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Confirmation Sunday
Confirmation will be celebrated at Salem UMC
during the 9:30 a.m. worship service on May 31st.
We will also be doing a Memorial Service during
our 9:30 a.m. worship service. Rev. Tyrell Winfrey will be our guest speaker.
On Sunday afternoon at 3:00 p.m. a Joint Circuit 41 Confirmation Service will take place at Hansen Park in Bristol. Everyone is invited to
come and help support our Confirmands in their faith journey.

Cultivate & Nurture at the WI UMC Annual Conference
In 2015, Wisconsin United Methodists are Cultivating and Nurturing as
we continue our theme of Live the Fruit of the Spirit at Annual Conference this June 12-15. Prayers of support are asked for the Pastors &
Lay Members from all over the state who will be gathering for the Conference. Prayers for Pastor Clarissa and our Lay Member to Annual
Conference Marci Schultz as they represent Salem UMC at conference.

Salem UMC Imagine No Malaria Challenge –
WE DID IT!!!!
This year, the Wisconsin Conference UMC has committed to raise $1 million to support Imagine No Malaria by Annual
Conference 2015. Bishop Jung is challenging all churches and all
people in the Wisconsin Conference to get involved with Imagine No
Malaria, an initiative to end deaths and suffering from malaria in SubSaharan Africa. The Salem United Methodist Family answered the
call! We pledged to raise to raise $5,000 by our 2015 Annual conference and we did it—As of 5/24/15 we have raised $5,566.35!!

I am the vine; you are the
branches. If you remain in me and I in you,
you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.” (John 15: 5, NIV)

Generosity is the secret to being healthy,
in body, mind, and spirit.
A recent survey revealed that three out of every five households are giving less money to faith institutions. Another 37% stopped giving to the church altogether! The sad truth is that this problem has been developing for a long time, as per-member giving has drastically decreased steadily for the past 44 years. Between
1968 and 2012, giving received for the church decreased from 2.45% to 2.12%.
Overall church membership has declined as well as regular attendance of church members in worship
services. We are experiencing a phenomena referred to as the ‘grazer effect’ — people are not going to
church every week, and the weeks they don’t go they’re listening to podcasts, or watch religious programs,
doing worship on their own, or fellowshipping with people in other ways – sports, family gathering, etc. Church
members are not physically in church as much and consequently they’re not giving as much.
We, dear Salem Family, now have to face our truth – a decline in giving has reached the graceful caring doors of Salem United Methodist Church and we must now face this challenge head on. My Sisters and
Brothers our collection plates are growing lighter and our giving is down and as the summer months are fast
approaching, we will be coming up short in meeting our financial obligations, support of our ministries, missions, and charities.
We are a strong caring church family and financial stewardship is everyone’s concern—not just our
church leaders. Jesus enjoined all believers to give generously according to their conscience, out of their
riches or poverty, in obedience to the Great Commission (preach the gospel) and the Great Commandment
(love your neighbor).
Stewardship - “taking God’s resources—which is time, talents, finance, treasures, relationships, influence—and using it for His purposes because everything “I” have has come from Him.” This life message and
life calling should resonate to each of us. God has given us everything, “I am” a steward over everything, and
“I” want to use everything God has given me to accomplish His plans and purposes. Finance is a piece of
that, but so is time, so are relationships, so is influence, so is truth which God has given us. “I’m” a steward
over everything that God has created.
Imagine that your neighbor knocks on your door and asks you to help him or her move next weekend.
You might eagerly give them your time or you might groan yet do it anyway, or you might say, sorry I don’t
have the time to help you; notice how you feel when it’s your time that is being requested.
Cont. on next page

