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December 2012 

All 

Church 

Christmas 

Program 

Sunday, De-

cember 16
th

  @ 9:30 a.m. 

Join us as we celebrate 
Christmas with a program 
featuring our Sunday 
School Students and the 

Salem UMC music groups 

 The Sharing Tree  

Because Christ was an unconditional gift to us – we 
share with others. 

Our Sharing Tree provides gifts for local children and 
for residents of a nursing home.  The gifts we are pro-
viding for children through the Sharing Center will need 
to be delivered to the center on December 3 so chil-

dren’s gifts must be returned to the church Sunday, December 2.   
Children’s gifts should be returned unwrapped but a donation of gift 
bags or wrapping paper and tape for the gift would be appreciated. Gift 
ornaments for residents of Grand Prairie Nursing home should be re-
turned to the church by December 16. (please provide a gift bag for the 
nursing home gifts – regular wrapping paper is sometimes difficult for 
the elderly to open ) Take an ornament or ornaments from the tree, 
(very important) sign your name next to the corresponding number 
(found on the front of the ornament) on the clipboard found by the tree 
(this is our way of identifying who has each ornament).  Remember - All 
children’s gifts need to be returned to the church by Sunday, December 
2.  Gifts for the Nursing Home should be returned by December 16 Be 
sure to attach your ornament or ornament number to each item so we 
know who the gift is intended for.  Help us show the spirit of love and 
caring to those in need by taking part in our “Sharing Tree”. 

Christmas Eve 

Service 

Monday, December 

24
th

 at 7:00 p.m. 

Join us as we cele-
brate the birth of 

our savior   

Hanging of the Greens                                                                                                                                             

Saturday, December 1st  at 10:00 a.m.                                                                                                                      

Come for the morning to help decorate 

the sanctuary for the Advent & Christmas. 



 

 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 

This Christmas, I wish you Jesus.” 
“Isn’t it nice to have everything!” 

 
“To you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:11). 
 
This holy time of the year — filled with family togetherness, gift giving, and heartfelt sharing — is, in the 
deepest sense, a time of prayer and reflection. God is truly “God with us”. No longer is God distant. God has 
entered the world. God is close to us. The Savior is born: through the Gospel and those who proclaim it, God 
now reminds us of the message that the Angel announced to the shepherds. It is a message that should not 

leave us indifferent. If it is true, it changes everything. If it is true, it also affects each and every one of us. 

As we remember and celebrate God’s greatest “I love you” to Creation, we realized that only Christ can bring 
us the peace, joy and happiness which we all seek. We recall the words of Isaiah quoted by Luke that Christ 

came to preach the Good News to the poor and brokenhearted and to free those who are oppressed.  

Christmas is for sinners. Christ came for us. Jesus is the reason for the season. It must soak in our hearts that 
Christ loves us very much. Enjoy the season: Visit with family and friends. We need each other. May Christ-
mas remove the tyranny of our selfishness that never satisfies the human heart. Every Christmas calls us to 
become more and more like Jesus—a process that lasts a lifetime. May we go tell it on the mountains and the 

valleys, yes, Jesus Christ is born through us. 

May you know the true happiness of the real meaning of the Christmas holiday. May you feel the love that 

God offers through this magnanimous gift of the Messiah. 

On this joyful occasion, Martin, Marissa, Biancha, Sophia, Nicolas and I extend to each of you our Salem 
Family, our love and appreciation; gratitude for your help, patience and good wishes throughout 2013. May 
our Lord Jesus Christ, born in Bethlehem, bless you, your families and loved ones at this blessed time of hope 
and grace. May the gift of God’s love come alive in your heart this Christmas and may the New Year bring 

you many occasions for rejoicing. 

Pastor Clarissa 

At Salem UMC, we make no apology for strong preaching,  
sound doctrine and devotion to the Trinity. 

I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you,  

you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.ò (John 15: 5, NIV) 



 

 

Confirmation  

 

The Circuit 41 Confirmation classes will be 
meeting twice a month on Sunday afternoons 
from 4:30-6:00 p.m. (unless otherwise noted)  
beginning at 4:30 with a meal provided by the 
host church.  Only one class in December:  
December 2 at Salem – Faith Timeline (with spiritual guides)  
Salem UMC Confirmation Students are:  Rachel Bixler, 
Cassi Bossong, Katrina Bostanche, Kayla Busche, Jenna 
Egeland, Jordan Potter, Kayla Potter, & Kaley Rust 

Westosha Community Senior Fellow-

ship Time 

Wednesday, December 5
th

  @ 10:00 a.m. 

Program: “Barn Quilts” by Peg Reedy, Wal-
worth County Agriculture Agent 

Free Bingo and prizes.  

