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July 2015   

At the 42nd Wisconsin Annual Conference, Marci 
Schultz (Annual Conference Lay Delegate) and 
Pastor Clarissa presented to Bishop Jung your 
trust and faith offering for IMAGINE NO-
MALARIA in the amount of $6001.35!!!!!!!!! 

We as an ordinary church family came together 
with many parts but one body divinely designed by God for his purpose and to-
gether with the Fruit of the Spirit dwelling in us, cultivating joy and commitment, 
humbly stretched and reached out to do the extraordinary - to do more than we 
ever thought able or possible. Our holy contribution to Imagine No Malaria is a 
powerful and divine confirmation that we can, will, and should do “all things through 
Christ Jesus who strengthens and guides us.” 

With passion and commitment to our goal, we dug deep to raise funds and aware-
ness for this life-saving project and our devotion to: “do all the good we can; by all 
the means we can; in all the ways we can; in all the places we can; at all the times 
we can; to all the people we can; as long as ever we can.” 

I extend to each of you my sincerest and humble appreciation for your journey with 
the church leaders and me. You Are Toadly AWESOME! May God 
richly bless each of you is my prayer. 

L to R Nicole Wilken, WI Conference INM Field Coordinator, Pastor 
Clarissa, District Superintendents Rev. Deborah Thompson 



 

 

 

  
 

 

 

D I SCOVER T HE JOY OF SERVI N G CHRI ST   

AN D 

 WORKI N G T OGET HER T O CARE FOR PEOPLE. 

 

Greetings and blessings for a fun Summer to all! 

I don’t know about you, but this time of year makes me feel that the entire earth is humming. Bees, butterflies 
and hummingbirds flit about; plants and weeds seem to grow before our eyes. There’s energy in the air that 
seems to encourage life and growth. Many of our members work long days to co-create with God, farming our 
precious Hope Garden to produce the luscious food, which when harvest time occurs, will feeds both our 
neighbors and us. I am in humbly awe of them and give each of them our sincere appre-
ciation for their commitment and steadfastness to nurture and cultivate Hope Garden as 

we excitedly anticipate the reaping of the harvest. “Lazy” days of SUMMER? I think not! 

Time. “If I could save time in a bottle”… but there never seems to be enough time to do 
the things you want to do”… as the song goes. Sometimes we are obsessed with time and 
it usually comes under the heading “I NEVER FEEL LIKE I HAVE ENOUGH”. We don’t 
usually wish for time to go quicker but rather that it would please SLOW down! 

As I humbly begin my 4th year as your Pastor servant-leader, the issue of time seems to 

have bore down on me differently. I am thankful and appreciative for the added knowledge, wisdom, and 

steadfast faith that time has afforded me. First and absolutely imperative is the acknowledgement and belief 

that God has called me to utilize my gifts and graces in the ministry of The Salem 

United Methodist Church. So, starting July 1st, we will enthusiastically begin our 

fourth year working together with hearts for God and His Kingdom.    

We acknowledge and applaud the variety of accomplishments, unity, and grace-gifts 
bestowed upon our church, the circuit, and world-wide church this year that are at-
tributed to the strong leadership of our Laity and the partnership between leaders in 
the church and myself. Each and every opportunity has allowed us to recapture and 
celebrate Christ's joy in being in service. Joy? Working together requires it and such 
Christ-joy supplies purpose, wisdom, restraint, and togetherness to glorify God. 
That's the ultimate goal, isn't it? 

      

Cont. on next page  

                

 

 

 

 

 

I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you,  

you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.” (John 15: 5, NIV) 



 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL OUR 

GRADUATES  

AND  

THOSE WHO ARE ENTERING INTO 

NEW LIFE ADVENTURES! 

 

The Vine cont. 

I  pray our purpose, found in Matthew 28:19-20, will once again relaunch our grace, faith, commitment, and 
partnership to each other and reaffirm our call to "join God in His work.” A study of Acts 2:41-47, Ephesians 
4:12-16, and I Corinthians 16:13-14 will uncover five focused priorities of putting Jesus first and a love for the 
Lord's church:   

► The churches were Christ-centered. 

► Proclamation of the Good News of Jesus and God's Word were basic. 