Now imagine that same neighbor knocks on your door. This time, he or she asks to borrow $100 to
help make end meets until the next payday comes. Does this request feel different? Ooh, money? You want
money from me? Money is strange, and it does strange things to us. We spend so much of our lives in pursuit
of it, collecting it, thinking about it, using it. How much money we make can comfort us, motivate us, or terrify
us. Will there be enough today? This month? In retirement?
Sadly, money defines us. Are we poor? Middle class? Rich? We’re afraid our money will get lost or
stolen. We want to keep our money, and we’re afraid someone will take advantage of us because we have
money and/or use our money inappropriately. Oh, the ways money influences our lives, thoughts, and
choices. Salem Family, there is only one way to lessen the power money holds over us, and that is to be a
good steward of it.
A good steward of money acknowledges that money doesn’t belong to you. You are going to die. And
you can’t take it with you. So, really, you are the temporary steward of money, and your job is to care for it
and use it while you have it. Recognize that money is a tool used to provide for and support the things you
love. It helps you realize that money doesn’t define who you are. Your actions define who you are and how
you use your money is an action that defines you.
The joy of giving has declined because churches still treat people as if they are living in “hard times”
— even when they are not. “The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life,
and have it abundantly.” John 10:10 These time appear hard because people want to take better vacations;
they want to get more or better cars; they want to have more of their wants; they want more years on earth.
Because of our desire for these earthly pleasures and the premise that there is always tomorrow, it’s
easy to take what you have committed to God (time, talents, finance, treasures, relationships, influence) and
use it for other earthly pleasures. This behavior is justified with the reassurance - some day. Some day - I'll
have more time and money; some day - I'll get on a committee, volunteer to teach, speak, sing, or get involved with a ministry or mission. Yes, some day. One day real soon my finances will be better and I will give
back all that I meant to give to God to help Him do His work here on earth. But it doesn't work that way. There
is no perfect someday.
Do not boast about tomorrow, for you do not know what a day may bring. Let another praise you, and
not your own mouth— a stranger, and not your own lips. Proverbs 27: 1-2
But you can do something right now! You can have a major impact in the life of Salem United Methodist Church and relish the privilege to make a difference and bless the life of others through our church’s ministries and missions. Be completely transformed into not just being a person who gives generously, but more
importantly into a person who is living generously – a person who reflect an open-hearted, open-minded and
open-handed life.
Financial stewardship is but a mere part of our call to “STEWARDSHIP”, yet it is vital to our ability to
support and carry out our ministries, missions, and daily functions of Salem United Methodist Church.
Churches struggle with how to talk about finances, not realizing that churches must teach, be a living example, and communicate about how a relationship with God involves monetary giving. Generous giving is not in
the method someone uses to give but the fact that they are faithful in their giving.
As a reminder, our Finance Committee has several options available to assist in being faithful in your
generous giving to the Lord’s work. It includes: online giving, electronic funds transfers, or offering envelopes.
Please revisit, adjust, or commit to your Stewardship Campaign Pledge, your weekly/monthly generous giving, your children and youth weekly/monthly generous giving (our children and youth will follow our example)
as well as your much needed, anticipated, and desired God given gifts (time, talents, treasures, relationships,
influence). Pastor Clarissa, Finance Committee, or Lay Leadership is available and excited to motivate each
of you to leap forward in your ability to inspire people, transform lives, embrace your gifts, and increase your
giving to your church, its ministries, missions, and the Western Kenosha communities. To God be the Glory!

A PERSON WHO LIVES GENEROUSLY ALWAYS GIVES GENEROUSLY.
Don’t be selfish; don’t try to impress others. Be humble,
thinking of others as better than yourselves. Philippians 2:3

PASTOR CLARISSA
At Salem UMC, we make no apology for strong preaching,
sound doctrine and devotion to the Trinity.
*Certain portion of this newsletter article was adapted

