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November 2015   

Family Fall 

Fun Time 

Sunday, October 
25 

12:00 noon – 
3:00 p.m. 

Come join us in decorating 
pumpkins, going on a scaven-
ger hunt, making a scarecrow, 
and bobbing for apples. Bring  a 
finger food dish to pass and 
your own pumpkin to decorate.  
Drinks provided. 

 

Looking to borrow large hats, 
overalls, shirts or sweaters, and 
hay.  For all football fans:  nei-
ther the Packers nor Bears are 
playing this Sunday! 

 

A fun time for the whole  

Family!!!! 

Thanksgiving Service 

 A Joint Circuit Thanksgiving Service will be cele-
brated on Tuesday, November 24 at 7:00 p.m. at 
Wesley Chapel United Methodist Church in Bristol 
(Hwy U) 

 

 

 

 

Annual Church  

Conference 

A Joint Circuit 14 Church Con-
ference will be held on Satur-
day, November 7th at 10:00 
a.m.  District Superintendent 
Deborah Thompson will offici-
ate as each congregation in 
the circuit (Bristol, Wesley 
Chapel, Wilmot, Pleasant Prai-
rie and Salem) will be hearing 
reports for their individual 
churches and each congrega-
tion will vote individually on 
items concerning their respec-
tive churches. Join us on the 
7th for a time of decision mak-
ing & worship. 



 

 

 

  
 

 

 

“Then one of the twenty-four elders asked me, 

“W ho are these who are clothed in white?  

W here did they come from?       

A nd I  said to him, “Sir, you are the one who 

knows.” Then he said to me, “These are the ones 

who died in [a the great tribu- lation.[b] They 

have washed their robes in the blood of the Lamb 

and made them white.” Revelation 7:13-14 (N LT) 

Christians works hard every day to make it into life’s Super Bowl…to make heaven our home. Regardless of 
what is going on in your life you cannot lose sight of making heaven your home. 

The Bible says that everyone in the community of faith is a saint. It also says you’re a sinner but that doesn’t 
take away from your role as a saint. Every one of YOU is a saint. You are a S-A-I-N-T! Saint means someone 
that has been set apart in this world to help do God’s work. Our hope and prayer is that God will use each of 
us for good purposes and to increase the love of God in the world. You are a saint because you can reflect 
God’s love to others in this world. You can share the Good News of Jesus Christ, tell the truth, spread kind-
ness, advocate for justice, and help others to stand up for him/herself.  

The air is crisp and the leaves are starting to blow. There’s a tingle in the air. Autumn. Thanksgiving. Thanks -
---giving. Giving thanks day. Will you have a day for giving thanks? For some people, giving thanks comes 
almost naturally. They seem thankful for everything and in everything they are thanking their heavenly Father. 

For some of us, we rush so fast through our day-to-day; we don’t take time for more than a quick thought 
about being thankful. I ask that you stop reading and bring to mind people, symbols, or objects that you are 
thankful for and who have been important in your spiritual journey. STOP (A time of mediation. Don’t rush 
through this. Give it some thought.) 

Each of us have a beautiful collage of people, interesting and special pieces of our lives that we have lovingly 
gathered in the sacredness of our minds and hearts. As you look at this collection of admiration, who are 
these that are represented today? They could represent parents, siblings, grandparents, best friend, ordinary 
folks, neighbors, pet, special blanket, or toy.  

These are they whom we love. These are they who took risks. These are they who were ordinary flawed peo-
ple, worn-out and broken toys, frayed security blankets, but were and are oh so important to the Christian per-
son we have become. These are they that didn’t have supernatural powers or abilities, but showed up, stood 
with us when we needed them. These are they that have shaped our lives and made us what we are as indi-
viduals and therefore shaped what kind of beloved community we are. 

 

 

 

I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you,  

you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.” (John 15: 5, NIV) 



 

 

The Vine continued 

These are they (parents, siblings, grandparents, best friend, ordinary folks, neighbors, pet, special blanket or 
toy) that taught some of you to take risks, so you wandered into Salem United Methodist Church surrounded 
by Christian strangers. These are they that saw wonderful spiritual gifts and talents that were needed for 
Kingdom building, mission work, teaching, leading, or volunteering. These are they that accept our imperfec-
tions, blemishes, and scars – just as we are. So we give thanks for these and those – all these saints – today 
and everyday. 

