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March  2014 

Salem United Methodist 

Church 

Proudly presents the  

        “Annual Smorgasbord Dinner 

And Silent Auction” 

Sunday, March 9th        

Serving from 12:00pm to 4:00pm 

        Advanced Sale Prices:  Adults (14 & Up): $8.00 

                                         Seniors: $6.00                                                                                                                              
     Kids: $6.00 (Under 3 are Free) 

  At the Door:  Adults (14 & Up):  $9.00 

            Seniors: $7.00 

            Kids: $7.00 (Under 3 are Free) 

 

MENU: Salad Bar, Homemade Mac & Cheese, Chicken, Roast 
Beef, Mashed Potatoes, 

Vegetables, Drink and Dessert 

Located at 25130 85th Street in Salem, Wisconsin 

(Just West of Highway 83) 

Call 262/843-2525 for questions or information 

 

 



 

 

 

  
 

 

 

THE TRINITY, FAMILY AND FRIENDS 

When we say, “Jesus is Lord,” it means we have surren-
dered our lives to Him and we are trusting that our life and 
future is in His capable and loving hands. We are called to 
live our lives “in him”, which means that we are to be sub-
merged in and saturated by the love of Christ. We are not 
called to live near him, or orbit around him, or use him 
from time to time like a divine vending machine. We are 
called to live in him where our lives have been swallowed 
up by the character and call of Jesus. We are to be rooted 

and built up in him as well, which means that our roots of faith need to go deep into the character and prom-
ises of God. 

 

A tall spruce tree has shallow roots so when the storms come they often topple over. God knows the storms 
will come in life so that is why we need strong roots of faith that hold us firm in the tempest and allow us to 
grow strong for Christ. Someone taught us this faith and the implication is that we will also teach it to some-
one else, so that faith is passed from generation to generation. When we walk with another through difficult 
times this strengthens our faith and the faith of our loved one, because we grow best when we grow with oth-
ers. We are told to “overflow with thankfulness” because in spite of the difficulties in life we have so much to 
be thankful for and to give thanks takes our eyes off our circumstances and puts them on Jesus, where they 
belong.  

 

The words of a song Gladys Knight recorded many years ago, says it oh so well, (You’re The Best Thing That 
Ever Happened To Me) 
If anyone should ever write my life story 
For whatever reason there might be 
Ooo, you'll be there between each line of pain and glory 
'Cause Jesus you’re the best thing that ever happened to me 
Ah, you're the best thing that ever happened to me 

 
Is Jesus the central focus of your life’s story? Is He there on each page of your story? He’s been there behind 
the scenes all along the way, waiting patiently to make His grand entrance!  
 

Jesus Christ will be the best thing that ever happened to you! 

 

My prayer for you is that just as you have received Jesus as Lord, that you will continue to live your life in him, 
rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflow with thankfulness!  

 

Cont. on next page 

I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you,  

you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.” (John 15: 5, NIV) 



 

 

The Beginning of Lent will be 

observed with 

a Circuit 41 Ash Wednesday 

Service 

Wednesday, March 5 at Wilmot 
UMC at 7:00 p.m. 

 

 

The next All Committee Meeting Night will be on 
Thursday, March 20th beginning with Committee 
Meetings at 6:30 p.m. followed by the Church Council 
meeting at 7:30 p.m. 

Lent & Easter Services 

Saturday, April 5 @ Salem UMC:  
“We Met Him”  7:00 p.m. 

Palm Sunday, April 13 @ Salem 
UMC:  Seven Last Words of Christ 
3:00 p.m. 

Maundy Thursday, April 17 @ Pleasant Prairie: 
7:00 p.m. 

Good Friday, April 18 @ Wesley Chapel: 7:00 p.m. 

Easter Sunday, April 20 @ Salem UMC: Sunrise 
Service 7:00 a.m.;  Breakfast 8:00 a.m.  Easter Wor-
ship 9:30 a.m. 

