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Annual Church Conference
A Joint Church Conference will be held at
Salem UMC on Sunday, November 3 at 3:00
p.m. Each congregation in the circuit (Bristol,
Wesley Chapel, Wilmot, Pleasant Prairie and Salem) will be hearing reports for their individual churches and each congregation will vote individually on items concerning their respective churches. At the end of the
Church Conference you are invited to the first session of “Producing Fruit”
a Bible study for the people of the Wisconsin Annual Conference. Join us
on the 3rd for a time of decision making, worship, and learning.

Bishop Hee-Soo Jung and the Cabinet have created a "Producing Fruit" Bible Study for congregational leadership teams and small groups. This
study lays a biblical and theological foundation
for shifting our focus in three fruit-producing areas: from scarcity to abundance, from retention of the existing reality to
recruitment for a new and vital reality, and from the deficiencies of our
ministries to the giftedness of all God’s people. (from Wisconsin
UMC.org) We will meet each Sunday in November at 3:00 pm to study
and understand just how gifted we are and how to best use that
“giftedness” to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of
the world. Let us become passionate about bearing good fruit and investing our time and energy in reaching out beyond ourselves and our
buildings. Come and see!
November 3: Salem UMC (study to follow Circuit 41Church Conference)
November 10: Wesley Chapel UMC
November 17: Pleasant Prairie UMC
November 24: Wilmot UMC

I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you,
you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.” (John 15: 5, NIV)

It has been a month since I was ordained a Full Elder. The day of my
ordination is still mostly a blur to me at this moment. My emotions were
high; stomach butterflies kept me from eating and I believe that I was
running mostly on adrenaline. As I humbly continue to make unsteady
steps in this new state, I keep ever present in my mind the words of my
Episcopal leader in regard to the role of a Elder: “to render Christ present in all places and at all times.”
Amid all the celebrating and congratulations following my ordination, the
obvious question that many of you were thinking and some asked is,
“What does it mean to be ordained a Full Elder?”
Elders are ordained to a lifetime of ministry of Word, Sacrament, Order
and Service. By the authority given in their ordination, they are authorized to preach and teach the Word of God, to provide pastoral care and counsel, to administer the sacraments of baptism and Holy Communion and to order the life of the Church for service in mission and ministry.
For me being an elder is just the benchmark that I needed to reach in order to do what I believe that God
called me to do - to be a pastor, servant-leader and most rewarding, to serve as the Pastor of Salem United
Methodist Church. And that’s all I wanted to do all along.
What an awesome blessing that my ordination happened during this very special and meaningful season –
Thanksgiving. At this time of the year, we welcome the Autumn Harvest with the celebration of the simple
pleasure of sharing a meal with others whether they’re family or dear friends. To gather around a table and
give thanks for the blessings of our lives is a gift beyond measure. As members of Salem United Church,
when we gather around the communion table and give thanks for the life and ministry of Jesus Christ, we
know that we are part of a large extended family. Our church family is blessed with strength and commitment
and a diversity of spiritual gifts to share. Yet in the midst of sharing what we are thankful for we also remember in prayer and through the sharing of our gifts, those who struggle to find enough food and comfort each
day.
Thanksgiving is a special time in the life of Salem United Methodist Church and our community partners - we
celebrate and re-commit ourselves to living out God’s generosity. We have much to be thankful for, the love
of family and friends, having enough to share, and the ability to give to others because God gives so graciously to us. We can indeed give thanks for our many blessings, not always understanding the prospect of
the future but being urged on by it.
You will be enriched in every way for your great generosity, which will produce thanksgiving to God through
us; for the rendering of this ministry not only supplies the needs of the saints but also overflows with many
thanksgivings to God. 2 Corinthians 9:11-12
(cont. on next page)