Who are these? These are precious gifts, treasures in our lives. And it is important to remember and give God 
thanks for them because they remind us to whom we belong and of who we want to be and when we drift a 
little off course, Thanksgiving helps us do a course correction and to practice gratitude that leads to a more 
joyful servant-leader life. 

Let it sink in - everything we have is a gift from God! What are you thankful for this season? Is there some-
thing that starts with the letter “A” for which you are thankful? Next, how about “B” things for which you’re 
thankful? Now thank your way through the entire alphabet. Don’t rush through this time of giving thanks. (Oh, 
I know you can do it!) 

Thanksgiving should be just that – a day to remember and be thankful. God has been abundantly good to us. 
No matter what your situation today – retired or working or a pause in employment – we all have much for 
which to be thankful. Count your blessings. Remember the graceful forgiving hand of our God. Praise God for 

whom all blessings flow. Children of an unconditional loving God - BE THANKFUL! 

If I were to go through the thanksgiving alphabet, I would certainly pause at “Y” to remember Y-O-U! You are 
my family. I am humbled and thankful to serve as your pastor and I passionately treasure building genuine 
and loving relationship with each and every one of you. I am abundantly thankful for you all. I give God all 
praise and thanks for calling me to serve this awesome flock. May God richly bless you this Thanksgiving 

Season with LOVE, JOY, AND HOPE and pour upon you the power of the Holy Sprit! This is my prayer. 

 

A Very Blessed and Happy T hanksgiving 

Pastor Clarissa, M artin, Marissa, Biancha, John,  

Sophia, N icolas, Elizabeth 

Cookie and Hachi 

At Salem UMC, we make no apology for strong preaching,  

sound doctrine and devotion to the Trinity. 

 

 

 



 

 

Westosha Community Senior             

Fellowship Time 

Wednesday,  November 4th  at 10 a.m. 

Program on “Sweden – Return to the 
Roots”   By Eric Sattersten 

Free Bingo and prizes.  

 Located at Wilmot United Methodist 
Church fellowship hall 

 (11425 Fox River Road)  

Call 862-6366 for more info  

(Co-sponsored by Living Waters Minis-
tries) 

 Hanging of the Greens 

 Sat., November 28th 9:30 a.m. 

We will be decorating the sanctuary and 
putting up the Sharing Tree in preparation 
for Advent and Christmas  - come join in 
the fun!! 

Shalom Center Soup Kitchen 

Salem UMC has the privilege of serving at the Shalom Center Soup Kitchen on 
Thursday, October 29th . We make soup, enough sandwiches for everyone to 
take home after dinner and serve a hot meal provided by the Shalom Center to as 
many as 125 people or even more sometimes.  The whole process takes about 2 

1/2 hours sometime between 2:00 and 5:30 p.m. (depending on which you choose - soup or sandwiches or 
serving). There is no cleanup. The center handles that. That is a very tiny gift of your time to provide so much 
for so many. We also donate money to the Soup Kitchen for milk – just mark your contribution “MILK” and 
drop it in the collection plate. If you would like to help make an “Impact on Your Community” on October 29th 
sign up on the sheet found on the information board in the fellowship area..    

 

In Observance of the Thanksgiving holiday the Church 
Office will be closed on Thursday, November 26th and 

Friday, November 27th. 

The Sharing Tree – Coming Sunday,  

November 29 

Because Christ was an unconditional gift to us – 
we share with others. 

Our Sharing Tree provides gifts for local children 
and for residents of Grand Prairie Nursing Home.  
Children’s gifts should be returned unwrapped but 

a donation of gift bags or wrapping paper and tape for the gift 
would be appreciated. Gifts for the nursing home residents 
should be returned in a gift bag  – regular wrapping paper is 
sometimes difficult for the elderly to open.  All gifts need to be 
returned to the church by Sunday, December 13.  Take an 
ornament or ornaments from the tree, (very important) sign 
your name next to the corresponding number (found on the 
front of the ornament) on the clipboard found by the tree (this 
is our way of identifying who has each ornament).  Be sure to 
attach your ornament or ornament number to each item so we 
know who the gift is intended for. Help us show the spirit of 
love and caring to those in need by taking part in our “Sharing 
Tree”. 

