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December 2015   

Sunday 
School       
Advent & 
Christmas 

Program 

This year we 
will be celebrat-
ing Advent with our Sunday 
School students.  Beginning on 
the first Sunday in Advent 
(November 29) our Sunday 
School classes will be doing a 
presentation on “The Advent 
Jesse Tree” at our 9:30 a.m. 
worship service. And on the 
fourth Sunday in Advent 
(December 20) be sure to join 
us for the Annual Sunday 
School Christmas Program. 

 Hanging of 
the Greens    
Sat., Nov. 

28th 9:30 a.m. 

We will be decorating the 
sanctuary and putting up the 
Sharing Tree in preparation for 
Advent and Christmas  - come 
join in the fun!! 

  

The Sharing Tree – 
Coming Sunday, 

November 29 

Because Christ was 
an unconditional gift 
to us – we share with 

others. 

Our Sharing Tree provides gifts for 
local children and for residents of 
Grand Prairie Nursing Home.  Chil-
dren’s gifts should be returned un-
wrapped but a donation of gift bags 
or wrapping paper and tape for the 
gift would be appreciated. Gifts for 
the nursing home residents should 
be returned in a gift bag  – regular 
wrapping paper is sometimes diffi-
cult for the elderly to open.  All gifts 
need to be returned to the church 
by Sunday, December 13.  Take an 
ornament or ornaments from the 
tree, (very important) sign your 
name next to the corresponding 
number (found on the front of the 
ornament) on the clipboard found 
by the tree (this is our way of identi-
fying who has each ornament).  Be 
sure to attach your ornament or 
ornament number to each item so 
we know who the gift is intended 
for. Help us show the spirit of love 
and caring to those in need by tak-
ing part in our “Sharing Tree”. 



 

 

 

  
 

 

 

PEEKING OVER THE TOP OF 

YOUR LIFE TAPESTRY 

There’s an old metaphor about how our life looks like 
the messy bottom side of a tapestry with all the strings 
crisscrossing and hanging down in knots.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Meanwhile God looks down at the topside of a tapestry and sees a perfect needlepoint intricately de-
signed and beautiful. 

 Have YOU ever compared the front and back of a tapestry? The front of a tapestry is exquisite art. In 
the hands of a skilled weaver it displays incredible artistry and fine detail while the back of a tapestry resem-
ble a jumble mass of colorful disarray of threads.  

 A tapestry displays incredible artistry and fine detail made by weaving together different-colored 
thread, as the images and designs are created by the interplay between the different colors and textures. 
What is clear on the front is opaque on the back. The back shows something of the image, but it lacks nuance 
and clarity and detail. Where as the front is smooth, the back is covered in knots and loose ends. 

 God often allows us to peek and admire the front of the tapestry – full of color, pristine design, and 

masterful workmanship.  This serves as an illustration of the truths of Romans 8:28 – “And we know that 

God causes everything to work together for the good of those who love God and are called according 

to his purpose for them.” God promises to use every single event in our lives to bring about good and for 

his glorification. 

 

 

 

I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you,  

you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.” (John 15: 5, NIV) 



 

 

I believe Corrie Ten Boom’s poem “The Master Weaver’s Plan” beautifully illustrates this truth.  

My life is but a weaving     'Tis He who fills the shuttle, 
Between the Lord and me;     And He knows what is best; 
I may not choose the colors--     So I shall weave in earnest, 
He knows what they should be.    And leave to Him the rest. 
 
For He can view the pattern     Not 'til the loom is silent 
Upon the upper side      And the shuttles cease to fly 
While I can see it only      Shall God unroll the canvas 
On this, the under side.     And explain the reason why. 
 
Sometimes He weaves in sorrow,    The dark threads are as needed 
Which seems so strange to me;    In the Weaver's skillful hand 
But I will trust His judgment     As the threads of gold and silver 
And work on faithfully.      In the pattern He has planned. 