From Our Family To Yours
My dearest Salem Family and Friends,
Thank each of you from the depth of our hearts! Martin, Biancha, Sophia, Nicolas, my brothers, Eric
and Anthony, a host of family and friends and the United States Navy, humbly extend our sincerest
appreciation and gratitude for the expressions of love, caring, and support showered upon our families during the passing of our Daughter, Interior Communications (Surface Warfare Specialist) Third
Class Marissa Nichole Martinelli and my Dad, Reverend Willie F. Griffin.
No words can begin to express our 'heartfelt thanks' for your kindness, love,
and thoughtfulness during these life-changing periods of our lives. The warm
and gentle care each of you provided were my source of strength and courage and will be my guide for the continued journey of morning and grief I/we
will bear.
Marissa, the source of immeasurable “JOY” for Martin, the Kids, the United
States Navy, our entire family and me. Long before Marissa was born, she
was deeply, intensely, passionately, unconditionally loved. She will always be our most precious
treasure, the apple of her Dad’s Martin eye, his Alaska Gold, his “Rissa”.
The loss of my Daddy produced a complicated form of grief and loss. The emptiness created by his
death quickly filled with me with ― sadness mixed with relief and affection mixed with humble appreciation that I was his daughter. During his last week, Daddy found joy and pleasure being with his
family, his sense of humor, his kindness, his faith― all of these things reemerged stronger than
ever. I truly realize and recognize how much of him has seeped into me. I love you Daddy.
Pastor Clarissa, Martin
Biancha, Sophia, and Nicolas

Music Ministry
Chancel Choir and Handbells are taking a summer
break – thank you for sharing your musical talents
with us this past year and we look forward to hearing both of you in the fall.
Praise Power will continue to practice through the
summer on Wednesday evenings at 6:30 p.m.

Liturgists for June
June 7:
June 14: Debbie Gilliam
June 21:
June 28:
Contact Joanna Carlberg if you would like to read the
scriptures on Sunday morning.

Prayer Corner
During the month of May we have been praying
for:
Lynn H.
Mary Jane Bandt
Victims of Nepal earthquake
Wayne Ashburn
Emma
Family of Kassel Sauceda
Family of Rev. Willie F. Griffin
Family of Carol Benes
Family of David Conrad
Family of Lisa Verhasselt
Tony Scalfaro
Marge Coari
Family of Marlene Curtiss
Hein Vanderdussen
Terry Saunders

You are cordially invited to
Picnic in the Country
with Al-Anon
Saturday, June 6th, 2015
12:00-3:00 p.m.
at Salem United Methodist Church
25130 85th Street, Salem, WI
Fellowship, Fun and Food!
($3 suggested donation)

Big Book (AA) Open Meeting
Friday, June 19 beginning at 7:00 p.m. Once a year
the public is invited to come and learn about the Alcoholics Anonymous program and how to invite
those who personally need to receive help from AA
to become part of the program

Celebrate!
Hunter Hermes High School Graduation
Sunday, June 7
5-7 pm – Mexican buffet
Hermes home – 23201 111th Pl, Trevor WI 53179

Sunday School Year End
Wrap Up Party
Sunday June 7th @ 10:45 a.m.

Hope Gardens: Harvested produce
will serve our community and our
local food pantries. In order to support this ministry we are looking for
donations of the following items:

Tomato plants (with tomato
cage)

Pepper plants

Bags of planting soil to ‘top off’ the raised
beds that are low

Used garden tools that you are no longer
using that can be kept ‘on site’ for working in the
garden (this can include: shovels, hoes, spade,
hand tools, gloves, etc.)

Money donation of any amount to supplement
Due to the time urgency (the need to plant
quickly) – we would ask that donations be
brought to church ASAP. Thank you!

The entire Salem church family is welcomed
Please email if you can make it –
sthbadger@wi.rr.com
Need a count for food!!!

Westosha Community Senior Fellowship
Time
Wednesday, June 3rd @ 10:00 a.m.
Program will be by Georgia Rae Mussard
State Champion Fiddle Player
Free Bingo and prizes.
Located at Wilmot United Methodist Church fellowship hall
(11425 Fox River Road)
Call 862-6366 for more info
(Co-sponsored by Living Waters Ministries)

The “Messenger” Deadline is always the 15th of the
month—please have all articles to the church office or
send by email to jsmith.sumc@wi.rr.com The deadline
for the July newsletter will be on Monday, June 15.

The next All Committee Meeting night is scheduled for Thursday, June 18th with Committees
meeting at 6:30 p.m. followed by Church Council at 7:30 p.m.