November Family Fun Day 

Sunday, November 29 

Learn the Liturgical Seasons with Pastor 
Pamela   - more details to be an-

nounced….. 

Impact Community  

5,000 Hour Challenge  

Our Community 5,000 Hour 
Challenge Has Been Reached – Our new 
challenge is to do 7,000 hours of commu-
nity service by December 31. Keep filling 
out the Impact Community 5,000 hour 
slips and dropping them in the collection 
basket or return to the church office.  As 
of 10/18/15 we have totaled 6,262 hours 
of service to the community.  Can we 
make our new goal?  YES WE CAN! 

Noisy Offering  

On the second Sunday of the 
month our kids take a Noisy Offer-
ing, collecting coins for that 
month’s Pennies for Mission des-
ignation. This month’s Noisy Offering will 
be on Sunday, November 8th . Money col-
lected will to go to  The Sharing Center.   



 

 

You Are Invited to Join Our             

Music Ministry  

All are welcome to join our choirs…one, 
two or all three! Handbell Choir practices 

on Tuesdays from 6:30-8:30 p.m.   Praise Power 
practices on Wednesday at 6:30 p.m.  Chancel 
Choir  practices on Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m.  

Salem UMC’s Website 

Have you visited our SUMC 
webs i t e ,  Sa lemf lamesof -
grace.com? It is packed with in-

formation and awaiting your input! This is YOUR 
website. Visit often and let us know what you 
think. If you have information you'd like to see 
posted on the site such as committee updates 
and events, pictures of church events, or for your 
comments or corrections, please let Sandy 
Jacoby know at skjacoby6@gmail.com or Joanna 
Carlberg at jcarlberg@wi.rr.com.  

 

The next Salem UMC All Committee Meeting night is scheduled for Thursday, November 19th with Commit-
tees meeting at 6:30 p.m. followed by Church Council at 7:30 p.m. 

                                                   

Prayer Corner 

During the month of October we have been praying 
for: 

Family of Liz Mayr                                                                                                                                
Family of Bob Schaedel                                                                                                                
Family of Barry Mock                                                                                                                      
Pat Ring                                                                                                                                               
Pat Stockwell                                                                                                                                            
Wayne Presterl                                                                                                                               
Treston Codd                                                                                                                               
Family of Michael Guest                                                                                                                         
Kathleen Conde                                                                                                                                                 
Pastor Mary Lu Palmer                                                                                                                                  
The Hill family                                                                                                                                         
Danielle Curtiss                                                                                                                          
Family of Margaret Andersen                                                                                                                
Carol     
Rebecca Gracyalny                                                                  
Family of Charles Zettner                                                                                                                                                                      
 

Liturgists for November 

November 1:    Dorothy Heiss                                                                                                                                 
November 8:    Ronnie Verhaalen                                                                                                                         
November 15:  Sandy Jacoby                                                                                                                         
November 22:  Kyle Miskovic                                                                                                                                                                         
November 29: Annette Meints 

Contact Joanna Carlberg if you would like to read 
the scriptures on Sunday morning. 

November Birthdays and   
Anniversaries   

(If yours is missing it means we 
don’t have your birthday/anniversary information in 
our membership program.  Contact Jane Smith at 
843-2525 or jsmith.sumc@wi.rr.com to get added to 
the list) 

Celebrating a Birthday                                                                                                                                                                                                        
3 – Evelyn Kessel                                                                                                                                             
4 – Bill Knigge, David Baird                                                                                                                                     
5 – Ruth Perry, Jordan Potter                                                                                                                            
6  – Tami Hermes, Debbie Andrekus                                                                                                                                
10 – Debbie Gilliam                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
12 – Hannah Andrekus                                                                                                                                                                          
13 – Connie Bevry                                                                                                                                                                               
15 – Alexis Hermes                                                                                                                                                                               
16 – John Roberts                                                                                                                                                                                  
23 – Joanne Simonitsch                                                                                                                                                                         
27 – Gretchen Verhaalen                                                                                                                                                                     
28 – Madeline Rosin 

Hope Garden Thank You  

A thank you to all who helped 
make the Hope Gardens a suc-
cess this year.  Your help was very much appreci-
ated. A special Thank You to the Potter family who 
were there every Sunday to plant, harvest, weed, 
cleanup.  We could not have done without them. 
Also a big thank you to Sandy and Sandy Kay and 
George for their help and many who contributed, 
worked and gave their support. It is hard to name 
them all.  Thank You so much..  Any suggestions 
for next year let me know!!!    