 If you were to have a high-altitude panoramic look at your life tapestry would you focus on the knotted 
ends and frayed edges of the underside of your life tapestry with its chaos of threads - occasionally lumped 
together and seemingly random? Nothing about this design appears to be a masterpiece in progress and not 
seeing the beauty of the design, we tend to lose heart, give up, and abandon our commitments to wait on the 
Lord and trust in his plans for our life.                                                                                                                      
 Or would you, children of God, focus on the glimpse of the topside of your life tapestry and celebrate 
the beauty of your life journey and how very much you have to be thankful for - a rich, fulfilling, and meaning-
ful life jammed packed with numerous opportunities to share and give of your time, talents, and finances for 
God’s Kingdom and the care of your neighbor. It is this peek of the topside of the tapestry that you will clearly 
see the art: the rich colors, the texture, and the patterns that make your life tapestry a thing of astonishing 
beauty. “For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the 
good things he planned for us long ago.” Ephesians 2:10 God gives us a glimpse at what He is weaving 
into the fabric of our lives and this momentary peek at glory gives us the COURAGE to soldier on, stand 
strong, and do the much needed work God has called you to accomplish; be assured that nothing happens by 
accident.                                                                                                                                                                    
 God desires for each of us to know and trust the Master Weaver, to know and trust that he is indeed 
making something beautiful, that he is in fact a God who redeems and restores even the most broken and 
hopeless situation even when we don’t understand why or how. We as God’s children should have a trust that 
there is a beautiful side being created by the Master Weaver who “knows, loves, and cares” for each one of 
us; a Master Weaver who gives us hope from the underside of the tapestry.                                                                           
 No thread of experience—good or bad—is wasted. When it appears to be that way, we just have to 
remind ourselves that we are simply looking at the backside of a tapestry. When we embrace the many parts 
of our experiences we discover a magnificent creation woven together by the wondrous hands of the Creator. 
As authentic joy combines with pain, God creates the magnificent tapestry that is life, which arises from our 
divine gifts, unique talents, desires, thoughts, choices, and actions. May you live joyfully and abundantly to-
day and throughout every season of life trusting our loving God who is consistently and meticulously weaving 
us together and knows precisely what he is doing. To God be the glory. 

A Very Blessed & the Merriest of Christmas! 

The Happiest of New Year 

Pastor Clarissa, Martin, “Marissa”,                                                                                                                    
Biancha, John, Sophia, Nicolas, Cookie and Hachi 

At Salem UMC, we 
make no apology for 

strong preaching,  

sound doctrine and de-
votion to the Trinity.  

 
 



 

 

 

O’ Come Let Us Adore Him 
 

Christmas Eve Service 
Salem UMC 

December 24, 2015 7:00 pm 
 

You are cordially invited to share your 

gifts and talents during the Christmas 

Eve worship service – Play an instrument, 

sing a song, tell a story, read a poem or 

celebrate a family Christmas tradition.  

 

We hope everyone will participate and 

make this a very merry Salem family 

Christmas! 

 

Signup sheets will be available in the          

nArthex until the 17
th

 of December. 

 



 

 

The next Salem UMC All Committee Meeting 
night is scheduled for Thursday, December 
17th with Committees meeting at 6:30 p.m. 
followed by Church Council at 7:30 p.m. 

Noisy Offering  

On the second Sunday of the month our kids take a 
Noisy Offering, collecting coins for that month’s Pen-
nies for Mission designation. This month’s Noisy Offer-
ing will be on Sunday, December 13th  Money collected 
will to go to  The Salvation Army. 

Westosha Community Senior Fellowship Time 

Wednesday,  December 2nd  at 10:00 a.m. 

Program on “Christmas Traditions”   

 Free Bingo and prizes.  

 Located at Wilmot United Methodist Church fel-
lowship hall 

 (11425 Fox River Road)  

Call 862-6366 for more info  

(Co-sponsored by Living Waters Ministries) 

Shalom Center Soup Kitchen 

 Salem UMC has the privilege of serving at the Shalom Center Soup Kitchen on 
Thursday, December 31st  We make soup, enough sandwiches for everyone to 
take home after dinner and serve a hot meal provided by the Shalom Center to as 
many as 125 people or even more sometimes.  The whole process takes about 2 

1/2 hours sometime between 2:00 and 5:30 p.m. (depending on which you choose - soup or sandwiches or 
serving). There is no cleanup. The center handles that. That is a very tiny gift of your time to provide so much 
for so many. We also donate money to the Soup Kitchen for milk – just mark your contribution “MILK” and 
drop it in the collection plate. If you would like to help make an “Impact on Your Community” on December 
31st sign up on the sheet found on the information board in the fellowship area – or call the church office at 
843-2525 to get your name on the list.    