► Discipleship transformed lives and culture. 

► The church engaged community and culture as worship, mission, and specific mission activities like 
 ministry to the poor, unchurched, and dechurched. 

► The church enacted people to build God's Kingdom and people. 

As we look forward to our continued partnership, I’m excited, humbled, believing, and trusting that each of our 
gifts, prayers, and faithfulness will help encourage and motivate The Salem United Methodist Church to arise 
and actively participate in the critical transition from the past into the present and future. Many have already 
logged an abundance of hours (seen and unseen) into this process and I’m confident that at the end of this 
new invigorating conference year, we all will present a wonderful gift of hope for our congregation, Salem 
Community, Western Kenosha County, and The Wisconsin Conference. 

This past year has been exciting, exhilarating and at times exhausting and challenging. As your Pastor, I con-
tinue to learn much about myself, about God, and my relationship with God. I have always believed that when 
good learning is taking place, God is at work. I trust that you continue to learn as well about yourself, God, 
and your relationships with God. It is an honor and a humble great joy to be your Pastor servant-leader and I 
look forward to what God has in store for us in the coming Annual Conference year.  I pray that all of you ex-
perience the blessings of Summer in your own lives, taking time to hear the “hum” of God’s energy in your 

own lives. Listen closely; you will hear it. Thank you for inviting, welcoming, and accepting me 
as your Pastor. May the peace and grace of Christ and the anointing of the Holy Spirit continue to guide 

all of us. To God be the Glory. 

A PERSON WHO LIVES GENEROUSLY ALWAYS GIVES GENEROUSLY. 

PASTOR CLARISSA 

 

At Salem UMC, we make no apology for strong preaching,  

sound doctrine, and devotion to the Trinity.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        * Certain portion of this newsletter was adapted* 



 

 

Liturgists for July 

July 5:  Mindy Smouse                                                                                                                                 
July 12:  Jaden Ouwerkerk                                                                                                                                            
July 19:                                                                                                                                       
July 26:                                                                                                                                                           

Contact Joanna Carlberg if you would like to 
read the scriptures on Sunday morning. 

 

 Shalom Center Soup Kitchen 

  Salem UMC has the privilege of serving at the Shalom Center Soup Kitchen on 
Thursday, July  30th . We make soup, enough sandwiches for everyone to take 
home after dinner and serve a hot meal provided by the Shalom Center to as 
many as 125 people or even more sometimes.  The whole process takes about 2 

1/2 hours some time between 2:00 and 5:30 p.m. (depending on which you choose - soup or sandwiches or 
serving). There is no cleanup. The center handles that. That is a very tiny gift of your time to provide so much 
for so many. We also donate money to the Soup Kitchen for milk – just mark your contribution “MILK” and 
drop it in the collection plate. If you would like to help make an “Impact on Your Community” on July 30th   sign 
up on the sheet found on the information board in the fellowship area – or call the church office at 843-2525 
to get your name on the list.    

Items Needed for VBS 

Here is a list of recycled items our creation station and 
design team are requesting so far.  Please do not go to 
the store and buy any of these items, we are focusing 
on being good stewards of creation through reduce, 
reuse and recycle.  Before throwing a way or recycling 
an item please consider if it has some use left in it.  If it 
had none toxic items in it, can be cleaned and donated 
for VBS? 

•Boxes, boxes and more boxes (cereal, shoe, amazon 
and more.  If it is made of cardboard and a box and 
clean we’ll take it)   • Cans or bottles and other clean 
recyclable containers of varied sizes  • Clean milk jugs/
containers and clean juice bottles/containers  •  2 liter 
soda bottles - clean (being requested by 3 groups so 
we need a lot)  • Paper or plastic cups (clean) 

Paint (various colors – you may have some left over 
from home projects or left over art supplies or school 
supplies it will be used to for scenery decorations, 
crafts, games)   • Plastic bags (Pastor Pamela has hun-
dreds but we can recycle any excess)  •  Potting soil 

Our Story/Reading creation station needs items may 
be found in your churches or left over school supplies 
found in your kids back backs when summer break be-
gins.  Please do not go to the store to buy these items 
until we know that they are otherwise unavailable. 