    Ruth Perry 

Addresses Needed by Caring Ministry  

We have a mission to send cards out to people on 
our prayer list.  This mission is part of our caring for 
those in the community and is part of our hospitality. 
Most prayer concerns don't include an address, so a 
card cannot be sent. Please put an address on your 
prayer concern so we can send a card.  If you don't 
want a card sent, please indicate that. 



 

 

The “Messenger” Deadline is always the 15th of 
the month—please have all articles to the church 
o f f i c e  o r  s e n d  b y  e m a i l  t o 
jsmith.sumc@wi.rr.com   The deadline for the De-
cember newsletter will be on Sunday, November 15.  

****************************************************************************************************************** 

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 

To be used to decorate the sanctuary for Christmas (you may take your plant(s) 
home following the Christmas Eve Service).  To order your Christmas Poinsettias, 
please fill out this form and include information for memorials or honorariums.  Cost 
is $12.00 per plant, to be prepaid at time of order.  Make checks payable to Salem 
United Methodist Church and indicate it is for poinsettias.  Orders must be returned 
to the church office by Sunday, December 6. 

 

NAME______________________________________________________ 

RED_____________     WHITE __________ 

TOTAL NUMBER OF PLANTS ORDERED___________ 

IN MEMORY OF ____________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

IN HONOR OF_____________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Looking Ahead to Next Year  – The An-
nual Smorgasbord & Silent Auction is 
scheduled for Saturday, March 5, 2016 

from 12 noon to 5:00 p.m. 

Supporting Our Fellow Congregations With 

Prayer   

Delavan and Delavan: Vida Abundante 
UMC’s, their pastor, Maribel Celiz, and their 131 
members and worshippers. These congregations 
are located at 213 S. Second St., Delavan WI 
53115; October 26 – November 1.  

East Troy: St. James UMC, their pastor, Lor-
rin Radzik, and their 145 members. St. James is lo-
cated at 2945 Main St., East Troy WI 53120; No-
vember 2 - 8. 

Edgerton UMC, their pastor, Barbara Wells, 
and their 171 members. The Edgerton Church is 
located at 112 Albion St., Edgerton WI 53534; No-
vember 9-15. 

Elkhorn: First UMC, their pastor, Lamarr Gib-
son, and their 137 members. First Church is located 
at 111 N. Broad St., Elkhorn WI 53121; November 
16 – 22. 

Elm Grove: Community UMC, their pastor, 
John Wells, and their 731 members. Community 
UMC is located at 14700 Watertown Plank Rd., Elm 
Grove WI 53122; November 23 – 29. 

Evansville UMC, Their pastor, Norman 
Bude, and their 212 members. The Evansville 
Church is located at 21 S. Madison St, PO Box 91, 
Evansville WI 23536; November 30 – December 8. 

 

Youth News 

January 1-3 

YOUTH WINTER RETREAT at Camp Lucerne.  
Begin the New Year at the annual youth winter re-
treat.  The retreat is open to all youth in 6th-12th 
grade.  Registration opens in October and space is 
limited to the cabins with heat and the youth lodge 
so it’s important we get our reservations in early.  
We have been blessed the past two years with 
moderate weather to enjoy outdoor winter sports 
and activities and the heat is on inside and the fire-
places are lit for worship, speakers, large group 
activities and small group time.  I hope you will join 
us this year.  We will also need chaperones and/
drivers for every 4-6 youth depending on the vehi-
cle size.  Afraid you won’t know anyone?  You can 
bring a friend along. 