                                                  

Prayer Corner 

During the month of November we have been praying 
for: 

Family of Sarah Cole                                                                                                                                
Jimmy & Kim Serzynskil                                                                                                                
Betty Roe                                                                                                                                    
Bob Riley                                                                                                                                              
Pam                                                                                                                                            
Family of Linda Lurvy                                                                                                                      
Donna Hoover                                                                                                                               
Brad Gilliam                                                                                                                                   
Kristen Fude & family                                                                                                                                          
Jenny Cook                                                                                                                                  
Family of Geraldine Wanek                                                                                                                             
Family of Jack Dolan                                                                                                                     
Family of Dan Porreca                                                                                                                
Family of Bev Kasten 
Katy Conde                                                                                                                                                                                    
Martin Martinelli                                                                                                                                                   
John                                                                                                                                                                                           
Family of Sharon Welch                                                                                                                                              
Michael Katz & family                                                                                                                                
George Tures                                                                                                                                                           
Kasey & Amy                                                                                                                                                           
People of Paris                                                                                                                                                                      
Denton Family                                                                                                                                                   
Bethel Thomas                                                                                                                                                            
Family of Erin Dinklenburg                                                                                                                                                           
Tom Flowers                                                                                                                                                                  
 

Impact Community 5,000 Hour 

Challenge  

Our Community 5,000 Hour Chal-
lenge Has Been Reached – Our new 
challenge is to do 7,000 hours of 

community service by December 31. Keep filling 
out the Impact Community 5,000 hour slips and 
dropping them in the collection basket or return to 
the church office.  As of 11/15/15 we have totaled 
6,735 hours of service to the community.  Can we 
make our new goal?  We’re getting closer!!! 

Family Fun Time to Be Rescheduled 

The November Family Day scheduled for Sun-
day November 29th will not be held but resched-
uled for a later date…Watch for further an-
nouncements…. 

In Observance of Christmas the Church Office 

will be closed on Friday, December 25
th

 . 



 

 

Appalachian Service Project In-

formational Meeting 

On Sunday, December 27th there will 
be no regular Sunday School classes 
held.  Instead during the Sunday 

School time (10:45-11:45 a.m.) there will be an infor-
mational meeting on the Appalachian Service Project 
for our youth which will take place in the summer of 
2017. 

****************************************************************************************************************** 

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 

To be used to decorate the sanctuary for Christmas (you may take your plant(s) 
home following the Christmas Eve Service).  To order your Christmas Poinsettias, 
please fill out this form and include information for memorials or honorariums.  Cost 
is $12.00 per plant, to be prepaid at time of order.  Make checks payable to Salem 
United Methodist Church and indicate it is for poinsettias.  Orders must be returned 
to the church office by Sunday, December 6. 

 

NAME______________________________________________________ 

RED_____________     WHITE __________ 

TOTAL NUMBER OF PLANTS ORDERED___________ 

IN MEMORY OF ____________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

IN HONOR OF_____________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Addresses Needed by Caring Ministry  

We have a mission to send cards out to people on 
our prayer list.  This mission is part of our caring for 
those in the community and is part of our hospitality. 
Most prayer concerns don't include an address, so a 
card cannot be sent. Please put an address on your 
prayer concern so we can send a card.  If you don't 
want a card sent, please indicate that. 

 Liturgists for December 

December 6:    Melanie Hartnek                                                                                                                               
December 13:  Ken Bevry                                                                                                                         
December 20:  Kim Ouwerkerk                                                                                                                        
December 27:  Jenny Cook                                                                                                                                                                          

Contact Joanna Carlberg if you would like to read the 
scriptures on Sunday morning. 