• White 9x12 construction paper  • Glue sticks 

•Simple white paper plates 

BIBLES to give away: The children will be using bibles 
throughout the week.  Some children who come from 
the community may not have their own bible.  If you 
have a clean unused bible in your home that would be 
suitable for a child 5-12 please consider donating it so 
all the children who attend VBS have their very own bi-
ble.  Common translations that are easy for kids to read 
and that we will use during large group activities are 
NRSV (New Revised Standard Version) and CEV 
(Common English Version) but NIV (New International 
Version) is also very readable.  We will however accept 
any donation.   

 

VBS: Earthcraft – 
“Building Green Habits 

for God’s Creation” 

The  Un i ted  Method is t 
Churches of Circuit 41 and Liv-
ing Waters Ministries invite 
you to join them for an ecology
-themed Vacation Bible 
School, hosted by Salem 

UMC.  Learn how to be good stewards of God’s 
awesome creation through songs and stories, 
games, crafts and science projects.  The program 
will run from August 3-7 from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 
p.m. Lunch will be provided and before and after 
care will be available from 7:00-9:00 am and from 
2:00-5:00 pm.  Please register early to guarantee 
your participation in the program!  A field trip to 
the Eco-justice Center in Racine is planned for 
the last day.  A nominal donation of $5 per child 
($10 per family maximum) is recommended to 
help cover the cost of materials.  For families 
needing before and after care, the suggested do-
nation is $2 per child, per session.  The cost of 
the trip to the Eco-justice Center is $10 per child.  
Scholarships are available.  For more information 
email: vacationbibleschool41@gmail.com or call 
262-748-2714  or registration forms can be 
picked up in the fellowship area at church. 



 

 

 Prayer Corner 

During the month of June we have been praying 
for: 

Scott Thurow                                                                                                                                              
Cameron                                                                                                                                   
Family of Terry Saunders                                                                                                               
Alex Kprouch                                                                                                                                    
Felicia                                                                                                                                                 
Bob Riley & wife 
Sheila Clark 
Steve Hollister                                                                   
Victims at AME church in South Carolina 
Family of Michael Hinds                                                                   
Family of Tom Saunders 

Church Office Closed 

In observance of the 4th of July holiday the church 
office will be closed on Friday, July 3rd  

Noisy Offering  

On the second Sunday of the month our 
kids take a Noisy Offering, collecting 
coins for that month’s Pennies for Mis-
sion designation. This month’s Noisy 
Offering will be on Sunday, July 12th. 

Money collected will to go to The Shalom Center. 

Westosha Community Senior Fellowship 

Time 

Wednesday, July 1st  @ 10:00 a.m. 

Program by Music Students of Diane Olson 

Free Bingo and prizes.  

 Located at Wilmot United Methodist Church  

fellowship hall 

 (11425 Fox River Road)  

Call 862-6366 for more info  

The “Messenger” Deadline is always the 15th 
of the month—please have all articles to the 
church office or send by email to 
jsmith.sumc@wi.rr.com   The deadline for the 
August newsletter will be on Wednesday, July 15. 

July Birthdays &                             
Anniversaries   

(If yours is missing it means we 
don’t have your birthday/
anniversary information in our 
membership program.  Contact 
Jane Smith at 843-2525 or 

jsmith.sumc@wi.rr.com to get added to the list) 

Celebrating a Birthday                                                                                                                                                                                                        
4– Evan McNeal                                                                                                                                                     
7- Annalorraine Eckberg                                                                                                                                 
12 – Lisa Hufnagle                                                                                                                                                         
13 – Jacob Bixler                                                                                                                                                   
14 – Mark Andrekus                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
16 – Danielle Lasco, Thomas Verhaalen                                                                                                                                                 
22 – Theresa Leydens                                                                                                                                                                        
23 – Chuck Pflueger                                                                                                                                                                            
24 – Jack Verhaalen                                                                                                                                                                                                    
25 – Scott Hermes, Mackenzie Bevry                                                                                                                                                
26 – Paul Schultz                                                                                                                                                                                          
27 – Nick Trombley, Peggy Long                                                                                                                                                          
30 – Marty Stockwell                                                                                                                                                                     
31 – George Tures, Ken Bevry 

