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December 2013 

All Church Christmas Program 

Sunday, December 15
th

  @ 9:30 a.m. 

Join us as we celebrate Christmas with a program fea-
turing our Music Ministry and Sunday School Stu-

dents.   

Books for 
the Leon 
Holmstrom 

School   

During Ad-
vent we will be collecting new 
and gently used books to 
send to the Leon Holmstrom 
School.  Books should be ap-
propriate for kids ages 3-6.  
Because of the high cost of 
shipping paperback books are 
preferred.  Murry Holmstrom 
has offered to help pay for the 
cost of shipping.  Donations 
toward shipping costs would 
be appreciated.  Watch for a 
donation box………and help 
fill it full!! 

 

Tuesday       

December 

24th @ 7 pm 

The Sharing Tree  

Because Christ was an unconditional gift 
to us – we share with others. 

Our Sharing Tree provides gifts for local 
children and for residents of a nursing 
home.  Children’s gifts should be re-
turned unwrapped but a donation of gift 
bags or wrapping paper and tape for the 
gift would be appreciated. Gifts for the 
nursing home residents should be re-
turned in a gift bag  – regular wrapping 
paper is sometimes difficult for the eld-
erly to open.  All gifts need to be returned 
to the church by Sunday, December 15.  
Take an ornament or ornaments from the 
tree, (very important) sign your name 
next to the corresponding number (found 
on the front of the ornament) on the clip-
board found by the tree (this is our way 
of identifying who has each ornament).  
Be sure to attach your ornament or orna-

ment number to each item 
so we know who the gift is 
intended for.  Help us show 
the spirit of love and caring 
to those in need by taking 
part in our “Sharing Tree”. 

   

  



 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

ESPECIALLY BE A WITNESS OF CHRIST – 

ALL WE ARE AND ALL WE HAVE IS HIS. 

 

The season of Advent marks the beginning of a new church year in which we reflect 
anew on the meaning of the incarnation, ministry, suffering, death and resurrection of 
Jesus for us. In the season of Advent we focus on the coming of Jesus Christ to the 
world in the flesh, in and through the Word and the Sacraments.  

As Christians living in the 21
st
 century, let us believe more firmly and faithfully the truth that God has 

already come to us, is continuing to come to us and will come back to us.  
 
We certainly take time within our congregation and within our families to celebrate God’s coming to 
us on Christmas morning. However, at the same time we embrace the fact that our God who is be-
yond time and space comes down to us in time and space every Sunday morning to deliver the fruit 
of his Son’s crucifixion and resurrection over two thousand years ago through his Word and Sacra-
ments. He comes to us through his instruments: the water and the Word of God, the bread and the 
wine, the mouth of the pastor and the Bible which contains all of God’s promises in Christ.  

In these ways we receive, Immanuel, “God with us,” now! As we live in a world where the evidence 
of the sin, suffering, and brokenness of creation is all too evident, we receive God’s peace on earth 
as he comes to us “hidden” in the Word and Sacraments. We also embrace his promise of Christ to 
restore his broken creation and to completely “reveal” his victory over suffering and death in his 
coming again to us in glory, just as he said.  

The truth that God cares enough for humanity to take on our flesh and share our woes is shown to 

us in the wonderful Christmas story which we eagerly wait to celebrate. Take comfort now in this 

truth as it is made known to you now through God’s Word and his Sacraments. As members of 

God’s church we should equip ourselves to share this good news with others who live among us and 

are confused in their questioning, suffering, and despair. And as you equip yourselves and others 

this Advent season and share the reason for the hope that you have in 

Christ, rest assured that he is coming again soon.  Thanks be to God that 

Jesus leads the way as we follow in faith.  

 

Cont. on next page 

I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you,  

you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.” (John 15: 5, NIV) 



 

 

The Vine cont. 

Twas! the night before Christmas  
and all through the town  
Not a sign of Baby Jesus  
was anywhere to be found.  
 
The people were all busy  
with Christmas time chores  
Like decorating, and baking,  
and shopping in stores.  
 
No one sang "Away in a manger,  
no crib for a bed".  
Instead, they sang of Santa  
dressed-up in bright red.  
 
Mama watched Green Acres reruns,  
While couch potato Papa took a nap.  
Then they both remembered  
the materialistic presents they hadn’t wrapped. 
 