The Vine cont.
November has been designated for Thanksgiving. But we are called to “Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” 1 Thessalonians 5:18 "In everything give
thanks", is an act of firm and clear-eyed faith. Anyone can "give thanks" once a year. The thing that
requires a well-grounded and active faith is the giving of thanks "in everything and at all times".
That means giving thanks in sickness and in sorrow. It requires thanksgiving in pain and times of
deep trouble. In short, it means that you are to be giving thanks no matter what is happening
around you or in your life and everyday of your life. It is that persistent and constant quality that
makes a firm faith so essential.
Rejoice in the Lord always. Every morning, no matter what the day ahead might hold, God showers us with blessings. God is actively blessing humanity over
and over – new grace and new mercy. So how can we have just
one month or just one day of observed “thanksgiving”?
Pastor Clarissa
At Salem UMC, we make no apology
for strong preaching,
sound doctrine and devotion to the Trinity.

Shalom Center Soup Kitchen
Salem UMC has the privilege of serving at the Shalom Center Soup Kitchen
on Thursday, October 31. We make
soup, enough sandwiches for everyone
to take home after dinner and serve a
hot meal provided by the Shalom Center to as many as 125 people or even
more sometimes. The whole process
takes about 2 1/2 hours some time between 2:00 and 5:30 p.m. (depending
on which you choose - soup or sandwiches or serving). There is no
cleanup. The center handles that. That
is a very tiny gift of your time to provide
so much for so many. We also donate
money to the Soup Kitchen for milk –
just mark your contribution “MILK” and
drop it in the collection plate. If you
would like to help make an “Impact on
Your Community” on October 31st sign
up on the sheet found on the information board in the fellowship area – or
call the church office at 843-2525 to
get your name on the list.

Thanksgiving Service
A Joint Circuit Thanksgiving Service will be
celebrated on Tuesday, November 26 at 7 p.m.
at Bristol United Methodist Church.

Impact Community – 5,000 Hour Challenge
We are challenged to do 5,000 hours of community service by the end of
the year. Fill out your Impact Community slip and drop it in the collection
plate or return to the church office. As if 10/20/13 we have totaled 4,325 ½
hours of service. Can we reach our 5,000 hour goal in 2013? We’re getting
closer!!

The Sharing Tree
Because Christ was an unconditional gift to us – we share with
others.
Our Sharing Tree provides Christmas gifts for our neighbors in
need. Plans for this year’s Sharing Tree are being worked out
– watch for the Sharing Tree’s arrival toward the end of November. Details to follow….

Coming in
ber…….

Novem-

The Church Office will be closed for the Thanksgiving holiday on Thursday, November 28 and Friday, November 29

Music! Music! Music!
Looking Ahead to
Christmas Eve
We are looking for members who would like to participate in our Christmas Eve Service on December
24th. Needed are speaking voices of all ages and
members who would like to provide special music.
Contact Pastor Clarissa or the church office if you
would like to take part in Salem UMC’s celebration
of the birth of our savior.

November Birthdays
and Anniversaries
(If yours is missing it means
we don’t have your birthday/
anniversary information in
our membership program. Contact Jane Smith at
843-2525 or jsmith.sumc@wi.rr.com to get added
to the list)
Celebrating a Birthday
3 – Evelyn Kessel
4 – David Baird
5 – Ruth Perry, Jordan Potter
6 – Tami Hermes, Debbie Andrekus
10 – Debbie Gilliam
12 – Hannah Andrekus
13 – Connie Bevry
15 – Alexis Hermes
16 – John Roberts
23 – Joanne Simonitsch
The next All Committee Meeting Night will be on
November 21st beginning with snacks/desserts
and Committee Meetings at 6:30 p.m. followed by
the Church Council meeting at 7:30 p.m.

Your musical talents are needed!! Our
three music groups always welcome new members so if you
would like to join in praising the Lord with music on Sunday
mornings please consider joining one of the choirs. Handbells practice on Tuesdays from 6:30-8:30 p.m. Praise
Power practices on Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. and Chancel
Choir practices on Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m.