 

 

2015 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1  Worship                   

@ 9:30 am                     

Sunday School              

@ 10:45 am                      

2 3 Al-Anon           

10 a.m.- noon        

Bells @ 6:30 pm      

Boy Scouts           

@ 7 pm 

4 AA: 6-8 pm  

Praise Power      

@ 6:30 pm               

Choir                         

@ 7:30 pm 

 5 6 Big Book (AA)  

@ 8 pm                

7  Annual 

Church        

Conference       

@ 10 am 

8  Worship                   

@ 9:30 am                     

Sunday School              

@ 10:45 am                 

Visk/Piano Recital            

@ 2 pm                     

9    4-H @ 7 pm  10 Al-Anon           

10 a.m.- noon        

Bells @ 6:30 pm      

Boy Scouts           

@ 7 pm 

11 AA: 6-8 pm  

Praise Power      

@ 6:30 pm               

Choir                         

@ 7:30 pm 

12 13Big Book (AA)  

@ 8 pm                  

  

 

14 

 

 

 

15 Worship                 

@ 9:30 am                  

Sunday School           

@ 10:45 am          

Messenger Deadline 

 

16   17  Al-Anon           

10 a.m.- noon   

Bells @ 6:30 pm  

Boy Scouts           

@ 7 pm             

  

18 AA: 6-8 pm  

Praise Power      

@ 6:30 pm             

Choir                         

@ 7:30 pm 

            

19 All Commit-

tees @ 6:30 pm         

Church Council    

@ 7:30 pm            

 

20 Big Book 

(AA) @ 8pm          

 

 

21 

22  Worship                 

@ 9:30 am                

Sunday School           

@ 10:45 am                                     

 

 

23 24 Al-Anon           

10 a.m.- noon       

Bells @ 6:30 pm      

Boy Scouts           

@ 7 pm                   

Circuit Thanks-

giving Service 

at Wesley 

Chapel UMC        

@ 7 pm 

25 AA: 6-8 pm     

Praise Power      

@ 6:30 pm            

Choir                         

@ 7:30 pm 

       

26   Happy 

Thanksgiving!!  

27  Big Book 

(AA) @ 8 pm      

 

 

28  Hanging of 

The Greens      

@ 9:30 a.m 

29 Worship                 

@ 9:30 am                   

Sunday School           

@ 10:45 am                   

Family Fun Day  

Time t/b/a     

 

30            



 

 

 

SCRIP - When you buy you donate to the Church’s Ministries 

Buy your SCRIP cards to use for your every day purchases for food, gas, drugstore items , etc.  -  when you 
use a SCRIP card for your purchases a percentage of the card will  benefit the church.  See Mindy Smouse 
after church or contact her at 857-2066 or e-mail msgmgs@gmail.com.  The following SCRIP gift cards are 
on hand at church and available for your immediate purchase:                                                             

  BP       Shell        Speedway     Kwik Trip    Marathon    Subway     Bristol 45 Diner   Olive Garden    
Panera      Taco Bell     Dunkin’ Donuts   Pizza Hut    Lakeside Sentry      Woodmans                         

Gordon Food Service Marketplace   Kohl’s    Target  Walmart    Walgreens  JC Penney  Menard’s 

Total So Far for 2015: $1,829.38 

 

 Pennies for Mission   

 Pennies for Mission is our ongoing project where all of the coins in the collection plate each 
month are given to a special mission.  We are “traveling” toward our 37th mile.  That means 
that since we started Pennies for Mission in 1989 we have sent over $33,000 to missions all 
over the world. 

September Pennies:  The Kenosha Literacy Council  ($76.37) 

October Pennies:  The Wisconsin Upside Down Club 

  November Pennies:  The Sharing Center 

 

Clarissa Martinelli, Pastor 

Telephone (262) 843-2525     cell: 847-721-1826 

E-mail: salemumc@wi.rr.com        jsmith.sumc@wi.rr.com    

cmartinelli.sumc@wi.rr.com  clair.813.813@gmail.com  

Website:  salemflamesofgrace.com 

Office Hours: 9:00 a.m.—12: 00 noon Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday                           
Pastor’s Office Hours:  9:00 a.m.—12:00 noon Wednesday 

 

Worship @ 9:30 a.m.   

Sunday School @ 10:45 a.m. (Sept.—May) 

Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) 

EFT allows you to keep making contributions even when you are not able to attend a Sun-
day service.  You can designate how your funds are allocated within the church’s books 
(for General and/or Capital funds).  There are no bank fees for you to pay and there is 
complete accountability of your giving.  EFT is “green”… you do not write a check, but in-
stead electronically transfer monies into the church bank account.  Please consider sign-
ing up for this service.  Forms for signing up for EFT can be found on the table in the entry 
area. 