When what from the TV  
suddenly caught their ears?  
Except an ad which told  
of a big sale at Sears.  
 
So away to the mall  
they all flew like a flash...  
Buying things on credit...  
and others with cash!  

 
And, as they made their way home  
From their trip to the mall,  
Did they think about Jesus?  
Oh, no - not at all.  

 

Their lives were so busy                                               
with their Christmas time things                                   
No time to remember                                                                                      
Christ Jesus, the Holy King 

 

There were presents to wrap and cookies to bake.            
How could they possibly stop!  To                                                    
remember who dies for their sakes? 

 

To pray to the Savior...  
they had no time to stop.  
Because they needed more time  
to "Shop til they dropped!"  
 

On Wal-Mart! On Kohl’s!  
On Target! On Penney's!  
On Hobby Lobby! On Zales!  
A quick lunch at Denny's  
 
From the big stores in Kenosha town  
to the stores at the Outlet Mall  
They would dash away, dash away,  
and literally visit them all!  
 
And up on the roof,  
there arose such a clatter  
As the Trustees hung the greens and icicle lights up 
on their brand new stepladders.  
 
They hung lights that would flash.  
They hung lights that would twirl.  
And then they paused and prayed to Jesus, the Light 
of the World.  
Christ's eyes... how they twinkle!  

Christ's Spirit... how merry! Christ's love... how 
enormous!  
All our burdens... He'll carry! 

 

So instead of being busy,  
overworked and uptight;  
Let's put Christ back into 
Christmas and may you’re life  

be filled with His divine joy and His glorious light.  

(Adapted from Anonymous) 

A VERY BLESSED  

AND  

MERRY CHRISTMAS 

 

Pastor Clarissa, Martin,  

Marissa, Biancha, Sophia and Nicolas 

At Salem UMC, we make no apology  

for strong preaching,  

sound doctrine and devotion to the 

Trinity. 

 



 

 

Looking Ahead to Christmas Eve 

We are looking for members who would 
like to participate in our Christmas Eve 
Service on December 24

th
.  Needed are 

speaking voices of all ages and mem-
bers who would like to provide special music.  Contact Pas-
tor Clarissa or the church office if you would like to take part 
in Salem UMC’s celebration of the birth of our savior. 

Christmas Program  

Yes, it is that time of year for the 
Sunday School kid's to present 
their rendition of the Christmas 
Story.  We have been practicing 
the singing of the program during 
our Sunday School Classes.  We 
would appreciate that all kids will 

continue to come to Sunday School to practice and 
then we will have two practices on December 7 and 
14, both at 10:00 a.m. and through every Sunday 
before the Christmas Program on December 15.  If 
you have any questions please don't hesitate to get 
in touch with me 262-716-7924 or email at 
isaacson488@yahoo.com. Thank you.  Blessings, 
Marsha  Isaacson 

Prayer Corner 

During the month of November we have been praying for: 

Frank & Carol Bell                                                                                                                                                                    
Baby Auggie                                                                                                                                              
Jack Smith                                                                                                                                  
Joel Smith                                                                                                                                     
John Forrest                                                                                                                                                  
Rev. Willie Griffin                                                                                                                                               
Emma Griffin                                                                                                                                    
The Rust family                                                                                                                               
Ernest & Lyl Beachey                                                                                                                                           
Jeff Duncan                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
Melvin Miller 
Jana Mitchell 
Family of Lance Duffett 
Family of Virginia Leon 
Herb Holst 
Pastor Grace & family in Philippines 
Philippine residents devastate by typhoon 
Liz Mayr 
Johnnie Schocraft 
Fran Stear 
Mike Darracott 
Jude Hill 
Scott Thurow 
Family of John Kreye 
Darlene Kinnaird 
Ray Curtiss family & foster children 

Impact Community – 5,000 Hour Challenge   

We are challenged to do 5,000 hours of community 
service by the end of the year.  Fill out your Impact 
Community slip and drop it in the collection plate or 
return to the church office.  As if 11/17/13 we have 
totaled 4,712 1/2 hours of service.  Can we reach 
our 5,000 hour goal in 2013?  We’re almost there!! 

The “Messenger” Deadline is always the 15th of 
the month—please have all articles to the 
church office or send by email to 
jsmith.sumc@wi.rr.com   The deadline for the 
January newsletter will be on Sunday, Dec 15. 