  

When you live this way you will be a blessing to everyone God bring across your path. Any seed planted must 
have strong roots because storms will come. 2014 has already begun with multiple storms that have tested us 
down to our roots but praise God, the roots held. The Book of Psalms says “weeping lasts for a night, but joy 
comes in the morning.”   

 

“Few times in the Christian year call us to reflect on transformational change like Lent leading toward Easter. 
Springtime is lush with rebirth, new beginnings, and new growth. Too often, however, we want to race to the 
Easter Resurrection without fully embracing the Lenten process that leads there. Lent reflects the forty days 
that Jesus wandered in the wilderness — tempted by Satan — in readiness for a ministry destined to end in 
tragedy. Few of us can relate to the level of sacrifice and commitment that Jesus displayed in his forty days, 
yet Lent provides us with an opportunity to deepen our spirituality by engaging in regular discipline from Ash 
Wednesday through Easter Sunday. The wilderness — the desert days of Lent — is the true path toward 
spiritual transformation.”        

 http://www.gbod.org/lead-your-church/lent/resource/time-for-change-reflections-on-lent-and-easter 

 

On March 30, 2014 Salem United Methodist Church will observe Family 
and Friends Day. On this memorable Sunday, we will mark a time in which 
friends, family, and members of the community gather to celebrate the achieve-
ments of the present, commemorate the past, and anticipate the blessings of 
the future. 

 

We’re tailoring this special day to help these special people in our lives feel 
right at home; but as always, they’ll enjoy warm fellowship, great music, insightful message, and a church 
packed with grace and hospitality. We are saving a loving and special seat just for them! Please invite them to 
come and be with your church family, Salem United Methodist Church, on March 30th, FAMILY & FRIENDS 
DAY!  

 

Then Jesus said to the people, “go out into the roads and lanes, and compel people to 

come in, so that my house may be filled.”  

Luke 14:23 

PASTOR CLARISSA 



 

 

One Great Hour of Sharing 

Sunday, March 30 

 

The One Great Hour of Sharing offering, a United Methodist Special Sunday, enables the 
United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) to respond to disasters around the world by covering its operational 
and administrative costs. Unlike other mission programs, UMCOR receives no World Service or other apportionment 
money. By giving to One Great Hour of Sharing, you enable UMCOR to keep the promise that 100% of designated gifts 
will go to support the designated PROJECTS. Please continue to give generously to the One Great Hour of Sharing. 
Your gift can make a difference in the lives of those who are hurting.  Special Offering Envelopes will be available on 
March 30 – or you can give at any time by designating your donation for One Great Hour of Sharing. 

Palm Sunday April 13 - Seven 
Last Words of Christ –                  

a Sacred Cantata  

 

A Circuit 41 Combined UMC Chorus will be per-
forming this program at Salem UMC at 3:00 p.m. 
(please note time change)  We are looking for sing-
ers – rehearsals every Wednesday at Salem at 
7:30 p.m..  

Did You Know That Next Fall Sa-
lem UMC will be Celebrating Our 

135th Anniversary?  

 

Plans are already underway for our cele-
bration. If you would like to help with the 
planning or have ideas to offer contact 

the church office or Pastor Clarissa.  Watch for the an-
nouncement of the date(s) when we will be celebrating our 
135 year heritage.    

 

“We Met Him”  

 

“We Met Him” our dramatic presentation 
of women who knew Jesus will be pre-
sented on Saturday, April 5

th
 at 7:00 p.m. 

(please note date change)  Rehearsals 
will be held on Sunday afternoons (time to 
be announced)  Questions?  Contact co-
directors Connie Bevry & Annette Meints. 