 Located at Wilmot United Methodist Church 
fellowship hall 

 (11425 Fox River Road)  

Call 862-6366 for more info  

(Co-sponsored by Living Waters Ministries) 

 

Salem UMC invites you to Movie Night, Saturday, December 8th 

Start your holiday season by bringing the family to see “Miracle on 34
th
 Street” – a heart warming 

story the whole family will enjoy.  Doors open at 6:00 p.m. – Movie starts at 6:30 p.m.  Refreshments 
will be served.  Admittance is free – please bring your family and some friends! 

 

The next All Committee Meeting Night will 
be held on Thursday, December 20 begin-
ning with a Shared Dinner at 6:45 p.m., 
Committee Meetings starting at 7:00 p.m. 

Second Fifty 

ñSecond Fifty” is a UMC Circuit program for any-
one in the community that is 50 years of age or 
older.  Their purpose is to provide fellowship, fun, 
food and faith nurturing for those who attend.  
They meet on the first and third Wednesdays of 
each month, at noon, in Strom Hall at First United 
Methodist Church in Kenosha.  Special programs 
like day trips may be held instead of the regular 
meeting.  The cost is $5.00 for the meal and pro-
gram. 

December 5 – Noon: Lunch – catered Christmas 
Dinner (reservations required)  cost - $10.00  Pro-
gram – school musicians - Devotions:  Pastor Ned 

December 12 – Christmas Show at the Grand Ge-
neva in Lake Geneva – reservations required – 
cost $80.00 

The Upper Room   

 

Subscriptions to the Upper Room Daily Devotional 
Guide are available through the church for $6.00 
per year.  If you would like to receive the Upper 

Room please return your payment (designated “Upper Room”) to the 
church by December 16. 

Music Night at Salem UMC 
 
The Hand Bell Choir is taking a 
sabbatical –watch for announce-

ments of their return.  In the meantime you are in-
vited to join one (or both) of our other music groups 
-  Rehearsals are held on Wednesday nights begin-
ning with Praise Power at 6:00 p.m. and continuing 
with Choir at 7:30 p.m. 

Noisy Offering  

Noisy Offering is the second Sunday of the 
month – This month’s Noisy Offering will 
be on Sunday, December 9

th
. Money col-

lected will be included in our December 
Pennies for Mission – Church World Ser-
vice Blankets. 

Furniture Needed for Youth Room 

We are looking for lovingly used condition 
furniture for the youth room – a couple of 
couches, a chair and a side table for their 
newly painted (and mold free!) room.  
Please contact Kim Ouwerkerk to make 
arrangements for donating the furniture. 



 

 

Overwhelmed With Plastic Bags?   

Bring Them to Church ï and leave them in the bas-
ket found in the narthex – they will be used to make 
mats for the homeless in Chicago.  Over 700 bags 
from Salem were used to make the mat on display in 
the narthex. 

 

The ñMessengerò Deadline is always the 15th of the monthðplease 
have all articles to the church office or send by email to 
jsmith.sumc@wi.rr.com   The deadline for the January newsletter will be 

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 

To be used to decorate the sanctuary for Christmas (you may take your plant(s) home follow-

ing the Christmas Eve Service).  To order your Christmas Poinsettias, please fill out this form 

and include information for memorials or honorariums.  Cost is $12.00 per plant, to be pre-

paid at time of order.  Make checks payable to Salem United Methodist Church and indicate 

it is for poinsettias.  Orders must be returned to the church office by Sunday, December 9. 

 

NAME______________________________________________________ 

RED_____________     WHITE __________ 

TOTAL NUMBER OF PLANTS ORDERED___________ 

IN MEMORY OF ______________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

IN HONOR OF ______________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 Salem UMCôs 

Wedsite 

 

S a l em f l am e so f -
grace.com, the 

website for SUMC, is burning bright, 
packed with info and awaiting your 
input! This is YOUR website. Visit of-
ten and let us know what you think. If 
you have information you'd like to see 
posted on the sites such as committee 
updates and events, or for your com-
ments or corrections, please let Sandy 
Jacoby know at skjacoby6@gmail.com 
or Joanna Carlberg at jcarl -
berg@wi.rr.com.  

December 
Birthdays 
and Anni-

versaries   

(If yours is missing it means we 
don’t have your birthday/
anniversary information in our 
membership program.  Contact 
Jane Smith at 843-2525 or 
jsmith.sumc@wi.rr.com to get 
added to the list) 

Celebrating a Birthday                                                                                                                                                                                                      
2 -  Jenna Egeland                                                                                                                                               
7 – Kathy Eckberg                                                                                                                                                                 
9 – Anna Bixler                                                                                                                                               
10 – Sippie Miller                                                                                                                                                   
20 – Michael Rosin                                                                                                                                            
21 – Ky Olsen                                                                                                                                                                   
26 – Mindy Smouse                                                                                                                                                                       
29 – Doris Raditz                                                                                                                                                         