Celebrating an Anniversary                                                                                                                                                               
6 – Dick & Liz Schultz                                                                                                                                                           
11 – Brad & Debbie Gilliam                                                                                                                                                                   
30 – Keith & Connie Olsen                                                                                                                                                                  

Hope Gardens 

Thanks to all that donated.. Your 
donations will serve our community 
and local food pantries..We now 
have the garden in and have 
planted  beans, carrots, tomatoes, onions, egg-
plant, peppers, squash, potatoes, pumpkins, 
beets, cucumbers and a variety of flowers that 
can be picked for shut ins or pastoral visits..  Feel 
free to wander out by the gardens and take a 
look, maybe even pull a weed or two…
Remember this grant we received was for “Youth 
in Action” ... So any youth plan on maybe staying 
after church on Sundays to pitch in…We are also 
looking at sprucing up the area near the church 
sign..This will now probably be a fall project: and 
we are hoping for donations of bagged soil, 
bagged mulch, preen, and possibly some peren-
nials.  More to follow as we get to that…
Thanks!!!!!     Ruth Perry 

  

Committee Meetings and Church Council 
will not be held in July & August.  If 
needed a special meeting  could be called.  



 

 

Impact Community 5,000 Hour Challenge  

The challenge is to do 5,000 hours of commu-
nity service by the end of the year.  Fill out your 
Impact Community slips found in your weekly 
bulletin and drop it in the collection plate or re-
turn to the church office.  Impact Community 
slips can also be found in the workroom office. 
As of 6/21/15 we have totaled 2,957 1/2 hours of 
service to the community. 

Music Ministry 

Chancel Choir and Handbells are taking a sum-
mer break – practices will resume in the fall. 

Praise Power will continue to practice through the 
summer on Wednesday evenings at 6:30 p.m.  

Salem UMC’s Website 

Have you visited our SUMC website, 
Salemflamesofgrace.com recently?  
It is packed with information and 

awaiting your input! This is YOUR website. Visit of-
ten and let us know what you think. If you have in-
formation you'd like to see posted on the sites such 
as committee updates and events, pictures of 
church events, or for your comments or corrections, 
p lease let  Sandy Jacoby know at 
skjacoby6@gmail.com or Joanna Carlberg at jcarl-
berg@wi.rr.com.  

Ignite 41 Announcements from Pastor Pamela 

 

APPALACIAN SERVICE PROJECT SUMMER 2016 – MEETING JULY 7
TH

 AT WESLEY CHAPEL 7PM 

I write this on the heels of another Annual Conference.  I love the joining of a large group of Methodist from 
across the state for worship, conferencing, celebration and just fellowshipping with old and new friends.  I also 
find it to be a time that reminds me of my own call to ministry and a time to celebrate friends and colleagues 
as they become licensed, commissioned ordained or just move into a new ministry.  On our learning day 
Monday I attended the Youth Lab Session where we explored how to teach Spiritual Disciplines to Youth.  I 
feel almost certain that if I asked our young people if they wanted to learn about spiritual disciplines I would 
receive a few blank stares, some questioning looks and an eye role or two.  However, many of our youth have 
expressed the desire to participate in Mission which is one way we practice the spiritual discipline of Service.   

We have a goal this year to prepare or mind, bodies and spirits for service with Appalachian Service Project 
(ASP) in 2016.  We will have an initial exploratory meeting on July 7th at Wesley Chapel UMC beginning 7pm.  
Breezy Frank from Wesley Chapel has agreed to come and share her experience attending ASP over the 
past several years.  Anyone who is entering 8th grade this fall and will be 14 by the time we leave for our trip 
during the summer of 2016 is eligible to participate.  Yes this includes even our young adults 18-22 who can 
serve as leaders alongside our adult chaperones.  This ASP trip is also for adults who are both physically ca-
pable of the demanding work expected at ASP and willing to walk alongside our youth through a year of 
preparation for our trip and work.  We are especially looking for adults who have some construction experi-
ence.  If you have any questions please bring them with you on July 7th to Wesley Chapel at 7pm.  If you are 
interested in attending ASP as a youth, young adult leader or chaperone but cannot attend the meeting 
please let me know via email at LivingWaters@wi.rr.com or pgarside@wi.rr.com.  