 

Grief Support 

 

Two New Griefshare Grief Support Groups 
are forming at Bristol UMC, 8014 199

th
 Ave, 

Bristol. The 13-week sessions are offered 
for a $15 registration fee which includes the workbook.  
They will meet Tuesday evenings beginning March 4 from 
6:30-8:00 p.m. and on Wednesday mornings beginning 
March 5 from 10:30 am – noon.  Please call the church 
office for questions or if you plan to attend, 262-857-2961 

 

Prayer Corner 

 

During the month of Febru-
ary we have been praying 
for: 

Connie Olsen                                                                                                                                                           
Kili Loper                                                                                                                                 
Alyson                                                                                                                               
Wesley UMC                                                                                                                                
John Forest                                                                                                                                                 
Betty Burdin                                                                                                                                             
Angie Halton                                                                                                                             
Family of Roy Retteinger                                                                                                             
Family of Pam Badame                                                                                                                                    
Mike Rubel                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
Family of Eric Parker 
Grace Mitchell 
John Budz 
Stan & Summer Bochat                                                                                                                                                           
Cecilia Regner                                                                                                                                                                                  
Kathleen Mitchell                                                                                                                                                                    
Family of Matthew Down                                                                                                                                                       
Ellen 

The “Messenger” Deadline is always the 15th 
of the month—please have all articles to the 
church office or send by email to 
jsmith.sumc@wi.rr.com   The deadline for the 
March newsletter will be on Saturday, March 15. 



 

 

.  Impact Community 5,000 Hour Challenge  

 

The challenge is to do 5,000 hours of community 
service by the end of the year.  Fill out your Impact 
Community slips and drop it in the collection plate 

or return to the church office.  
We are off to a great start – as 
of 2/23/14 we have totaled 798 
hours of service to the commu-
nity. 

 

 

Your Plastic Store Bags 

Are Helping the Homeless 

 

Please continue bringing in your plastic store bags 
and leaving them in the basket found in the narthex 
– they will be used to make mats for the homeless 
in Chicago.   

 

March Birthdays 

and Anniversaries   

(If yours is missing it 
means we don’t have 
your birthday/
anniversary information 
in our membership pro-
gram.  Contact Jane 
Smith at 843-2525 or jsmith.sumc@wi.rr.com 
to get added to the list) 

 

Celebrating a Birthday                                                                                                                                                                                                      
7 – Frank Andrekus                                                                                                                                                 
8 – Liz Schultz                                                                                                                                                 
11 – Sheryl Perdew                                                                                                                                           
15– Jenny Weis                                                                                                                                              
16 – Dick Schultz                                                                                                                                         
23 – Jaden Ouwerkerk                                                                                                                                                             
26 – Rachel Bixler                                                        
29 – Andrew Lamar         

                                                                                     

Celebrating an Anniversary                                                                                                                                                                      
26 – Marty & Melva Stockwell 

Welcome &Thank You 

We extend a welcome to our 
new Financial Secretary Marsha 
Isaacson and Treasurer Melanie 
Hartnek.  A heartfelt thank you to 
our retiring Financial Secretary 

Kim Ouwerkerk and Treasurer Sue Grulich for their many 
years of service to Salem UMC. 

Westosha Community Senior Fellowship 

Time 

Wednesday, March 5
th

 @ 10:00 a.m. 

Program: “Community Library Programs and Ser-
vices” by Irene Scherer 

Free Bingo and prizes.  

 Located at Wilmot United Methodist Church fellow-
ship hall 

 (11425 Fox River Road)  

Call 862-6366 for more info  

(Co-sponsored by Living Waters Ministries) 

Share Your Talents – Join Our Music 

Ministry 

 

 Your musical talents are needed!!  Our 
three music groups always welcome new 
members so if you would like to join in prais-
ing the Lord with music on Sunday morn-
ings please consider joining one of the 
choirs.  Handbells practice on 
Tuesdays from 6:30-8:30 p.m.  
Praise Power practices on 
Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. and 
Chancel Choir practices on 
Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m.    