Westosha Community Senior Fellowship Time 

Wednesday, December 4
th

 @ 10:00 a.m. 

Program: “Balloon Art” by Retta Michalek 

Free Bingo and prizes.  

 Located at Wilmot United Methodist Church fellowship hall 

 (11425 Fox River Road)  

Call 862-6366 for more info  

(Co-sponsored by Living Waters Ministries) 

 

 

The next All Committee Meeting Night will be on 
Thursday, December 19th  beginning with snacks/
desserts and Committee Meetings at 6:30 p.m. fol-
lowed by the Church Council meeting at 7:30 p.m. 

Ignite 41 Youth Group 

December Schedule: 

December 1: All Youth (and families) 
invited to Pleasant Prairies UMC Pot-
luck & Games following the 9:30 a.m. 
worship service – approximately 
10:30 a.m. till about 1:00 p.m.  Pastor 
Pamela will be PPUMC that Sunday, come join us 
after worship for food, fun and games 

December 8:  Middle School Youth from 6:00-7:30 
p.m. @ Wesley Chapel UMC 

December 15: 6:00-7:30 p.m.  All Youth Christmas 
Party @ Bristol UMC (Bring a snack to share and a 
white elephant gift wrapped for a game – no more 
the $5 or can be something you already own) 

December 22: All Youth @ Kenosha First UMC 
Messiah Sing Along.  Do you sing in choir?  Come 
join the mass choir as we sing Handel’s Messiah.  
Let Pastor Pamela know if you would like to attend 



 

 

December Birthdays 

and Anniversaries   

(If yours is missing it means 
we don’t have your birthday/

anniversary information in our membership pro-
gram.  Contact Jane Smith at 843-2525 or 
jsmith.sumc@wi.rr.com to get added to the list) 

Celebrating a Birthday                                                                                                                                                                                                      
2 – Jenna Egeland                                                                                                                                           
7 – Kathy Eckberg                                                                                                                                                     
9 – Anna Bixler                                                                                                                                               
10– Sippie Miller                                                                                                                                                 
20 – Michael Rosin                                                                                                                                      
26 – Mindy Smouse                                                                                                                                                                                
29 – Doris Raditz                                                                                                                                                                 

Noisy Offering  

On the second Sunday of the month our kids take a Noisy Of-
fering, collecting coins for that month’s Pennies for Mission 
designation. This month’s Noisy Offering will be on Sunday, 
December 8

th
  .  Money collected will to go to Church World 

Blankets. 

Liturgists for December 

December 1 – Annette Meints 

December 8 – Hermes family 

December 15 – Christmas Program 

December 22 – Mindy Smouse 

     December 29 – Melanie Hartnek 

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 

To be used to decorate the sanctuary for Christmas (you may take your 
plant(s) home following the Christmas Eve Service).  To order your 
Christmas Poinsettias, please fill out this form and include information 
for memorials or honorariums.  Cost is $12.00 per plant, to be prepaid 
at time of order.  Make checks payable to Salem United Methodist 
Church and indicate it is for poinsettias.  Orders must be returned to the 
church office by Sunday, December 8. 

 

NAME______________________________________________________ 

RED_____________     WHITE __________ 

TOTAL NUMBER OF PLANTS ORDERED___________ 

IN MEMORY OF ____________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

IN HONOR OF_____________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Church Office will be closed on 
Christmas Day, Wednesday, Dec. 25 and 

New Year’s Day, Wednesday, Jan. 1. 

Share Your Talents  

 Join Our Music Ministry 

Your musical talents are needed!!  Our 
three music groups always welcome new 
members so if you would like to join in 
praising the Lord with music on Sunday mornings please con-
sider joining one of the choirs.  Handbells practice on Tues-
days from 6:30-8:30 p.m.  Praise Power practices on Wednes-
days at 6:30 p.m. and Chancel Choir practices on Wednes-
days at 7:30 p.m.  

Salem UMC’s Website 

Have you visited our SUMC website, Salemflamesof-
grace.com? It is packed with information and awaiting your 
input! This is YOUR website. Visit often and let us know what 
you think. If you have information you'd like to see posted on 
the sites such as committee updates and events, pictures of 
church events, or for your comments or corrections, please 
let Sandy Jacoby know at skjacoby6@gmail.com or Joanna 
Carlberg at jcarlberg@wi.rr.com.  



