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  “Heeeere’s Louis” 
 It is with great excitement that Living Waters’ Ministries in a joint 
effort with the United Methodist Churches in Kenosha County welcomes 
Rev. Louis Hurd as our new Youth Group Director. He brings an extensive 
background in youth ministries and has a lot of creative and innovative 
ideas to build our youth ministry. 

 Louis was born in Milwaukee, Wisconsin and raised in Kenosha 
Wisconsin. He was educated in the Kenosha Unified School District. Louis 
received a B.A. in Dance from the University of Wisconsin Milwaukee, with 
honors.  

 “Working with youth has always been a passion of mine. I found 
that I connected with the kids really well.” Through all his experiences, 
Louis has learned that youth ministry is not something that is entered into 
lightly and that it requires a lot of time, dedication, patience and help. 

 It is Louis’ sincere hope that all church members take the opportu-
nity to pray about a way they can help with the youth program, because 
help will be needed from all church youth and adults on many different lev-
els of service. 

 Louis is married and the father of two children. 

 We were impressed with Louis’ background and his enthusiasm for 
youth ministry and we look forward to having him as part of our energetic, 
enthusiastic, fun and faithful young people’s lives.  

 We look forward for the churches to get to know Louis so we will be 
planning a meet and greet event where you can get to know Louis better 
and learn of his vision and plans for our youth. This gathering will be 
opened to the entire Circuit 41 church family, not just families with youth. 
We hope you can make this upcoming event and catch the spirit of our new 
youth coordinator.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

  



 

 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 

 I start 2013 with a great deal of excitement and hope! I believe the year ahead holds a lot of exciting develop-
ments for us as a church; I really sense that the Lord is with us and that we have a momentum generated by the Holy 
Spirit. 

 The turn of another year signals the passage of time and reminds us that we live within the time/space limita-
tions set by God. Thousands of years ago the boundaries of life on earth was stated in Psalms 139:16: 

Your eyes beheld my unformed substance. In your book were written all the days that were formed for me, when none of 
them as yet existed. 

 No one has an unlimited amount of time in his or her account of life. Since everyone has a finite amount of time 
to spend, on what should it be spent? Here are a few ideas: 

► Trust God for what you cannot see.  

► Maintain a regular prayer time each day. 

► Read through the Bible in 2013. 

► Make practical plans to show love to your neighbors. 

► Release someone who hurt you from his or her wrongdoing and tell them so. 

► Forgive yourself and don’t turn back for another look. 

► Choose to be thankful in every circumstance. 

► Take a risk and learn something new. 

► Keep a journal. 

 What will the New Year bring to your front door? What joys and challenges await you in 2013? Will this be a piv-
otal year with exciting landscapes to explore? Or will 2013 be another year of sameness and obscurity? Will you meet a 
new lifelong friend or lose one? Will investments succeed beyond your wildest dreams or will meager fortune be ravished 
by hard economic times? Will you discover a hidden strength that propels you into a new direction or will you experience 
lessons of failure that will temper your heart? 

 The answers to these and many more questions remain a mystery still to be unraveled in the scroll of God’s plan 
for your life. Yet, Jesus provides some great advice for us:  

 

“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink, or about your body, what you 
will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing? Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor 
reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? And can any 
of you by worrying add a single hour to your span of life?     

Continued on next page 

 

 

I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you,  

you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.” (John 15: 5, NIV) 



 

 

Apportionments for 2012 

 

A Time to Celebrate…Salem United Method-

ist Church has met our goal and paid our 

United Methodist Conference Apportion-

ments for 2012 in full!! 

“The Vine” continued 

 The worry-free life Jesus spoke of does not remove our responsibility to work hard, be diligent, value ingenuity 
and remain patient. Nor does Jesus’ promise say, “Void during crisis.” What Jesus told us is that we are “more important” 
and “more valuable” to God than any thing that could possibly worry us.  

 Don’t let the silent thief of worry claim 2013! Place your faith in God who considers you more valuable and more 
important than anything you could ever imagine or worry about.  

