternate:  Ruth Perry        Mandy Dodge 

 
Worship Committee 

Pastor    Clarissa Martinelli                       
Music Accompanist  Stan Bochat                     
Hand Bell Choir Director  Kaitlyn Westman                 
Choir Director:   Kyle Miskovic                      
Greeter Coordinator  Tom Reilly                     
Liturgist Coordinator  Joanna Carlberg                   
Nursery Coordinator                                                                       
Sanctuary Decoration  Kay Scanlan                          
    Liz Schultz 

    Linda Roberts 

Salem United Methodist Church 2016 Leadership   



 

 

2016 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     1 Big Book (AA)  

@ 8 pm                

2 

3 Worship                   

@ 9:30 am                     

No Sunday School      

Planning Meeting 

for Education Ac-

tivities following 

worship              

4     5 Al-Anon           

10 a.m.- noon        

Bells @ 6:30 pm      

Boy Scouts           

@ 7 pm 

6  AA: 6-8 pm       

4-H Cake Deco-

rating @ 6 pm     

Praise Power      

@ 6:30 pm               

Choir                         

@ 7:30 pm 

7 8 Big Book (AA)  

@ 8 pm                  

  

 

9  McCormack 

Family/ Down-

stairs fellowship 

hadd 

 

 

 

10 Worship                 

@ 9:30 am                  

Sunday School           

@ 10:45 am          

 

11 4-H @ 7 pm  12  Al-Anon           

10 a.m.- noon   

Bells @ 6:30 pm  

Boy Scouts           

@ 7 pm             

 

13 AA: 6-8 pm     

4-H Cake Deco-

rating @ 6 pm     

Praise Power      

@ 6:30 pm             

Choir                         

@ 7:30 pm 

            

14  15 Big Book 

(AA) @ 8pm       

 Messenger 

Deadline 

    

 

 

16 

17  Worship                 

@ 9:30 am                  

Sunday School           

@ 10:45 am          

18 19 Al-Anon           

10 a.m.- noon       

Bells @ 6:30 pm      

Boy Scouts           

@ 7 pm                    

20 AA: 6-8 pm        

4-H Cake Deco-

rating @ 6 pm            

Praise Power      

@ 6:30 pm            

Choir                         

@ 7:30 pm 

       

21  All Commit-

tees @ 6:30 pm         

Church Council    

@ 7:30 pm            

 

22 Big Book 

(AA) @ 8pm          

 

 

 

23   

24 Worship                 

@ 9:30 am                  

Sunday School           

@ 10:45 am          

________________ 

31Worship                 

@ 9:30 am                  

Sunday School           

@ 10:45 am          

25 26 Al-Anon           

10 a.m.- noon       

Bells @ 6:30 pm      

Boy Scouts           

@ 7 pm                    

 27  AA: 6-8 pm      

4-H Cake Deco-

rating @ 6 pm              

Praise Power      

@ 6:30 pm            

Choir                         

@ 7:30 pm 

28    29 30 



 

 

 

SCRIP - When you buy you donate to the Church’s Ministries 

Buy your SCRIP cards to use for your every day purchases for food, gas, drugstore items , etc.  -  when you 
use a SCRIP card for your purchases a percentage of the card will  benefit the church.  See Mindy Smouse 
after church or contact her at 857-2066 or e-mail msgmgs@gmail.com.  The following SCRIP gift cards are 
on hand at church and available for your immediate purchase:     

BP  Shell  -  Speedway – Marathon - Kwik Trip - Starbucks- Burger King- Chili’s- Cousin’s Subs            
Culvers- Panera - Chipotle- Cracker Barrel- Red Robin- Subway- IHOP- Taco Bell -  Texas Road House 

Dunkin Donuts  - Pizza Hut- Bristol 45 Diner - Olive Garden - Lakeside Sentry- Meijer                           
Gordon Food Service - Woodmans-Kohl’s- Target- Menard’s- JC Penney- Walmart - Walgreens        

Bath & Body Works - Tinseltown Cinemark                                                                                                                                    

Total for 2015: $2,526.65    Total for 2016:                 

 Pennies for Mission   

 Pennies for Mission is our ongoing project where all of the coins in the collection plate each 
month are given to a special mission.  We are “traveling” toward our 38th mile.  That means 
that since we started Pennies for Mission in 1989 we have sent over $34,000 to missions all 
over the world. 

November Pennies:  The Sharing Center  ($84.94) 

December Pennies:  The Salvation Army 

  January Pennies:  Souper Bowl of Caring for The Shalom Center Soup Kitchen 

 

Clarissa Martinelli, Pastor 

Telephone (262) 843-2525     cell: 847-721-1826 

E-mail: salemumc@wi.rr.com        jsmith.sumc@wi.rr.com    

 clair.813.813@gmail.com  

Website:  salemflamesofgrace.com 

Office Hours: 9:00 a.m.—12: 00 noon Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday                           
Pastor’s Office Hours:  9:00 a.m.—12:00 noon Wednesday 

 

Worship @ 9:30 a.m.   

Sunday School @ 10:45 a.m. (Sept.—May) 

Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) 

EFT allows you to keep making contributions even when you are not able to attend a Sun-
day service.  You can designate how your funds are allocated within the church’s books 
(for General and/or Capital funds).  There are no bank fees for you to pay and there is 
complete accountability of your giving.  EFT is “green”… you do not write a check, but in-
stead electronically transfer monies into the church bank account.  Please consider sign-
ing up for this service.  Forms for signing up for EFT can be found on the table in the entry 
area. 


