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Thanksgiving Service
A Joint Circuit Thanksgiving Service will be
celebrated on Tuesday, November 25 at 7 p.m.
at Pleasant Prairie United Methodist Church.

“Noah”

Sunday, November 2nd
2:00 p.m.
Lower level, fellowship area, Salem
UMC – test your Ark knowledge, enjoy
some popcorn. Everyone is invited.
Please invite a friend, too! “Noah”
stars Russell Crowe, Anthony Hopkins
and Emma Watson. Rated PG13 for
violence, disturbing images and brief
suggestive content

135th Anniversary Book
Have you purchased your copy of
the 135th Anniversary History Book?
Orders are still being taken – sign
up in the fellowship hall. Books are
$15 each . Only prepaid orders will
be placed – checks to be made out
to Salem UMC and designated for
the Anniversary Book.

Advent
Begins
Special
Fifth
Sunday
Service
On November 30 at
the 9:30 a.m. worship service we will
be observing the beginning of Advent
and celebrating one
of our Fifth Sunday
Special Services –
plan to join us for
worship and some
surprise fun activities.

I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you,
you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.” (John 15: 5, NIV)

SOIL IS ESSENTIAL TO ALL OF LIFE AND GROWTH
Growth is automatic. All living things grow and if a
church is alive and living, it will grow naturally. The question, if
a church isn’t growing, “What is keeping it from growing?”
All of human life is completely dependent upon and
derived from soil, and yet soil comprises only about 6% of the
earth’s surface
Wendell Berry, an American novelist, poet, environmental activist, cultural critic, and farmer says: “The soil is the
great connector of lives, the source and destination of all. It is
the healer and restorer and resurrector, by which disease
passes into health, age into youth, death into life. Without
proper care for it we can have no community, because without proper care for it we can have no life.” Soil is essential to
all of life.
Jesus spoke to the people in parables to ensure understanding. Two parables: one named the parable of the soil
(Matthew 13:3-9) and the other about wheat and weeds
(Matthew 13:24-30); both concern themselves with sowers
and seeds, harvests and weeds, and most of all: soil.
Jesus explains that there are four different kinds of soil: sun baked path, rocky ground, thorny ground,
and good soil. The seed on the path never sinks in and the birds feast upon it, teaching us that the message
of the kingdom cannot penetrate a closed mind or a hard heart. The seed on rocky ground immediately germinates and starts to grow, but it quickly dies away because there’s no depth; teaching us that at the first sign of
trouble or persecution shallow faith dies away. The seed among thorns will germinate and begin to grow, but
when the burdens of the world and the desire for wealth are the focus, it chokes the seedling faith and it dies
off. The seed on the good soil takes root, and grows, and produces fruit; a lot of fruit.
In the second parable Jesus is the sower and the world is referred to as the field. The weeds are the
work of Satan and the wheat belongs to the Kingdom. The Kingdom of God is full color - dynamic, moving,
changing, and growing, often in ways we do not understand. It’s organic (living, biological, vital) and depends
upon the faithfulness of God. In both parables, God sows the seeds, God prepares the soil, and it is God who
prepares the harvest.
The theme of these two parables is discipleship – one of the vital functions of the church that can keep
it from growing. Yet, Jesus prepares us for this life of discipleship by letting us know that this call is not without its difficulties. However, it is through these parables we witness and lean on the promise God has begun
in our lives and in that God will continue to accomplish this until it flourishes and blooms and serves it’s intended purpose. Paul says it explicitly in Philippians 1:6 “I am confident of this, that the one who began a
good work among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ.”
cont. on next page