 

December Birthdays and 
Anniversaries   

(If yours is missing it means we 
don’t have your birthday/
anniversary information in our 

membership program.  Contact Jane Smith at 843-
2525 or jsmith.sumc@wi.rr.com to get added to the 
list) 

Celebrating a Birthday                                                                                                                                                                                                        
2 – Jenna Egeland                                                                                                                                            
7 – Kathy Eckberg                                                                                                                                               
9 – Anna Bixler                                                                                                                                               
10 – Sippie Miller                                                                                                                                                
17 – Carson Lamar                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
20 – Michael Rosin                                                                                                                                                                          
26 – Mindy Smouse                                                                                                                                                                               
29 – Doris Raditz                                                                                                                                                                                

You Are Invited to Join Our    

Music Ministry  

All are welcome to join our choirs…
one, two or all three! Handbell Choir 
practices on Tuesdays from 6:30-8:30 

p.m.   Praise Power practices on Wednesday at 6:30 
p.m.  Chancel Choir  practices on Wednesdays at 
7:30 p.m.  



 

 

 

Spread love everywhere you go: First of all 

in your own house...let no one ever come 

to you without leaving better and happier.  

Be the living expression of God’s kindness; 

kindness in your face, kindness in your 

eyes, kindness in your smile, kindness in 

your warm greeting. 

  Mother Theresa 

 Youth News 

January 1-3 

YOUTH WINTER RETREAT at Camp Lucerne.   

Begin the New Year at the annual youth winter re-
treat.  The retreat is open to all youth in 6th-12th 
grade.  Registration opens in October and space is 
limited to the cabins with heat and the youth lodge so 
it’s important we get our reservations in early.  We 
have been blessed the past two years with moderate 
weather to enjoy outdoor winter sports and activities 
and the heat is on inside and the fireplaces are lit for 
worship, speakers, large group activities and small 
group time.  I hope you will join us this year.  We will 
also need chaperones and/drivers for every 4-6 
youth depending on the vehicle size.  Afraid you 
won’t know anyone?  You can bring a friend along. 

    

The “Messenger” Deadline is always the 
15th of the month—please have all articles 
to the church office or send by email to 
jsmith.sumc@wi.rr.com   The deadline for the 
January newsletter will be on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 15.  

   Salem UMC’s Website 

Have you visited our SUMC web-
site, Salemflamesofgrace.com? It is 
packed with information and await-

ing your input! This is YOUR website. Visit often and 
let us know what you think. If you have information 
you'd like to see posted on the site such as committee 
updates and events, pictures of church events, or for 
your comments or corrections, please let Sandy 
Jacoby know at skjacoby6@gmail.com or Joanna Carl-
berg at jcarlberg@wi.rr.com.  

Supporting Our Fellow Congregations 

With Prayer   

Members of the South East District churches are 
asked to pray for:   

Evansville UMC, Their pastor, Norman 
Bude, and their 212 members. November 30 – 
December 8. 

 Fort Atkinson: First UMC, their pastor, 
Russell Frees, and their 244 members.  First 
Church is located at 320 S Main St., Fort Atkinson 
WI  53538; December 7-13. 

Franksville UMC, their pastor, Patrick 
Schultz, and their 216 members. The Franksville 
Church is located at 10402 Northwestern Ave., 
Franksville  WI  53126; December 14-20. 

Genoa City: First UMC, their pastor, 
Lucinda Alwa, and their 51 members. First Church 
is located at 518 Booth St., PO Box 838, Genoa 
City  WI  53128; December 21-27. 

Greenfield: Christ UMC, their pastor, Mao 
Vang Her, and their 99 members. Christ Church is 
located at 5200 S 48th St., Greenfield WI  53220; 

December 28-January 3. 

 

PUT THIS DATE ON YOUR CALENDAR!   The Salem UMC Annual Smorgasbord & 

Silent Auction is scheduled for Saturday, March 5, 2016 from 12 noon to 5:00 p.m. 