 An optimist stays up until midnight to see the New Year in. A pessimist stays up to make sure the old year 
leaves. Let us be forward thinkers who are filled with hope because we know the secret of Romans 8:28: 

 We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called according to his purpose. 

 Expect a glorious 2013! Martin and I thank you for your kindness, support and prayers. We love each of you and 
may God’s richest blessing be bestowed unto all of you. 

Pastor Clarissa 
At Salem UMC, we make no apology for strong preaching,  

sound doctrine and devotion to the Trinity.  

 

 

 

The next All Committee Meeting Night will be 
held on Thursday, January 17 beginning with a 
Shared Dinner at 6:45 p.m., Committee Meet-
ings starting at 7:00 p.m. 

Pastor Clarissa’s Trip to Israel 

As a part of her requirements to finish her studies 
at Garrett Seminary, Pastor Clarissa is going to 
Israel with some classmates from school for a 
Cross Cultural Experience from December 27

th
 

through January 10
th
.  If there is an emergency 

and you are in need of pastoral care while Pastor 
Clarissa is gone, call the church office (843-2525)  
or Pastor Mary Lu Palmer ( 948-1824). 

 

Donations for the 2012 tax 
year must be given to the 
church no later than 
12/31/2012 or mailed to the 
church in an envelope post-
marked no later than 

12/27/2012. 



 

 

Salem United Methodist Church  

 2013 Leadership   

Church Council:                                                                
Chairperson:   Connie Bevry 

Lay Leader:   Rick Carlberg 

Education Chrpns:  (one of the chairpersons)  

S/PRC Chairperson: Mindy Smouse   

Trustees Chairperson: Todd Schatzka  

Finance Chairperson:  Kathy Hufnagle 

              Co Chair _______________ 

Financial Secretaries: Kim Ouwerkerk,  

Marsha Isaacson 

Treasurers:  Sue Grulich   

Lay Member to Annual Conference: Connie Bevry 

 

Education Task Group: (including Education Chairpersons 
and teachers) 

Education Chairpersons:   

- Joanna Carlberg (2013) 

 - Marsha Isaacson (2014) 

 - Rebecca Gracyalny (2015) 

 

Staff Parish Relations Committee     

Chairperson: Mindy Smouse 

Co-Chairperson:  Annette Meints 

-(13) Rose Kerkman 

-(13) Mindy Smouse 

-(14) Annette Meints 

-(14) Grace Merrill 

-(15) Amber Hansen 

-(15)____________ 

 
Lay Leadership Committee:                                            
Chairperson: Pastor Clarissa Martinelli 
  -(13) Jane Smith 

  -(13)Cathy Reilly 

  -(14) Marci Morey 

  -(14) Ruth Perry 

  -(15) Marty Stockwell 

  -(15) Gail Bixler 

 

 

 

 

Trustees Chairperson – Todd Schatzka 

  -(13) Todd Schatzka 

-(13) Rennae Talbert 

-(14) Alexey Hufnagle 

-(14) Evelyn Kessel 

  -(15) Ken Bevry 

  -(15)Ryan Chelf 

Finance Committee     Chairperson:  Kathy Hufnagle 

 Co Chair: _______________ 

Lay Leader: Rick Carlberg 

Church Council Chpn. Connie Bevry  

Treasurer:  Sue Grulich 

Financial Secretary: Kim Ouwerkerk,                                
   Marsha Isaacson 

Trustee representative  (appoint their own)  

Special Events:  Gail Dodge 

At Large Member: -(13)Melanie Hartnek 

   -(14)Cathy Haapala  
    

Memorial Committee:   Chairperson: Gail Dodge  

  -(13) Jenny  Egeland 

  -(14) Connie Olsen 

  -(15) Christy Hansen 

Youth Representative – Tiffany Ouwerkerk  

  -   a Trustee representative 

Weekly Offering Counters  

  Evelyn Kessel 

  Linda Roberts 

    Jerry Meints 

 Alternate:  Ruth Perry 

        Mandy Dodge 

SCRIP Coordinators 

  Mindy Smouse 

  Miriam Bartelt 

Worship Committee 

Pastor    Clarissa Martinelli 

Music Coordinator  Murry Holmstrom 

Hand Bell Choir Director  

Choir Director:   Jenny Hoffman 

Greeter Coordinator  Tom Reilly 

Liturgist Coordinator  Marci Morey 

Sanctuary Decoration  Kay Scanlan  

    Liz Schultz 

    Linda Roberts 



 