June Birthdays and
Anniversaries
(If yours is missing it means we don’t
have your birthday/anniversary information in our membership program.
Contact Jane Smith at 843-2525 or
jsmith.sumc@wi.rr.com to get added to the list)
Celebrating a Birthday
2– Jessica Meisinger
11- Jon Neumann
12 – Dale Merrill
14 – Jim Smith
22 – Rick Carlberg
Celebrating an Anniversary
9 – Don & Evelyn Kessel
13- John & Linda Roberts
15 – Dale & Grace Merrill

VBS: Earthcraft – “Building Green
Habits for God’s Creation”
The United Methodist Churches of
Circuit 41 and Living Waters Ministries
invite you to join them for an ecologythemed Vacation Bible School, hosted by Salem UMC.
Learn how to be good stewards of God’s awesome
creation through songs and stories, games, crafts and
science projects. The program will run from August 37 from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Lunch will be provided
and before and after care will be available from 7:009:00 am and from 2:00-5:00 pm. Please register early
to guarantee your participation in the program! A field
trip to the Eco-justice Center in Racine is planned for
the last day. A nominal donation of $5 per child ($10
per family maximum) is recommended to help cover
the cost of materials. For families needing before and
after care, the suggested donation is $2 per child, per
session. The cost of the trip to the Eco-justice Center
is $10 per child. Scholarships are available. For more
information email: vacationbibleschool41@gmail.com
or call 262-748-2714
For the 2015 VBS we will have an Opening, five Creation Stations, lunch and a
Closing. The Creation Stations will include
Arts & Crafts, Science, Games, Outdoors &
Nature, and Story Time. Each station will
have an activity that will tie into the gospel
lesson taught during the opening and re-iterated in the
closing of each day. In order for us to provide these
activities we are asking for volunteers who are willing
to be adult mentors in creating the activities for each
day in each station. The adult mentor for helping to
create the activity for each day does NOT have to be
at VBS on August 3rd through the 7th. We only ask that
you work with one of the youth leaders to organize the
activity for each day. There is a sign up sheet in the
fellowship area listing activities with a place to sign up
if you are willing to help organize and work with a
youth leader.

Impact Community 5,000 Hour Challenge
The challenge is to do 5,000 hours of community service by the end of the year. Fill out your
Impact Community slips found in your weekly
bulletin and drop it in the collection plate or return to the church office. Impact Community
slips can also be found in the workroom office.
As of 5/24/15 we have totaled 2,468 hours of
service to the community.

From the VBS creation station leaders:
Here is a list of recycled items our creation station
and design team are requesting so far. Please do
not go to the store and buy any of these items, we
are focusing on being good stewards of creation
through reduce, reuse and recycle. Before
throwing a way or recycling an item please consider if it has some use left in it. If it had none
toxic items in it, can be cleaned and donated for
VBS?
Boxes, boxes and more boxes (cereal, shoe, amazon and more. If it is made of cardboard and a
box and clean we’ll take it)
Cans or bottles and other clean recyclable containers of varied sizes
Clean milk jugs/containers and clean juice bottles/
containers
2 liter soda bottles - clean (being requested by 3
groups so we need a lot)
Paper or plastic cups (clean)
Paint (various colors – you may have some left
over from home projects or left over art supplies or
school supplies it will be used to for scenery decorations, crafts, games)
Plastic bags (Pastor Pamela has hundreds but we
can recycle any excess)
Potting soil
Our Story/Reading creation station needs items
may be found in your churches or left over school
supplies found in your kids back backs when summer break begins. Please do not go to the store
to buy these items until we know that they are otherwise unavailable.
White 9x12 construction paper
Glue sticks
Simple white paper plates
BIBLES to give away: The children will be using
bibles throughout the week. Some children who
come from the community may not have their own
bible. If you have a clean unused bible in your
home that would be suitable for a child 5-12
please consider donating it so all the children who
attend VBS have their very own bible. Common
translations that are easy for kids to read and that
we will use during large group activities are NRSV
(New Revised Standard Version) and CEV
(Common English Version) but NIV (New International Version) is also very readable. We will however accept any donation.