“The Vine” cont.
God prepares the soil, softening hard ground and removing stones. God fills the soil with nutrients that
will sustain growth. Over the next few weeks, we will be called as individuals and as a church to consider our
own levels of commitment as we faithfully and cheerfully prepare our soil to commit our tithes, gifts, and talents during Salem United Methodist Church stewardship campaign - GET OUT OF THE BOAT STEWARDSHIP 2014. This passion call to trust and believe will be launched on 3 November 2014 and will enable our
faithful membership of Salem United Methodist Church to support the church's various and diverse missions
and outreach ministries as well as keep the church financially healthy as we fulfill our financial responsibilities.
Just as Apostle Peter's amazing act of faith of getting out of the boat and walking on the Sea of Galilee, transformed his faith, we, Salem United Methodist Church have been called to fulfill our Christ-given
mandate to “make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.” This divine call will require
that as individual believers and as a church body we will move from “church as usual" into the realm of the
supernatural and the miraculous! We are called together with the Lord Jesus Christ to work diligently in the
harvest field of souls, living and loving God’s Creation, and nurturing individual crops by listening to and obeying the word of God as we get our gloves dirty. Believing and trusting in our God who has equipped each of
us to be faithful messengers that will proclaim salvation, manifest compassion, and receive everything God
gives you with grace and gratitude, thus using all these gifts, tithes, and talents for the advance of the Kingdom.
Salem Family, we will need to decide if we can participate and fund missions and projects to save the
lives of the homeless, oppressed, and uplift the people. The message Christ has given us is painfully clear.
We are called to love our God "with ALL our hearts with ALL our souls and with ALL our minds and to love
our neighbors as ourselves" (Luke 10:27). I pray and look forward to seeing how we find ways to do this together.
Perhaps the most important ingredient of growing a harvest is the proper preparation of the soil. Soil
speaks of the ground of our heart. Unless we prepare our hearts properly for what God wants to plant inside
of us, we will not yield good fruit. If the soil of our heart is not “fertile” it will not receive what God plants in
obedient growth.
Ezekiel 17:5,8 says, “then he took a seed from the land, placed it in fertile soil; a plant by abundant
waters, he set it like a willow twig. it was transplanted to good soil by abundant waters, so that it might produce branches and bear fruit and become a noble vine.”
WE, SALEM UNITED METHODIST CHURCH FAMILY, has been called for such a wonderful and refreshing time as this to be servant-leaders with our Lord. His wisdom has been showered upon us and even
though we are ordinary people we are called to an extraordinary calling today. Good soil allows the word of
God to hold fast to it, to sink its roots deep, so that the plant can bear fruit with perseverance. But we have to
fertilize our soil – continuously providing nutrients - God’s Word is like Miracle-Gro – a fertilizer. When we
pray and hear and obey the Word of God, it is like mixing the Lord’s commands with the power of His Holy
Spirit -this is a winning combination for bearing much healthy fruit. But only GOD can truly cause the growth
by providing the right spiritual conditions for us to grow in Him.
Gardening can be very tiring and non-rewarding, so it easy not to get our hands dirty and allow others
to do all the work. This can cause us to get into a Comfort Zone. It is easy to reach a place as individuals
where we become satisfied with the status quo. We so structure our lives to the point that we can almost predict what will happen from one day to the next. For many, this kind of stability provides a deep sense of security and well being, and there is nothing wrong with that. However, it is when this same type of comfortable
living invades our spiritual life that will cause us trouble.
“Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press on to make it my
own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my own; but
this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the
goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.” Philippians 3:12-14
Cont. on next page

“The Vine” cont.
We all are called and must work in God’s garden, in His vineyard while we have the opportunity. It is
NEVER TOO LATE to begin! There is a plentiful harvest, and fertile soil out in the world. Men, women and
children are hungry for the reality that comes from knowing God, and fellowshipping with Jesus. The next
weeks for our Get Out of the Boat Stewardship Campaign are critically important to the life of Salem United

Methodist Church, it ministries, mission, and our call to discipleship. We have "stepped out of the boat of
“ordinariness or "church-as-usual" to obey the Lord's command regarding our church’s call and mission
for 135 blessed years. There is still so much work to be done. We need all of the Salem United Methodist
members to be present and accounted for, to mark your calendars and to be in prayer as we answer God’s
challenge and join together to prepare the rich fertile soil that will reap abundant harvest and enables us as a
church body to GET OUT OF THE BOAT and WALK ON WATER!