 

Confirmation  

 

The Circuit 41 Confirmation classes 
will be meeting twice a month on Sun-
day afternoons from 4:30-6:00 p.m. 
(unless otherwise noted)  beginning at 4:30 with a 
meal provided by the host church.  January classes 
will be on January 6 at Bristol UMC – subject will be 
Ministry/Mission/Service.  The January 20

th
 meeting 

is at Pleasant Prairie UMC – subject will be Method-
ist history.  Salem UMC Confirmation Students are:  
Rachel Bixler, Cassi Bossong, Katrina Bostanche, 
Kayla Busche, Jenna Egeland, Jordan Potter, Kayla 
Potter, & Kaley Rust 

Shalom Center Soup Kitchen 

  

 Salem UMC has the privilege of serving at the Shalom Center Soup Kitchen on Thurs-
day, January 31. We make soup, enough sandwiches for everyone to take home after 
dinner and serve a hot meal provided by the Shalom Center to as many as 125 people or 

even more sometimes.  The whole process takes about 2 1/2 hours some time between 2:00 and 5:30 p.m. (depending 
on which you choose - soup or sandwiches or serving). There is no cleanup. The center handles that. That is a very tiny 
gift of your time to provide so much for so many. We also donate money to the Soup Kitchen for milk – just mark your 
contribution “MILK” and drop it in the collection plate. If you would like to help make an “Impact on Your Community” on 
January 31

st
  sign up on the sheet found on the information board in the fellowship area – or call the church office at 843-

2525 to get your name on the list.    

Looking Ahead to Smorgasbord 

 

Two Important Dates:   

Sunday, March 10 – Our Annual Smor-
gasbord Dinner          

 Thursday, January 10 at 6:30 p.m.  

An organizational meeting to plan the Smorgasbord.  Got 
ideas for how to make our already great dinner even bet-
ter?  Young and old are invited to come and give your in-
put on the 10

th
 as we start the gears in motion for the 2013 

Smorgasbord. 

 

Westosha Community Senior Fellowship Time 

Wednesday, January 2
nd

   @ 10:00 a.m. 

Program: “Mission to Mongolia: by Holly Bouma-
Johnston 

Free Bingo and prizes.  

 Located at Wilmot United Methodist Church fellow-
ship hall 

 (11425 Fox River Road)  

Call 862-6366 for more info  

(Co-sponsored by Living Waters Ministries) 

  

The “Messenger” Deadline is always 
the 15th of the month—please have all 
articles to the church office or send by 
email to jsmith.sumc@wi.rr.com   The 
deadline for the February newsletter will 
be on Tuesday, January 15. 

Impact Community – 5,000 Hour 
Challenge  
 
 As a congregation we are challenged to 
do 5,000 hours of community service by 
the end of the year.  If everyone can do at 
least 1 or 2 hours of volunteer service a 
week it will quickly add up.  An Impact 
Community slip can be found each week in 
your bulletin.  Impact Community slips can 
also be found on the SCRIP table in the 
fellowship area.   Fill it out and drop it in 
the collection plate on Sunday or return to 
the church office.  In 2012 (as of 12/23) we 
have given 4,647 hours of service to the 
community.   
 

Your Plastic Bags Are Making A Difference!   

 

You are invited to continue bringing in your plastic 
store bags and leaving them in the basket found in 
the narthex – they will be used to make mats for the 
homeless in Chicago.  Over 700 bags from Salem 
were used to make the mat on display in the narthex. 