Noisy Offering
On the second Sunday of the
month our kids take a Noisy Offering, collecting coins for that month’s Pennies for Mission
designation. This month’s Noisy Offering will be on Sunday,
November 10th . Money collected will to go to Heifer Project International.

Westosha Community Senior Fellowship Time
Wednesday, November 6th @ 10:00 a.m.
Program: “Table Setting Fun” by Glenna Kisner
Free Bingo and prizes.
Located at Wilmot United Methodist Church fellowship hall
(11425 Fox River Road)
Call 862-6366 for more info
(Co-sponsored by Living Waters Ministries)

Sunday School for All Ages!
10:45 a.m.
Every Sunday at Salem UMC

Salem UMC’s Website
Have you visited our
SUMC website, Salemflamesofgrace.com? It is packed with information
and awaiting your input! This is YOUR website. Visit
often and let us know
what you think. If you
have information you'd
like to see posted on
the sites such as committee updates and
events, pictures of
church events, or for
your comments or cor-

Prayer Corner
During the month of October we have
been praying for:
Baby Auggie
Jana Mitchell
Family of Lance Duffett
Jude Hill
Emma Griffin
Family of Joyce Gibbs
Audree Perry
Family and Friends of Kelly Gibbons
Ella Gibbons
Debbie Gilliam

It’s time for another Living Waters Ministries Movie night. On Saturday October
26th 6pm at Salem UMC we will feature “The Way”(PG13) starring Martin Sheen
for adults and Older Youth and “The Prince of Egypt” (PG) for kids, younger
youth or kids at heart.
“THE WAY” is a powerful and inspirational story about family, friends and challenges we face while navigating this ever changing complicated world. Martin
Sheen plays Tom, an irascible (Grumpy) American doctor who comes to France
to deal with the tragic loss of his son (played by Emilio Estevez). Rather than
return home, Tom decides to embark on the historical pilgrimage “The Way of
St. James” to honor his son’s desire to finish the journey. What Tom doesn’t
plan on is the profound impact this trip will have on him. Through unexpected and oftentimes amusing experiences
along “The Way”, Tom discovers the difference between “the life we live and the life we choose”.
Following the movie will be a brief talk with Mark Belokon a member of Wesley Chapel who will share his own experience on “The Way of St. James”. He is especially excited to share this experience with the youth and young adults of
our congregations as they may one day want to take the pilgrimage together.

The
“Messenger”
Deadline is always the
15th of the month—
please have all articles to the church office
or
send
by
email
to
jsmith.sumc@wi.rr.com The deadline for the
December newsletter will be on Friday, November 15.

Your Plastic Store Bags Are Making a Difference!
Please continue bringing in your plastic store bags and leaving them in the basket found in the narthex – they will be
used to make mats for the homeless in Chicago. As of June
29, 2013 - 843 mats have been made from approximately
590,100 plastic bags with 67,440 hours of work in just under
3 years, 5 month. Your donations are making a difference!

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS
To be used to decorate the sanctuary for Christmas (you may take your
plant(s) home following the Christmas Eve Service). To order your
Christmas Poinsettias, please fill out this form and include information
for memorials or honorariums. Cost is $12.00 per plant, to be prepaid
at time of order. Make checks payable to Salem United Methodist
Church and indicate it is for poinsettias. Orders must be returned to the
church office by Sunday, December 8.
NAME______________________________________________________
RED_____________

WHITE __________

TOTAL NUMBER OF PLANTS ORDERED___________
IN MEMORY OF ____________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
IN HONOR OF_____________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________

2013
Sunday

Monday

3 Worship
@ 9:30 am
Sunday School
@ 10:45 a.m
Annual Church
Conference 3 pm
Producing Fruit
Bible Study after
Church Conference

4

10Worship
@ 9:30 am
Sunday School
@ 10:45 a.m.
Thanksgiving Service Planning Meeting @ 2 pm Producing Fruit Bible
Study @ 3 pm both
at Wesley Chapel