 

 

2013 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 Worship                   

@ 9:30 am                    

Sunday School      

@ 10:45 am                  

2 3 Al-Anon              

10 a.m.- noon  

Hand Bells      

@ 6:30 pm       

Boy Scouts            

@ 7:00 p.m. 

4 Praise Power   

@ 6:30 pm               

Chancel Choir        

@ 7:30 pm 

       

5 6 Big Book (AA)  

@ 8 pm          

7   Christmas 

Program Prac-

tice @ 10 am 

8  Worship                   

@ 9:30 am                    

Sunday School      

@ 10:45 am                    

9   4-H               

@ 7 pm   

10 Al-Anon              

10 a.m.- noon  

Hand Bells      

@ 6:30 pm       

Boy Scouts            

@ 7:00 p.m. 

   

11 Praise Power   

@ 6:30 pm               

Chancel Choir        

@ 7:30 pm 

       

  

12   13  Big Book 

(AA)  @ 8 pm          

  

14    Christmas 

Program Prac-

tice @ 10 am 

 

15 Worship/

Christmas Program                   

@ 9:30 am          

Messenger Deadline 

                  

16    17 Al-Anon           

10 a.m.- noon  

Hand Bells      

@ 6:30 pm     

Boy Scouts            

@ 7:00 p.m.              

  

18   Praise Power   

@ 6:30 pm               

Chancel Choir        

@ 7:30 pm 

  

19  All Commit-

tee Meetings     

@ 6:30 p.m.           

Church Council  

@ 7:30 p.m. 

  

20 Big Book  

(AA) @ 8 pm   

21   

22  Worship               

@ 9:30 am                 

Sunday School      

@ 10:45 a.m.                 

23            24  Al-Anon           

10 a.m.- noon       

Christmas Eve 

Service @. 

  

25  Christmas 

Happy Birthday 

Jesus!   

 

  

26    27 Big Book 

(AA) @ 8 pm            

28  

29 Worship                

@ 9:30 am           

Sunday School      

@ 10:45 a.m.           

 

 

 

30  

 

31 Al-Anon           

10 a.m.- noon  

Hand Bells      

@ 6:30 pm       

Boy Scouts            

@ 7:00 p.m.              

    



 

 

 

SCRIP - When you buy you donate to the Church’s Ministries 

Buy your SCRIP cards to use for your every day purchases for food, gas, drugstore items , etc.  -  when you use a 
SCRIP card for your purchases a percentage of the card will  benefit the church.  See Mindy Smouse after church 
or contact her at 857-2066 or e-mail msgmgs@gmail.com.  The following SCRIP gift cards are on hand at church 
and available for your immediate purchase:                                                             

  BP       Shell        Speedway     Wendy’s     Subway         Bristol 45 Diner    Lakeside Sentry      Woodmans                         
Gordon Food Service Marketplace   Kohl’s    Target    Walmart    Walgreens  JC Penney  Olive Garden   

Menard’s 

Total So Far for 2013: $2,120.71        

 

 

Pennies for Mission   

 Pennies for Mission is our ongoing project where all of the coins in the collection plate each month are 
given to a special mission.  We are “traveling “ toward our  36

th
 mile of pennies. That means that since 

we started Pennies for Mission in 1989 we have sent almost $32,000 to missions all over the world. 

October Pennies: Women’s & Children’s Horizons ($87.77 

November Pennies:  Heifer Project International 

December Pennies:  Church World Blankets 

 

Clarissa Martinelli, Pastor 

Telephone (262) 843-2525 

E-mail: salemumc@wi.rr.com        jsmith.sumc@wi.rr.com   cmartinelli.sumc@wi.rr.com 

Website:  salemflamesofgrace.com 

Office Hours: 9:00 a.m.—12: 00 noon Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday                 
Pastor’s Office Hours:  9:00 a.m.—12:00 noon Wednesday 

 

Worship @ 9:30 a.m.   

Sunday School @ 10:45 a.m. (Sept.—May) 

Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) 

 

EFT allows you to keep making contributions even when you are not able to attend a Sunday ser-
vice.  You can designate how your funds are allocated within the church’s books (for General and/
or Capital funds).  There are no bank fees for you to pay and there is complete accountability of 
your giving.  EFT is “green”… you do not write a check, but instead electronically transfer monies 
into the church bank account.  Please consider signing up for this service.  Forms for signing up for 
EFT can be found on the table in the entry area. 