Pastor Clarissa
At Salem UMC, we make no apology for strong preaching,
sound doctrine and devotion to the Trinity.

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY SALEM UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
“Many generations continue to praise thy works” Psalm 145:4

Confirmation
Classes
Confirmation Classes will be held once a
month from 2:00-3:30 p.m.: November 30th
at Wesley Chapel UMC; December 21 at
Pleasant Prairie UMC; January 25th at Bristol UMC; February 22nd at Wilmot UMC;
March 22nd at Salem UMC; April 26th at
Wesley Chapel UMC; Confirmation Sunday
on May 31st.

Liturgists for November
November 2: Sandy Jacoby
November 9: Dorothy Heiss

The next All Committee Meeting night is scheduled for Thursday, November 20th with Committees meeting at 6:30 p.m. followed by Church
Council at 7:30 p.m.
Impact Community 5,000 Hour Challenge
The challenge is to do 5,000 hours of community service by the end of the year. Fill out your Impact Community slips and drop it in the collection plate or return
to the church office. We are off to a great start – as of
10/26/14 we have totaled 4,642 ¼ hours of service to
the community.

Westosha Community Senior Fellowship Time
Wednesday, November 5th @ 10:00 a.m.

November 16: Melanie Hartnek

Program on “Cake Decorating” by Jane Bodi (owner
of Bodi Bakery)

November 23: Kim Ouwerkerk

Free Bingo and prizes.

November 30: Marty Stockwell

Located at Wilmot United Methodist Church fellowship hall

If you would like to read scriptures during our
worship service contact Joanna Carlberg

(11425 Fox River Road)

Our 135th (actual) Anniversary will take place on Thanksgiving Day. In a continuation
of our Anniversary Celebration we would like to share…...
5 minutes on Church History which was presented by Rick Carlberg during the worship
service on September 20, 2014
Before I go into our own church history I need to tell a story about Joanna and myself. When we were
engaged in 1976 I went to England at Christmas time to meet her family. On Christmas Eve, Joanna and I
went with one of her friends to one of the oldest churches in Hertfordshire, about 30 miles north of London.
We were sitting in a sanctuary that went back I believe to the 1200’s. I do not remember much about that service – other than the 6 year old boy who looked at me funny due to my American accent, but I have a vivid
memory thinking about the dozens of generations of people who had worshiped in this space, to share their
troubles and celebrate their thanksgivings with prayer.
Think about the many generations who have sat in either of our 2 church buildings – whether it was in
our parking lot or the one we are in now. Some of them are your brothers, sisters, cousins, parents, grandparents, great-grand parents and so on. Our congregation welcomed people who owned the farm land your
houses and apartments now sit on. Before there was a Hartnell car dealership on route 83 there was a Hartnell family that worshiped with us. Pioneering families, such as the Stockwell’s brought stone from their own
land to lay the foundation for our 1879 church building.
From the very beginning we have had shepherds leading us. Do you realize that our church has had
54 pastors or co-pastors? We have been here for 135 years , so the average term of service is 2.5 years.
Some of them were here maybe a month or two. Others, like Joe Mitchell spent 15 years here. Our congregation has nurtured people to become ministers in the faith, among them Jeppe Jensen, Norman Barthel ,
Jean Bartlett and Mary Lu Palmer.
I would love to hear what A. J. Benjamin, our first pastor would say. Our first service was on Thanksgiving Day in 1879. Rutherford B. Hayes was President. No one drove a car to this service. They walked or
hitched a wagon to some horses. Wood stoves heated the sanctuary. Only Sun light streaming in through
the stained glass windows and candles lit the interior.
I do not believe we have a list of those who attended that first service. But, I suspect it included
names like Stockwell, Paddock, Curtiss and Hartnell. Salem was a community, but primarily a community of
farmers. People lived off the land and sold crops to make a living. There was no “West of the I” that dominates our thought about our place in the county. There was no interstate to be west of! The city of Kenosha
was connected to western Kenosha county by a Chicago and Northwestern railway, with Salem’s train station
just a “stones throw” north of our sanctuary – about where the car wash is on Route 83.
Think about the faith it took to build the church that was in our parking lot. Was it an easy decision to
build it? I doubt it. The congregation already had a meeting place, shared with the Congregationalists just a
few hundred yards from here. Was Pastor Benjamin able to convince all members of the church to contribute
funds to start building the church? I doubt it. Did people agree with one another about how the church
should be built? I doubt it. But they worked together to make the building and its ministry happen.
Let’s move beyond the 1800’s. Our church is an active member of the growing Salem community. We
send soldiers off to World War I. In the late 1920’s, as an off shoot of our men’s group, we help create the
volunteer fire department of Salem. We stayed together during the great depression that began in 1929.
Women of our church formed a “Ladies Aid Society” that became the “Women’s Society of Christian Service”,
“Pricilla’s”, “Dorcas Guild”, “Sunshine Circle” and “United Methodist Women”. Their various fund raising activities supported missions not just here in Kenosha County, but around the world. Our youth participated in
the “Epworth League” and sent monthly newsletters to World War II soldiers and sailors keeping them up to
date on what was going on in western Kenosha County.
Cont. on next page