11 4-H
@ 7 pm

17 Worship
@ 9:30 am
Sunday School
@ 10:45 a.m.
Birthday Party/Lower
Fellowship Hall @ 1
Producing Fruit
Bible Study @ 3 pm
at Pleasant Prairie
UMC

18

24 Worship
@ 9:30 am
Sunday School
@ 10:45 a.m.
Producing Fruit
Bible Study @ 3 pm
at Wilmot UMC

25

Tuesday

Wednesday

5 Al-Anon
10 a.m.- noon
Hand Bells
@ 6:30 pm
Boy Scouts
@ 7:00 p.m.

6 Praise Power

12 Al-Anon
10 a.m.- noon
Hand Bells
@ 6:30 pm
Boy Scouts
@ 7:00 p.m.

13 Praise Power

19 Al-Anon
10 a.m.- noon
Hand Bells
@ 6:30 pm
Boy Scouts
@ 7:00 p.m.

20 Praise Power

26 Al-Anon
10 a.m.- noon
Hand Bells
@ 6:30 pm
Boy Scouts
@ 7:00 p.m.
Circuit Thanksgiviing Service
@ 7 p.m at Bristol UMC

27 Praise Power

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1 Big Book (AA)
@ 8 pm

2

7

8 Big Book (AA)
@ 8 pm

9

14

15 Big Book
(AA) @ 8 pm
Messenger
Deadline

16

21 All Committee Meetings
@ 6:30 p.m.
Church Council
@ 7:30 p.m.

22 Big Book
(AA) @ 8 pm

23

28 Happy
Thanksgiving!
(church office
closed)

29 Big Book
(AA) @ 8 pm
(church office
closed)

30

@ 6:30 pm
Chancel Choir
@ 7:30 pm

@ 6:30 pm
Chancel Choir
@ 7:30 pm

@ 6:30 pm
Chancel Choir
@ 7:30 pm

@ 6:30 pm
Chancel Choir
@ 7:30 pm

Pennies for Mission
Pennies for Mission is our ongoing project where all of the coins in the collection plate each month are
given to a special mission. We are “traveling “ toward our 36 th mile of pennies. That means that since
we started Pennies for Mission in 1989 we have sent almost $32,000 to missions all over the world.
September Pennies: UMCOR Disaster Relief ($105.17)
October Pennies: Women’s & Children’s Horizons
November Pennies: Heifer Project International

SCRIP - When you buy you donate to the Church’s Ministries
Buy your SCRIP cards to use for your every day purchases for food, gas, drugstore items , etc. - when you use a
SCRIP card for your purchases a percentage of the card will benefit the church. See Mindy Smouse after church
or contact her at 857-2066 or e-mail msgmgs@gmail.com. The following SCRIP gift cards are on hand at church
and available for your immediate purchase:
BP
Shell
Speedway Wendy’s Subway
Bristol 45 Diner Lakeside Sentry
Woodmans
Gordon Food Service Marketplace Kohl’s Target Walmart Walgreens JC Penney Olive Garden
Menard’s
Total So Far for 2013: $1,869.66

Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT)
EFT allows you to keep making contributions even when you are not able to attend a Sunday service. You can designate how your funds are allocated within the church’s books (for General and/
or Capital funds). There are no bank fees for you to pay and there is complete accountability of
your giving. EFT is “green”… you do not write a check, but instead electronically transfer monies
into the church bank account. Please consider signing up for this service. Forms for signing up for
EFT can be found on the table in the entry area.

Clarissa Martinelli, Pastor
Telephone (262) 843-2525
E-mail: salemumc@wi.rr.com
jsmith.sumc@wi.rr.com cmartinelli.sumc@wi.rr.com
Website: salemflamesofgrace.com
Office Hours: 9:00 a.m.—12: 00 noon Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday
Pastor’s Office Hours: 9:00 a.m.—12:00 noon Wednesday
Worship @ 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School @ 10:45 a.m. (Sept.—May)