 

 

2015 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 Al-Anon           

10 a.m.- noon        

Bells @ 6:30 pm      

Boy Scouts           

@ 7 pm 

2 AA: 6-8 pm  

Praise Power      

@ 6:30 pm               

Choir                         

@ 7:30 pm 

3 4 Big Book (AA)  

@ 8 pm                

5   

6  Worship                   

@ 9:30 am                     

Sunday School              

@ 10:45 am                  

7     8 Al-Anon           

10 a.m.- noon        

Bells @ 6:30 pm      

Boy Scouts           

@ 7 pm 

9  AA: 6-8 pm  

Praise Power      

@ 6:30 pm               

Choir                         

@ 7:30 pm 

10 11Big Book (AA)  

@ 8 pm                  

  

 

12 

 

 

 

13 Worship                 

@ 9:30 am                  

Sunday School           

@ 10:45 am          

 

14 4-H @ 7 pm  15  Al-Anon           

10 a.m.- noon   

Bells @ 6:30 pm  

Boy Scouts           

@ 7 pm             

 Messenger 

Deadline 

16 AA: 6-8 pm  

Praise Power      

@ 6:30 pm             

Choir                         

@ 7:30 pm 

            

17 All Commit-

tees @ 6:30 pm         

Church Council    

@ 7:30 pm            

 

18 Big Book 

(AA) @ 8pm          

 

 

19 

20  Worship /

Sunday School 

Christmas Program                

@ 9:30 am                 

 

 

21 22 Al-Anon           

10 a.m.- noon       

Bells @ 6:30 pm      

Boy Scouts           

@ 7 pm                    

23 AA: 6-8 pm     

Praise Power      

@ 6:30 pm            

Choir                         

@ 7:30 pm 

       

24   Christmas 

Eve Service          

@ 7:00 pm  

25 Happy 

Birthday Jesus 

 Church Office  

closed 

Big Book (AA) 

@ 8pm          

 

 

26   

27 Worship                 

@ 9:30 am                   

Appalachian Ser-

vice Project Infor-

mation  Meeting           

@ 10:45 am                         

28 29 Al-Anon           

10 a.m.- noon       

Bells @ 6:30 pm      

Boy Scouts           

@ 7 pm                    

 30  AA: 6-8 pm     

Praise Power      

@ 6:30 pm            

Choir                         

@ 7:30 pm 

31  Shalom Cen-

ter Soup Kitchen   

starting @ 2 pm 

  



 

 

 

SCRIP - When you buy you donate to the Church’s Ministries 

Buy your SCRIP cards to use for your every day purchases for food, gas, drugstore items , etc.  -  when you 
use a SCRIP card for your purchases a percentage of the card will  benefit the church.  See Mindy Smouse 
after church or contact her at 857-2066 or e-mail msgmgs@gmail.com.  The following SCRIP gift cards are 
on hand at church and available for your immediate purchase:                                                             

  BP       Shell        Speedway     Kwik Trip    Marathon    Subway     Bristol 45 Diner   Olive Garden    
Panera      Taco Bell     Dunkin’ Donuts   Pizza Hut    Lakeside Sentry      Woodmans                         

Gordon Food Service Marketplace   Kohl’s    Target  Walmart    Walgreens  JC Penney  Menard’s 

Total So Far for 2015: $2,021.80 

 

 Pennies for Mission   

 Pennies for Mission is our ongoing project where all of the coins in the collection plate each 
month are given to a special mission.  We are “traveling” toward our 38th mile.  That means 
that since we started Pennies for Mission in 1989 we have sent over $34,000 to missions all 
over the world. 

October Pennies:  The Wisconsin Upside Down Club ($61.54) 

November Pennies:  The Sharing Center 

  December Pennies:  The Salvation Army 

 

Clarissa Martinelli, Pastor 

Telephone (262) 843-2525     cell: 847-721-1826 

E-mail: salemumc@wi.rr.com        jsmith.sumc@wi.rr.com    

cmartinelli.sumc@wi.rr.com  clair.813.813@gmail.com  

Website:  salemflamesofgrace.com 

Office Hours: 9:00 a.m.—12: 00 noon Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday                           
Pastor’s Office Hours:  9:00 a.m.—12:00 noon Wednesday 

 

Worship @ 9:30 a.m.   

Sunday School @ 10:45 a.m. (Sept.—May) 

Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) 

EFT allows you to keep making contributions even when you are not able to attend a Sun-
day service.  You can designate how your funds are allocated within the church’s books 
(for General and/or Capital funds).  There are no bank fees for you to pay and there is 
complete accountability of your giving.  EFT is “green”… you do not write a check, but in-
stead electronically transfer monies into the church bank account.  Please consider sign-
ing up for this service.  Forms for signing up for EFT can be found on the table in the entry 
area. 