WORK CAMP 2015 August 9-12 

Deposits have been paid and contracts are signed for Work Camp 2015.  We are doing work camp this year 
alongside Yorkville UMC and will be staying in the Youth Lodge at Camp Lucerne.  All youth entering 6th-12th 
grade are eligible to attend and friends are welcome as well.  If you are considering attending ASP and have 
not been on a mission trip this is a great introduction to mission.  Camp Lucerne will be able to assign us jobs 
when we know the skills of youth and adults who are attending. Past projects have included painting cabins, 
repairing and painting benches and picnic tables, dry walling, landscaping, repairing signs and storm clean 
up.  During our down time we enjoy the water front including swimming, boats and canoes, campfires, games 
and devotions.  I am still looking for at least 1 male adult willing to chaperone.  The cost this year is has been 
reduced to $62.50 which includes our lodging and meals.  I am looking for a preliminary count July 1st, please 
let me know by then if you are expecting to attend.  Final counts need to go to Camp Lucerne 2 weeks prior to 
our arrival so they can make plans for us. 

mailto:LivingWaters@wi.rr.com
mailto:pgarside@wi.rr.com


 

 

CHICKEN, SHRIMP AND ANDOUILLE GUMBO 

By. Biancha Silverstein 

Gumbo is a dish that originated in southern Louisiana from the Creole people during the 18
th
 century. The 

dish likely derived its name from either the Bantu word for okra (ki ngombo) or the Choctaw word for filé pow-
der (kombo), which is made from dried and ground sassafras leaves. Great gumbo is a passion with Creole 
people, descendants of French settlers from the Acadia region of Canada (now Nova Scotia), many of whom 
found their way to Louisiana. They insist the key to a good gumbo is the roux, which is made by cooking flour 
in fat (butter, oil or drippings from meat or chicken). The trick is to cook the roux low, slow, and while stirring it 
constantly to avoid burning. The result is a beautiful, deep, brick red roux whose flavor is sure to impress 
even the pickiest of eaters. From there, the sky’s the limit for what can be added, thus making gumbo an eas-
ily versatile and personalized dish for the whole family to enjoy! 

Yields 16 servings: 

· 1cup vegetable oil                                                                                                                                     
· 1 cup all-purpose flour                                                                                                                                 
· 6 large onions, chopped (about 12 cups)                                                                                                        
· 6 red bell peppers, seeded, chopped (about 7 cups)                                                                                   
· 8 celery stalks, chopped (about 3 cups)                                                                                                         
· 16 garlic cloves, chopped                                                                                                                            
· 1 teaspoon cayenne pepper                                                                                                                               
· 1 cup dry white wine                                                                                                                                            
· 1/2 cup chopped fresh thyme                                                                                                                                  
· 6 bay leaves                                                                                                                                                    
· 2, 28-ounce cans diced tomatoes with juice                                                                                              
· 4, 8-ounce bottles clam juice                                                                                                                        
· 4 cups low-salt chicken broth                                                                                                                      
· 4 pounds andouille sausage, cut crosswise into 1/2-inch-thick slices                                                                      
· 3 pounds skinless boneless chicken thighs, cut into 1-inch cubes                                                                  
· 2, 16-ounce packages sliced frozen okra                                                                                                                                        

 4 pounds peeled deveined medium shrimp                                                                                                   

· Minced fresh Italian parsley (optional)                                                                                                             
· Steamed rice (long grain preferable) 

 

1. Heat oil in heavy 13-quart pot over medium-high heat until very hot and almost smoking.  

2. Add flour and stir constantly until mixture is dark reddish brown, about 5 minutes.  

3. Add chopped onions, chopped bell peppers, and chopped celery and cook until onions are soft and 
brown, stirring frequently, about 20 minutes.  

4. Add garlic and cayenne and stir 2 minutes. Add wine, thyme, and bay leaves; bring to boil, stirring occa-
sionally.  

5. Add tomatoes with juice, clam juice, broth, sausage, and chicken; simmer until chicken is cooked through, 
about 15 minutes.  