 

 

January Birthdays and Anni-
versaries   

(If yours is missing it means we 
don’t have your birthday/
anniversary information in our 

membership program.  Contact Jane Smith at 843-2525 
or jsmith.sumc@wi.rr.com to get added to the list) 

Celebrating a Birthday                                                                                                                                                                                                      
6 -  Julisa Sand                                                                                                                                               
8 – Mel Miller                                                                                                                                                                 
9 – Helen Andrekus                                                                                                                                            
11 – Ragnar Ouwerkerk                                                                                                                                                
19 – Rose Kerkman, Dayna Hartnek                                                                                                                            
26 – Jane Smith, Jessica Schatzka                                                                                                                                               
29 – Bob Neumann                                                                                                                                                                       
30 – Jim Egeland                                                                                                                                                         

Music Night at Salem UMC 
 
Enjoy Singing?  You are invited to 
join one or both of our music 

groups -  Rehearsals are held on Wednesday 
nights beginning with Praise Power at 6:00 p.m. 
and continuing with Choir at 7:30 p.m.  Questions?  
Talk to Murry Holmstrom or Jenny Hoffmann. 

 

  

 

Salem UMC’s Website 

 

Salemflamesofgrace.com, the website for SUMC, 
is burning bright, packed with info and awaiting 
your input! This is YOUR website. Visit often and 
let us know what you think. If you have information 
you'd like to see posted on the sites such as com-
mittee updates and events, or for your comments 
or corrections, please let Sandy Jacoby know at 
skjacoby6@gmail.com or Joanna Carlberg at jcarl-
berg@wi.rr.com.  

Thank You’s 

 

►Thank You to everyone who 
helped make our Sharing Tree 
a success.  Children’s gifts 
were delivered to the Sharing 

Center and to Grande Prairie Nursing Home.  
Thank you to Gail Dodge and Theresa Leydens 
for organizing the Sharing Tree for us and deliv-
ering the presents. 

 

►Thank you to  our “Behind the Scenes” volun-
teers who give of their time and talents every 
week.  To Dorothy Heiss for organizing pews 
and attendance pads and making sure the cof-
fee is ready to be turned on for Sunday morn-
ings.  To Mindy Smouse for taking care of our 
SCRIP orders and creating the power point 
presentation for worship services.  To Alexey 
Smouse-Hufnagle for running the power point 
for worship services.  To our Weekly Offering  
Counters:  Evelyn Kessel, Linda Roberts, Jerry 
Meints, Ruth Perry, Mandy Dodge – and 
(retiring after many years of service) Diane 
Trombley & Karen James.  To our Financial 
Secretary Kim Ouwerkerk and Treasurer Sue 
Grulich who keep our financial obligations in 
order.  Your service to the church is very much 
appreciated. 

 

►Thank you to the following people who are 
“retiring” from the positions  they have held this 

past year.  Lay Leader: Tom Reilly; Education 

Chairperson: Marci Morey; Staff Parish Rela-
tions Committee:  John Roberts;  Lay Leader-
ship Committee: Kay Scanlan; Trustees:  Chris 
Herigstad, Rick Carlberg, Steve James; Memo-
rial Committee:  Michelle Bossong, Pam Chelf, 
Richard Pink, Jr., Barbara Skillings;  Weekly 
Offering Counter:  Diane Trombley, Karen 
James; Hand Bell Director: Steve  James 

 

Noisy Offering  

Noisy Offering is the second 
Sunday of the month – This 

month’s Noisy Offering will be on Sunday, January 
13

th. 
 Money collected will be included in our Janary 

Pennies for Mission – Souper Bowl of Caring for the 
Shalom Center Soup Kitchen. 



 

 

2013 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1  Happy New 

Year! 

2 Praise Power 

@ 6 pm                    

Choir                     

@ 7:30 pm                   

3 4 Big Book (AA)  

@ 8 pm          

 

5   

 

6  Worship                   

@ 9:30 am                    

Sunday School           

@ 10:45 am                   

Confirmation at 

Bristol UMC             

@ 4:30 pm 

7   8 Al-Anon              

10 a.m.- noon     

Boy Scouts            

@ 7 p.m      

9 Praise Power 

@ 6 pm                    

Choir                     

@ 7:30 pm                   

  

10  Smorgas-

bord Organiza-

tional Meeting 

@ 6:30 p.m   

711  Big Book 

(AA)  @ 8 pm          

 

12   

13  Worship                   

@ 9:30 am                    

Sunday School           

@ 10:45 am                   

 

14  4-H           

@ 6:30 p.m. 