(5 minutes cont.)
We continue our tradition of missions outside the 4 walls of the church building. Our missions have
been local and international. Every 5th Thursday we serve meals at the Shalom Center in Kenosha. We have
brought in recruits from Great Lakes Navy base for Thanksgiving dinners. We have been on mission trips to
Africa, no less than 3 countries, Uganda, Tanzania and South Africa.. and I have lost count of how many people and trips that have been made there, reaching out to help build and improve schools, provide a source of
clean water, give a better life to children orphaned by AIDS and support urban ministry.
Hundreds, if not thousands of dresses for girls, have been made in our church basement and people’s
homes… all delivered to Africa. And that is just the last decade. In 1947 - 1948 Norm Barthel went to Ethiopia on an agricultural mission and later became a pastor.
Throughout the 135 years we have been a house of faith. We come here each Sunday to be a community of faith, supporting one another during the bad times and celebrating the good times. Our focus remains on Christ, who shows us the way. We remain faithful in teaching Sunday School, now fully housed in
our church building – something that was not possible in our prior church building. We have made the building fully handicap accessible with the recent installation of the elevator. All are welcome.
As I browse through our new history book there seems to be a common theme. For those of you who
have seen the book, do you see it? It is food! Our church history includes cooking by some very good cooks.
With our rural heritage cooking is a matter of pride, if not fierce competition at the county fair. Food has
helped us raise money to pay our bills and provide missions. We ran the Beanery (that became the restaurant) at the Kenosha County Fair, sell recipes in various cookbooks, run smorgasbords, and so on. More importantly food is central to our fellowship and we continue this tradition after this service. We get to sit down
and break bread together. There is seating for 160 down stairs. Our table is prepared. The food is waiting.
So, in another 135 years it will be September 20, 2149. I hope our descendants and residents of
greater Salem find us a welcoming place of worship, meeting the needs of its members and the greater community. No doubt we will not have made utopia by then. A community of faith is still needed to help cope with
whatever challenges the world is facing then, right here in Salem, Wisconsin. Let us hope and pray that we
will be serving as a witness to Christ, in service to the community.
Rick Carlberg
The “Messenger” Deadline is always the 15th of
the month—please have all articles to the church
office
or
send
by
email
to
jsmith.sumc@wi.rr.com The deadline for the November newsletter will be on Saturday, Nov. 15.

Salem UMC’s Website
Have you visited our SUMC website,
Salemflamesofgrace.com recently? It
is packed with information and awaiting your input!
This is YOUR website. Visit often and let us know
what you think. If you have information you'd like to
see posted on the sites such as committee updates
and events, pictures of church events, or for your
comments or corrections, please let Sandy Jacoby
know at skjacoby6@gmail.com or Joanna Carlberg
at jcarlberg@wi.rr.com.