 

 Special invitation to the 
Congregation  Would you like 

to learn the lyrics and new styles 
of music that Praise Power will be 
sharing with the congregation on Sundays?  
Come on Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. each 
week for a chance to become familiar with 
some new music.  

 



 

 

Salem UMC’s Website 

Have you visited our SUMC website, Salemflamesof-
grace.com? It is packed with information and awaiting 
your input! This is YOUR website. Visit often and let 
us know what you think. If you have information you'd 
like to see posted on the sites such as committee up-
dates and events, pictures of church events, or for 
your comments or corrections, please let Sandy 
Jacoby know at skjacoby6@gmail.com or Joanna 
Carlberg at jcarlberg@wi.rr.com.  

 

Socks for the Homeless   

Three garbage bags full of socks totaling 200 pairs were 
delivered to the Shalom Center.  Thank you for your gener-
osity. 

Noisy Offering  

On the second Sunday of the month our kids take a 
Noisy Offering, collecting coins for that month’s Pen-
nies for Mission designation. This month’s Noisy Of-
fering will be on Sunday, March 9

th
 .  Money collected 

will to go to The Shalom Center. 

Liturgists for March 

March 2 – Annette Meints 

March 9 – Nancy Websterl 

March 16 – Jaden Ouwerkerk 

March 23 – Cathy Reilly 

March 30 – the Hermes family 

 

The Souper Bowl of Caring   

On Sunday, February 2
nd

 $67.78 was collected.  When 
added to the January Pennies for Mission total of $97.65 
our entire Souper Bowl of Caring donation was  $165.43!  
The money was given to the Shalom Center Soup Kitchen.  

What do you need this Summer? 

 
* Friendship and Laughter * Challenge and Skills  
* Praise and Worship * Fun and Adventure  
* Exploring and Relaxing * Campfire and Prayer  
* Horses and Nature * Swimming and Canoeing  
* Spiritual Growth * Leadership Development  
There is something special for you and your family at 
Camp. Explore an adventure of Faith, Fun, and Friend-
ship!  For information on Summer Camps, check the infor-
mation bulletin board in the fellowship area or call The 
United Methodist Camping Office  
at 877-947-2276 or visit  
www.WIUMCamps.org 

EASTER FLOWERS 

Easter flowers can be purchased to be used in church on Easter Sunday as a memorial or in honor 
of a loved one.  Please indicate your preference of flowers, the number of plants you want to order, 
and memorial/honor information.  Make checks (marked Easter Flowers) payable to Salem United 
Methodist Church.  All flower orders must be prepaid - or flowers will not be ordered.  Place your 
money or check and this form in an envelope marked "Easter Flowers" and drop it in the collection 
plate or return to the church office by APRIL 6 (Your flower(s) can be taken home following the 
Easter Worship Service, April 20). 

 

NAME____________________________________________________   

 

FLOWER PLANT   COST PER PLANT       NO. OF PLANTS           

AZALEAS        $16.00      ______________ 

EASTER LILIES                                          $11.00    ______________ 

MUMS                                                          $11.00     ______________ 

RIGOR BEGONIAS                                     $12.00    ______________ 

 

IN MEMORY OF______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

IN HONOR OF_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 



 

 

2014 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  .    1    

2  Worship                   

@ 9:30 am                    

Sunday School      

@ 10:45 am            

3    4 Al-Anon              

10 a.m.- noon  

Hand Bells      

@ 6:30 pm       

Boy Scouts            

@ 7:00 p.m. 

   

5 4-H Cake Deco-

rating Class        

@ 6 pm               

Ash Wednesday 

Services at Wil-

mot @ 7 pm 

       

  

6  7  Big Book (AA)  

@ 8 pm          

  

8     

9 Worship                 

@ 9:30 am                  

Sunday School      

@ 10:45 am                  

Smorgasbord        

12-4 pm 

                  

10  4-H @ 7 pm   11 Al-Anon           

10 a.m.- noon  

Hand Bells      

@ 6:30 pm     

Boy Scouts            

@ 7:00 p.m.              