Living Waters and IGNITE 41 Youth News and Announcements from Pastor Pamela
IGNITE 41 Youth
Appalachian service project - Summer 2016. We will be having an informational meeting in early to mid July for Appalachian service project. Please watch your bulletins and emails for a firm date, location and time. All youth currently
in 7th grade who will be 14 by the Summer of 2016 will be eligible to attend. The cost will be $350 per person with a deposit $50 per person due Oct 30th. We will do fund raising throughout the year to offset the cost.
Imagine NO Malaria Rummage sale – June 5-6th. The youth will be having a rummage sale to raise funds for Imagine
No Malaria. The sale will be held at Pastor Pamela’s house 11224 63 rd Ave, Pleasant Prairie and will be part of a larger
neighborhood event so we should have plenty of customers and advertising. We will keep it simple. Items to donate are
books, games, toys, kid’s cloths, small appliances or functional houseware items, tools and gardening supplies as these
sell well. We will also take items for a small bake sale. Living Waters will match up to $500 all month IGNITE 41 youth
raise. Please contact me, Pastor Pamela at LivingWaters@wi.rr.com, 262-764-1538 or 262-496-2292 (text) if you have
items to donate or can help set up Thursday evening or help at the sale Friday anytime between 7:30-3:30 or Saturday
7:30-3:30.
High Way Clean Up July 19th. All are invited to join Bristol UMC for Highway Clean up on July 19 th. If there are youth
who would like to participate in this important service project for our community let Pastor Pamela know so we can make
sure to have enough adult supervision.
WORK CAMP August 9-12 2015: Youth currently in 5th-11th grade are eligible to attend. We will be doing this service
project and camp experience in partnership with the youth of Yorkville United Methodist Church. The cost is $62.50 per
person and includes lodging and food at Camp Lake Lucerne. Friends are welcome. If you are planning to attend Appalachian Service Project this is a great way to gain some experience. Please sign up on the youth board at your church
and let Pastor Pamela know you plan to attend (LivingWaters@wi.rr.com or pgarside@wi.rr.com). A $15 deposit and
signed permission for will hold your space. We will also need at least 3 chaperones including at least 1 male and 1 female. I would like to have a preliminary count July 1st. But the sooner the better as space is limited in the Youth Lodge.
October 24th Honor Flight. In May my children and I had the opportunity to volunteer at General Mitchel airport for the
Honor Flight. The Honor Flight takes our World War I, World War II and Korean War Veterans to Washington DC to tour
the war memorials. Another group of our Veterans will be taking the Honor flight on October 24th. Our youth will have the
opportunity to volunteer to welcome them home and offer assistance as they reunite with their families after a day of visiting the war memorials in Washington DC. More details to come. If you are a Korean or World War II veteran who has
not been a part of an Honor Flight to Washington DC please let me know and I will submit your name and contact information to my Kenosha contact.
Living Waters Spiritual Formation and Outreach
Living Waters VBS – recently an amazing group of youth and adult leaders from Circuit 41 gathered to share a meal
and began planning their activities for the VBS “Creation Stations”. Youth and Mentors will be meeting again on June 7 th,
6pm at Bristol UMC. We will enjoy ice cream Sundaes while we work. Thank you to our Adult Mentors and Junior Leaders who are giving their time, talents and energy. We can always use more help. We still have a need for an adult Mentor to work with an awesome, creative high school youth leader on some outdoor/nature activities.
This year VBS is going green with our attention of the stories of creation found in Genesis 1 and 2 and what it means or
us that “You let us rule everything your hands have made” (Psalm 8:6 CEV). We plan to use a lot of recycled materials. The Creation Station leadership teams have a list of items they are requesting and will continue to update these
lists. Before putting an item in your recycling bin please check the list from you church bulletin. Our greatest need so far
is boxes of all sizes.
Fall Harvest Labyrinth and other outreach events for 2015-2016.
It’s not too early to start planning for our 3rd annual Living Waters Harvest Labyrinth. I am looking for folks that can help
to plan this event for our community. Especially in the area of marketing to better get the word out to our community and
other area churches. Our vision for Living Waters has been to reach out in our community to those who are “spiritual but
not religious”, who have perhaps left organized religion, who have been wounded by the church or have not grown up in
the church but still may be seeking out a way to engage their spirituality outside of Sunday morning for worship. If you
feel a particular call to explore how we can reach out to those folks and plan activities that we can offer throughout the
year please contact Pastor Pamela. A planning group will begin to meet this summer.