November Birthdays and Anniversaries
(If yours is missing it means we don’t have your
birthday/anniversary information in our membership program. Contact Jane Smith at 843-2525 or
jsmith.sumc@wi.rr.com to get added to the list)
Celebrating a Birthday
3 – Evelyn Kessel
4– David Baird
5 – Ruth Perry, Jordan Potter
6 – Tami Hermes, Debbie Andrekus
10 – Debbie Gilliam
12 – Hannah Andrekus
13 – Connie Bevry
15 – Alexis Hermes
16 – John Roberts
23 – Joanne Simonitsch
27 – Gretchen Verhaalen
28 – Madeline Rosin

The Trustees will be cleaning out the storage
rooms downstairs on Sunday, November 23 at
1:00 p.m. They will be tossing out quite a bit of
old stuff. If there is anything that must be kept
please contact one of the Trustees (Todd
Schatzka, Alexey Hufnagle, Evelyn Kessel, Ken
Bevry, Ryan Chelf, Nancy Webster, Jacob Bixler)
prior to the 23rd.

Church Office Closed
for Thanksgiving
In observance of the Thanksgiving
Holiday the church office will be
closed on Thursday, November 27th
and Friday, November 28th

Music Ministry
Shalom Center Soup Kitchen
Salem UMC has the privilege of serving at the Shalom
Center Soup Kitchen on Thursday, October 30th . We
make soup, enough sandwiches for everyone to take
home after dinner and serve a hot meal provided by
the Shalom Center to as many as 125 people or even
more sometimes. The whole process takes about 2
1/2 hours some time between 2:00 and 5:30 p.m.
(depending on which you choose - soup or sandwiches
or serving). There is no cleanup. The center handles
that. That is a very tiny gift of your time to provide so
much for so many. We also donate money to the Soup
Kitchen for milk – just mark your contribution “MILK”
and drop it in the collection plate. If you would like to
help make an “Impact on Your Community” on October
30th sign up on the sheet found on the information

Chancel Choir Practice Temporarily Suspended
Our
new Choir Director had to resign for health reasons. No
Choir practice until further notice. If you know of someone
who could lead the choir please
contact Mindy Smouse or any
SPPRC member.
Praise
Power rehearsals are held on Wednesday evenings at 6:30 p.m. All are welcome – come
and sing praises to the Lord! If Singing Isn’t
Your Thing – Consider Joining the Handbell
Choir. Rehearsals are held on Tuesday evening at 7:30 p.m.

Prayer Corner
Noisy Offering
On the second Sunday of the month our
kids take a Noisy Offering, collecting coins
for that month’s Pennies for Mission designation. This month’s Noisy Offering will be
on Sunday, November 9th . Money collected will to go to the Heifer Project.

Handel’s “Messiah”
Presented by the Master Singers &
Voices of Parkside with Orchestra,
James Benjamin Kinchen, Jr., Conducting
Saturday, December 6 @ 7:30 pm
Sunday, December 7 @ 3:30 p.m.
Monday, December 8 @7:30 p.m.
Frances Bedford Concert Hall in the “Rita” at UW
Parkside
Adults $15 Students $7.00 for further information
call 262-595-2564

During the month of
October we have
been praying for:
Betty Brink
Gunnar Johnson
Dave & Greta Menke
Irene
Brad Gilliam
Kathy Hartnek
Baby Auggie
Rebecca Gracyalny
The Harewood family
Gerald Hoover
Shaunes & babies Haapala
Family of Gerald Hoover
Mary Stockwerll
Tom & Pat Flowers
Edmund Leswig
Helen Andrekus
Family of Judi Adams
Dave Ayres
Cindy Lester & family
Norm Robers
Family of Mike Rubel
Sippi Miller