Collecting Cleaning Supplies for Hurricane 
Sandy victims ïSalem UMC is collecting supplies 

to be sent to hurricane victims through United Meth-
odist Committee on Relief.  U-Line has donated 
shipping boxes for the project – a box can be picked 
up at church, filled and returned for shipment.  A list 
of supplies needed can be found in the narthex  or 
on the website: salemflamesofgrace.com 

Impact Community ï 5,000 
Hour Challenge  

 
 As a congregation we are chal-
lenged to do 5,000 hours of commu-
nity service by the end of the year.  
If everyone can do at least 1 or 2 
hours of volunteer service a week it 
will quickly add up.  An Impact 
Community slip can be found each 
week in your bulletin.  Impact Com-
munity slips can also be found on 
the SCRIP table in the fellowship 
area.   Fill it out and drop it in the 
collection plate on Sunday or return 
to the church office.  As of 11/25 we 
have given, 3,710¼ hours of service 
to the community. 



 

 

2012 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1  Hanging of 

the Greens 2 

10 a.m.   

 

2  Worship                   

@ 9:30 am                    

Sunday School           

@ 10:45 am                   

Confirmation at 

Salem  @ 4:30 pm 

3   4 Al-Anon              

10 a.m.- noon     

Boy Scouts            

@ 7 p.m      

5 Praise Power 

@ 6 pm                    

Choir                     

@ 7:30 pm                   

  

6   7   Big Book 

(AA)  @ 8 pm          

 

8  Movie Night 

@ 6 pm    

9  Worship                   

@ 9:30 am                    

Sunday School           

@ 10:45 am                   

 

10  4-H           

@ 6:30 p.m. 

11 Al-Anon           

10 a.m.- noon  

Boy Scouts            

@ 7 p.m      

. 

  

12  Praise Power 

@ 6 pm                    

Choir                     

@ 7:30 pm                   

  

13   14 Big Book  

(AA) @ 8 pm                   

15   Messenger 

Deadline  

16  WorshipñAll 

Church Christmas 

Program                

@ 9:30 am           

Cast Party after  pro-

gram           

17             18  Al-Anon           

10 a.m.- noon  

Boy Scouts       

@ 7 pm                 

19 Praise Power 

@ 6 pm                    

Choir                     

@ 7:30 pm                   

  

20 Shared Din-

ner @ 6:45 pm             

All Committee 

Meeting        

@7:00 pm 

 ! 

21 Big Book 

(AA) @ 8 pm          

Office closed  

  

22   

23 Worship                

@ 9:30 am                  

( No Sunday 

School)               

__________________ 

30 Worship           

@ 9:30 am                    

(No Sunday School) 

24 Christmas 

Eve Service @ 

7 pm 

 

____________ 

31 

25 Christmas 

DayñHappy 

Birthday, Jesus!       

 26 Praise Power 

@ 6 pm                    

Choir                     

@ 7:30 pm                   

  

27   28 Big Book 

(AA) @ 8 pm      

 

 

 

 

 

     

29 



 

 

 

When you buy you donate to the Churchôs Ministries 

Buy your SCRIP cards to use for your every day purchases for food, gas, drugstore items , etc.  -  when you use a 
SCRIP card for your purchases a percentage of the card will  benefit the church.  See Mindy Smouse after church or 
contact her at 857-2066 or e-mail msgmgs@gmail.com.  The following SCRIP gift cards are on hand at church and 
available for your immediate purchase:                                                             

  BP       Shell        Speedway     Culvers     Wendyôs     Subway         Bristol 45 Diner    Lakeside Sentry      Wood-
mans                         Gordon Food Service Marketplace   Kohlôs    Target                                       JC Penney  Olive 

Garden   Menardôs 

Total So Far for 2012: $2,5669.57        

 

 

Pennies for Mission   

Pennies for Mission is our ongoing project where all of the coins dropped in the collection plate are sent 
to various missions.  Each month a special mission is designated to receive that month’s offering.  Be-
gun in 1989 we have now completed 33 miles of pennies and are currently working on mile 34.    

October Pennies:  The Shalom Center Soup Kitchen ($102.06) 

November Pennies:  Heifer Project International 

December Pennies:  Church World Service Blankets 

 

Clarissa Martinelli, Pastor 

Telephone (262) 843-2525 

E-mail: salemumc@wi.rr.com        jsmith.sumc@wi.rr.com   cmartinelli.sumc@wi.rr.com 

Website:  salemflamesofgrace.com 

Office Hours: 9:00 a.m.—12: 00 noon Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 

 

Worship @ 9:30 a.m.   

Sunday School @ 10:45 a.m. 

Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) 

 

EFT allows you to keep making contributions even when you are not able to attend a Sunday ser-
vice.  You can designate how your funds are allocated within the church’s books (for General and/
or Capital funds).  There are no bank fees for you to pay and there is complete accountability of 
your giving.  EFT is “green”… you do not write a check, but instead electronically transfer monies 
into the church bank account.  Please consider signing up for this service.  Forms for signing up for 
EFT can be found on the table in the entry area. 