  

12   4-H Cake 

Decorating Class        

@ 6 pm               

Praise Power   @ 

6:30 pm               

Chancel Choir        

@ 7:30 pm 

  

13   14Big Book  

(AA) @ 8 pm   

15 Messenger 

Deadline   

16  Worship               

@ 9:30 am                 

Sunday School      

@ 10:45 a.m.                  

17            18  Al-Anon           

10 a.m.- noon       

Hand Bells      

@ 6:30 pm     

Boy Scouts              

@ 7:00 pm 

19   4-H Cake 

Decorating Class        

@ 6 pm               

Praise Power   @ 

6:30 pm               

Chancel Choir        

@ 7:30 pm 

  

20   All Commit-

tee Meetings     

@ 6:30 p.m.           

Church Council  

@ 7:30 p.m. 

  

21 Big Book 

(AA) @ 8 pm      

 

 

22     

23 Worship                

@ 9:30 am           

Sunday School      

@ 10:45 a.m.                 

________________ 

30 Worship /Family 

& Friends Day               

@ 9:30 am           

Sunday School      

@ 10:45 a.m.                 

 

24  

 

25 Al-Anon           

10 a.m.- noon  

Hand Bells      

@ 6:30 pm       

Boy Scouts            

@ 7:00 p.m.              

26 4-H Cake 

Decorating Class        

@ 6 pm               

Praise Power   @ 

6:30 pm               

Chancel Choir        

@ 7:30 pm 

  

27  28 Big Book 

(AA) @ 8 pm            

29 



 

 

 

SCRIP - When you buy you donate to the Church’s Ministries 

Buy your SCRIP cards to use for your every day purchases for food, gas, drugstore items , etc.  -  when you use a 
SCRIP card for your purchases a percentage of the card will  benefit the church.  See Mindy Smouse after church 
or contact her at 857-2066 or e-mail msgmgs@gmail.com.  The following SCRIP gift cards are on hand at church 
and available for your immediate purchase:                                                             

  BP       Shell        Speedway     Wendy’s     Subway         Bristol 45 Diner    Lakeside Sentry      Woodmans                         
Gordon Food Service Marketplace   Kohl’s    Target                                       Walmart    Walgreens  JC Penney  

Olive Garden   Menard’s 

Total So Far for 2014: $452.67        

 

 

Pennies for Mission   

 Pennies for Mission is our ongoing project where all of the coins in the collection plate each month are 
given to a special mission.  We are “traveling “ toward our  36

th
 mile of pennies. That means that since 

we started Pennies for Mission in 1989 we have sent almost $32,000 to missions all over the world. 

January Pennies:  Souper Bowl of Caring  ($97.65) 

February Pennies:  Leon Holmstrom School in Africa ($84.75) 

March Pennies:  The Shalom Center 

 

Clarissa Martinelli, Pastor 

Telephone (262) 843-2525 

E-mail: salemumc@wi.rr.com        jsmith.sumc@wi.rr.com   cmartinelli.sumc@wi.rr.com 

Website:  salemflamesofgrace.com 

Office Hours: 9:00 a.m.—12: 00 noon Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday                 
Pastor’s Office Hours:  9:00 a.m.—12:00 noon Wednesday 

 

Worship @ 9:30 a.m.   

Sunday School @ 10:45 a.m. (Sept.—May) 

Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) 

 

EFT allows you to keep making contributions even when you are not able to attend a Sunday ser-
vice.  You can designate how your funds are allocated within the church’s books (for General and/
or Capital funds).  There are no bank fees for you to pay and there is complete accountability of 
your giving.  EFT is “green”… you do not write a check, but instead electronically transfer monies 
into the church bank account.  Please consider signing up for this service.  Forms for signing up for 
EFT can be found on the table in the entry area. 