2015
Sunday

7 Worship
@ 9:30 am
Sunday School
Wrap Up Party @
10:45 am

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2 Al-Anon
10 a.m.- noon

3 AA: 6-8 pm
Praise Power
@ 6:30 pm

4

5 Big Book (AA)
@ 8 pm

6 al-Anon Open
Meeting—Picnic
in the Country
12 noon—3 pm

8 4-H @ 7 pm

9 Al-Anon
10 a.m.- noon

10 AA: 6-8 pm
Praise Power
@ 6:30 pm

11

12 Big Book
(AA) @ 8 pm

13

Annual Conferenece

14 Worship
@ 9:30 am

15 Messenger
Deadline

Annual Conference

Annual Conference

21 Worship
@ 9:30 am

28\Worship
@ 9:30 am

Annual Conference

16 Al-Anon
10 a.m.- noon

17 AA: 6-8 pm
Praise Power
@ 6:30 pm

18 All Committees @ 6:30 pm
Church Council
@ 7:30 pm

19 AA Open
Meeting @ 7 pm
Big Book (AA)
@ 8pm

20

22

23 Al-Anon
10 a.m.- noon

24 AA: 6-8 pm
Praise Power
@ 6:30 pm

25

26 Big Book
(AA) @ 8 pm

27

29

30 Al-Anon
10 a.m.- noon

Pennies for Mission
Pennies for Mission is our ongoing project where all of the coins in the collection plate each
month are given to a special mission. We are “traveling” toward our 37th mile. That means
that since we started Pennies for Mission in 1989 we have sent over $33,000 to missions all
over the world.
April Pennies: United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) ($77.54)
May Pennies: He Intends Victory
June Pennies: Women’s & Children’s Horizons

SCRIP - When you buy you donate to the Church’s Ministries
Buy your SCRIP cards to use for your every day purchases for food, gas, drugstore items , etc. - when
you use a SCRIP card for your purchases a percentage of the card will benefit the church. See Mindy
Smouse after church or contact her at 857-2066 or e-mail msgmgs@gmail.com. The following SCRIP
gift cards are on hand at church and available for your immediate purchase:
BP

Shell
Speedway Kwik Trip Marathon Subway Bristol 45 Diner Olive Garden
Panera
Taco Bell Dunkin’ Donuts Pizza Hut Lakeside Sentry
Woodmans
Gordon Food Service Marketplace Kohl’s Target Walmart Walgreens JC Penney Menard’s
Total So Far for 2015: $967.03

Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT)
EFT allows you to keep making contributions even when you are not able to attend a Sunday service. You can designate how your funds are allocated within the church’s books
(for General and/or Capital funds). There are no bank fees for you to pay and there is
complete accountability of your giving. EFT is “green”… you do not write a check, but instead electronically transfer monies into the church bank account. Please consider signing up for this service. Forms for signing up for EFT can be found on the table in the entry
area.

Clarissa Martinelli, Pastor
Telephone (262) 843-2525
E-mail: salemumc@wi.rr.com
jsmith.sumc@wi.rr.com cmartinelli.sumc@wi.rr.com
Website: salemflamesofgrace.com
Office Hours: 9:00 a.m.—12: 00 noon Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday
Pastor’s Office Hours: 9:00 a.m.—12:00 noon Wednesday
Worship @ 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School @ 10:45 a.m. (Sept.—May)