15 Al-Anon           

10 a.m.- noon  

Boy Scouts            

@ 7 p.m       

Messenger 

Deadline 

. 

  

16  Praise Power 

@ 6 pm                    

Choir                     

@ 7:30 pm                   

  

17  Shared Din-

ner @ 6:45 pm             

All Committee 

Meeting        

@7:00 pm 

18 Big Book  

(AA) @ 8 pm                   

19 

20  Worship               

@ 9:30 am             

Sunday School           

@ 10:45 am                   

Confirmation at 

Pleasant Prairie UMC             

@ 4:30 pm 

         

21             22  Al-Anon           

10 a.m.- noon  

Boy Scouts       

@ 7 pm                 

23 Praise Power 

@ 6 pm                    

Choir                     

@ 7:30 pm                   

  

24  25 Big Book 

(AA) @ 8 pm            

26  McCormack 

Family/ Fellow-

ship Hall: 2-6 pm   

27 Worship                

@ 9:30 am                  

Sunday School           

@ 10:45 am                      

Baby Shower/ Fellow-

ship Hall @ 1 pm 

 

 

28 29 Al-Anon           

10 a.m.- noon  

Boy Scouts       

@ 7  pm      

 30 Praise Power 

@ 6 pm                    

Choir                     

@ 7:30 pm                   

  

31  Shalom Cen-

ter Soup 

Kitchen beginning 

at 2 pm   

 

 

 

 

     

 



 

 

 

 

When you buy you donate to the Church’s Ministries 

Buy your SCRIP cards to use for your every day purchases for food, gas, drugstore items , etc.  -  when you use a 
SCRIP card for your purchases a percentage of the card will  benefit the church.  See Mindy Smouse after church or 
contact her at 857-2066 or e-mail msgmgs@gmail.com.  The following SCRIP gift cards are on hand at church and 
available for your immediate purchase:                                                             

  BP       Shell        Speedway     Culvers     Wendy’s     Subway         Bristol 45 Diner    Lakeside Sentry                         

Woodmans   Gordon Food Service Marketplace   Kohl’s    Target    JC Penney  Olive Garden   Menard’s 

Total for 2012 (as of 12/23)  : $3,234.20        

 

 

Pennies for Mission   

Pennies for Mission is our ongoing project where all of the coins in the collection plate each month are 
given to a special mission.  Begun in 1989 we have measured our pennies in miles with $844.80 in a 
mile. WE HAVE REACHED OUR 34

th
 MILE OF PENNIES HAVE STARTED ON THE ROAD TO OUR 

35
TH

 MILE!!!!  

November Pennies:  Heifer Project International ($81.60) 

December Pennies:  Church World Service Blankets 

January Pennies:  Souper Bowl of Caring for the Shalom Center Soup Kitchen 

 

Clarissa Martinelli, Pastor 

Telephone (262) 843-2525 

E-mail: salemumc@wi.rr.com        jsmith.sumc@wi.rr.com   cmartinelli.sumc@wi.rr.com 

Website:  salemflamesofgrace.com 

Office Hours: 9:00 a.m.—12: 00 noon Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 

 

Worship @ 9:30 a.m.   

Sunday School @ 10:45 a.m. 

Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) 

 

EFT allows you to keep making contributions even when you are not able to attend a Sunday ser-
vice.  You can designate how your funds are allocated within the church’s books (for General and/
or Capital funds).  There are no bank fees for you to pay and there is complete accountability of 
your giving.  EFT is “green”… you do not write a check, but instead electronically transfer monies 
into the church bank account.  Please consider signing up for this service.  Forms for signing up for 
EFT can be found on the table in the entry area. 