6. Add okra and simmer until tender, about 10 minutes.  

7. Add shrimp to pot and cook shrimp until just opaque in center, stirring often, about 5 minutes. 

8. Season gumbo to taste with salt and pepper. Garnish with minced parsley and serve with steamed rice 
alongside. 

 

(In loving memory of my NOLA-lovin’ sister, IC3 SW Marissa Nichole Martinelli) 



 

 

2015 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 AA: 6-8 pm           

Praise Power      

@ 6:30 pm  

2  3 Big Book (AA)  

@ 8 pm                        

 Office Closed  

for  4th of July 

holiday 

4  

5  Worship                   

@ 9:30 am                       

6  7 Al-Anon         

10 a.m.- noon        

8  AA: 6-8 pm  

Praise Power      

@ 6:30 pm       

9 10 Big Book 

(AA)  @ 8 pm    

  

 

11 

 

 

 

12 Worship                 

@ 9:30 am                   

 

13  14  Al-Anon           

10 a.m.- noon       

15 AA: 6-8 pm  

Praise Power      

@ 6:30 pm  

Messenger 

Deadline 

            

16   17 Big Book 

(AA) @ 8pm               

 

 

18     

19  Worship                 

@ 9:30 am                   

                  

 

 

20   21  Al-Anon           

10 a.m.- noon    

22 AA: 6-8 pm     

Praise Power      

@ 6:30 pm       

       

23    24  Big Book 

(AA) @ 8 pm      

 

 

25   

26\Worship                 

@ 9:30 am                   

27 28 Al-Anon           

10 a.m.- noon    

29 AA: 6-8 pm     

Praise Power      

@ 6:30 pm       

       

30  Shalom Cen-

ter Soup Kitchen 

starting @ 2 pm 

31 Big Book 

(AA) @ 8 pm      

 



 

 

 

SCRIP - When you buy you donate to the Church’s Ministries 

Buy your SCRIP cards to use for your every day purchases for food, gas, drugstore items , etc.  -  when you 
use a SCRIP card for your purchases a percentage of the card will  benefit the church.  See Mindy Smouse 
after church or contact her at 857-2066 or e-mail msgmgs@gmail.com.  The following SCRIP gift cards are 
on hand at church and available for your immediate purchase:                                                             

  BP       Shell        Speedway     Kwik Trip    Marathon    Subway     Bristol 45 Diner   Olive Garden    
Panera      Taco Bell     Dunkin’ Donuts   Pizza Hut    Lakeside Sentry      Woodmans                         

Gordon Food Service Marketplace   Kohl’s    Target  Walmart    Walgreens  JC Penney  Menard’s 

Total So Far for 2015: $1,145.77 

 

Pennies for Mission   

 Pennies for Mission is our ongoing project where all of the coins in the collection plate each 
month are given to a special mission.  We are “traveling” toward our 37

th 
mile.  That means 

that since we started Pennies for Mission in 1989 we have sent over $33,000 to missions all 
over the world. 

May Pennies:  He Intends Victory ($161.93) 

June Pennies:  Women’s & Children’s Horizons 

  July Pennies:  Shalom Center  

 

Clarissa Martinelli, Pastor 

Telephone (262) 843-2525 

E-mail: salemumc@wi.rr.com        jsmith.sumc@wi.rr.com   cmartinelli.sumc@wi.rr.com  
clair.813.813@gmail.com  

Website:  salemflamesofgrace.com 

Office Hours: 9:00 a.m.—12: 00 noon Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday                           
Pastor’s Office Hours:  9:00 a.m.—12:00 noon Wednesday 

 

Worship @ 9:30 a.m.   

Sunday School @ 10:45 a.m. (Sept.—May) 

Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) 

EFT allows you to keep making contributions even when you are not able to attend a Sun-
day service.  You can designate how your funds are allocated within the church’s books 
(for General and/or Capital funds).  There are no bank fees for you to pay and there is 
complete accountability of your giving.  EFT is “green”… you do not write a check, but in-
stead electronically transfer monies into the church bank account.  Please consider sign-
ing up for this service.  Forms for signing up for EFT can be found on the table in the entry 
area. 