2014
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1

2 Worship
@ 9:30 am
Sunday School
@ 10:45 am
Movie “Noah”
@ 2pm

3

4 Al-Anon
10 a.m.- noon
Boy Scouts
@ 7 pm
Hand Bells
@ 7 pm

5 Praise Power
@ 6:30 pm

6

7 Big Book (AA)
@ 8 pm

8

9 Worship
@ 9:30 am
Sunday School
@ 10:45 am
Grulich/Fellowship
Hall @ 12 noon

10 4-H @ 7 pm

11 Al-Anon
10 a.m.- noon
Boy Scouts
@ 7 pm

12 Praise Power
@ 6:30 pm

13

14 Big Book
(AA) @ 8:00 pm

15 Messenger
Deadline

16 Worship
@ 9:30 am
Sunday School
@ 10:45 am
Lamar/Fellowship Hall
@ 12:30 p.m.
Visk Piano Recital
@ 6:00 p.m.

17

19 Praise Power
@ 6:30 pm

20 All Committees @ 6:30 pm
Church Council
@ 7:30 pm

21 Big Book
(AA) @ 8 pm

22

23 Worship
@ 9:30 am
Sunday School
@ 10:45 am
Store Room Clean Up
@ 1:00 p.m..

24

26 Praise Power
@ 6:30 pm

27 Happy
Thanksgiving!

28 Big Book
(AA) @ 8 pm

29

________________
30 Worship
@ 9:30 am
Sunday School
@ 10:45 am
Confirmation/
Wesley Chapel
@ 2:00 p.m.

Hand Bells
@ 7 pm

18 Al-Anon
10 a.m.- noon
Boy Scouts
@ 7 pm
Hand Bells
@ 7 pm

25 Al-Anon
10 a.m.- noon
Boy Scouts
@ 7 pm
Hand Bells
@ 7 pm
Circuit Thanksgiving Service
at Pleasant Prairie
UMC @ 7:00 pm

Pennies for Mission
Pennies for Mission is our ongoing project where all of the coins in the collection plate each
month are given to a special mission. We are “traveling” toward our 37th mile. That means
that since we started Pennies for Mission in 1989 we have sent almost $33,000 to missions all
over the world.
September Pennies: UMCOR Disaster Relief ($ 71.75)
October Pennies: Local Food Pantries – The Sharing Center & Twin Lakes
November Pennies: Heifer Project

SCRIP - When you buy you donate to the Church’s Ministries
Buy your SCRIP cards to use for your every day purchases for food, gas, drugstore items , etc. - when
you use a SCRIP card for your purchases a percentage of the card will benefit the church. See Mindy
Smouse after church or contact her at 857-2066 or e-mail msgmgs@gmail.com. The following SCRIP
gift cards are on hand at church and available for your immediate purchase:
BP

Shell
Speedway Kwik Trip Marathon Subway Bristol 45 Diner Olive Garden
Panera
Taco Bell Dunkin’ Donuts Pizza Hut Lakeside Sentry
Woodmans
Gordon Food Service Marketplace Kohl’s Target Walmart Walgreens JC Penney Menard’s
Total So Far for 2014: $1,850.83

Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT)
EFT allows you to keep making contributions even when you are not able to attend a Sunday service. You can designate how your funds are allocated within the church’s books
(for General and/or Capital funds). There are no bank fees for you to pay and there is
complete accountability of your giving. EFT is “green”… you do not write a check, but instead electronically transfer monies into the church bank account. Please consider signing up for this service. Forms for signing up for EFT can be found on the table in the entry
area.

Clarissa Martinelli, Pastor
Telephone (262) 843-2525
E-mail: salemumc@wi.rr.com
jsmith.sumc@wi.rr.com cmartinelli.sumc@wi.rr.com
Website: salemflamesofgrace.com
Office Hours: 9:00 a.m.—12: 00 noon Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday
Pastor’s Office Hours: 9:00 a.m.—12:00 noon Wednesday
Worship @ 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School @ 10:45 a.m. (Sept.—May)

